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THE CARING CONTINUES

Pink for the Cure  
effort celebrates  
10 years in DeWitt
By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

S
herry Stauffer doesn’t know 
exactly how it happened.

She isn’t sure how this year 
marks the 10th anniversary of 

the mission to increase awareness in 
DeWitt — and now, Clinton County 
as a whole — about breast cancer.

It was a cause Stauffer pioneered 
one decade ago. 

Recently, with pink highlights 
in her hair, Sherry sat with Robin 
Krogman, executive director of the 
DeWitt Hospital Foundation — with 
whom she joined forces five years ago 
— and shared the mission’s story. She 
that as more and more people join the 
mission, it gains more momentum. 

“Angela (Rheingans, executive 
director of the DeWitt Chamber and 
Development Company) and Robin 
have strong leadership,” Sherry relat-
ed. “That kind of support won’t let 
you get discouraged. It helps to keep 
you going. But I truly would have 
never, ever thought we’d be going this 

long.”
Sherry’s movement in DeWitt had 

humble beginnings.
It all began when she was working 

at the hospital and decided the facility 
should reflect its support for early-de-
tection of the disease through routine 
mammograms.

Sherry, a breast cancer survivor 
herself, led the quest by herself, 
encouraging everyone to decorate the 
hospital and to wear pink for one day 
to raise awareness.

“Imagine this one woman, making 
her own posters and fliers and going 
around talking to people,” Robin 
shared, motioning to Sherry.

“It’s a passion,” Sherry replied.
The hospital staff made it a tradi-

tion and eventually, Stauffer sought 
the help of the hospital foundation.
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The Pink for the Cure Committee is celebrating 10 years of breast cancer awareness in DeWitt and Clinton 
County this year. Members include (front, on ground, from left) Amy Lippens, Jenny Morel; (back) Robin Krogman, 
Mary Rueter, Sherry Stauffer, Cathy Morel, Verna Turnis and Jean Bormann. 

“I think we’ve accomplished the 
goal we’re after … to provide 

mammograms to people who can’t 
afford them.”

— Robin Krogman
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Rhonda’s 
House 
must  
relocate
Zoning may limit new 
spots for respite house
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

Rhonda’s House is on the move. 
At least, that’s what organizers said they hope 

will happen sometime in the next six months. 
The peer-run respite house in DeWitt, oper-

ated by nonprofit Life Connections, provides 
a safe haven for peo-
ple suffering personal 
crisis, including those 
battling with mental 
health and substance 
abuse troubles. 

The home provides 
a bedroom and a quiet 
place to unwind, men-
tally reset, or seek 
safety. Approved vis-
itors stay anywhere 
from 24 hours to 

seven days. Life Connections Director Todd 
Noack said visitors generally get referred to the 
house, at which time staff proceeds with the 
pre-screening process. It has provided respite to 
more than 250 guests since opening in October 
2018. 

With the end of its lease quickly approaching 
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TODD NOACK

Observer hosting 
candidate forum
Four candidates for Central 

DeWitt school board will speak

STAFF REPORT
news@dewittobserver.com

The DeWitt Observer will host a Central 
DeWitt School Board candidate forum 
Thursday at 7 p.m. in the Central DeWitt 
Performing Arts Center. 

The public is encouraged to attend. 
The forum will allow the candidates to 

speak directly to the public, share their philos-
ophies, and address a series of questions 
posed by The Observer’s editorial board. 

The four candidates who are running 
for two at-large seats on the school board 
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People in Clinton County 
are courageous. They 
are resilient. And they are 
paving the way. Read all 
about them, including two 
breast cancer survivors 
who serve as pillars in 
their community. For more, 
including messages from 
advertisers, see pages 
9-16 in this issue. 


