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Pharmacies preparing for vaccine

Fieldstone 
site work 
begins
Senior living complex 
slated to open in 2022
STAFF REPORT
news@dewittobserver.com

 Site work began this week at the future 
home of Fieldstone of DeWitt, a senior living 
community slated to replace Westwing Place, 
which officials say has become obsolete.

The community will offer assisted living, 
memory support, short-term rehabilitation, 
and long-term care for older adults when it 
opens in 2022. 

Fieldstone will be located north of 11th 
Street off Maynard Way in DeWitt and is a 
project of WellSpire, 
a joint venture of 
WesleyLife and 
Genesis Health 
System.

The project has 
been supported by 
a sizable capital 
campaign led by the 
DeWitt Community 
H o s p i t a l 
Foundation, which 
provided an initial 
gift of $1 million 
and has engaged 
with DeWitt community members and those 
in the surrounding area who have helped 
champion the development. 

More than $3.6 million of the $5 million 
project goal has been raised to date. 

The 95,000-square-foot building on a 
14-acre campus will be developed on a foun-
dation of health and well-being designed to 
enhance the lives of its residents, clients, 
and team members, leaders said. The total 
cost of the project is estimated at $27 mil-
lion. Graham Construction of Des Moines 
is the project’s general contractor, and Pope 
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HERE COMES SANTA

By KELLY GERLACH
Staff Writer

kgerlach@dewittobserver.com

Yes, local pharmacies in Jackson and 
Clinton counties will offer the COVID-
19 vaccine.

However, further details — such as 
exactly when the vaccine will be avail-

able and when the general public can get 
it — remain unclear, although the gen-
eral public likely will not have access to 
the vaccine until mid-2021, according 
to local pharmacists and health officials.

As the world moves closer to the 
release of a vaccine to combat a sick-
ness that has killed more than 275,000 

people in the U.S. and infected millions, 
there are more questions than answers 
for local pharmacies preparing for the 
anticipated onslaught of customers 
seeking the vaccine.

“There are just a lot more unknowns 
than knowns right now,” said phar-
macist Matt Osterhaus of Osterhaus 
Pharmacy in Maquoketa.

Scott Drug pharmacist Jennifer 
Walker agreed, saying many customers 
have asked if the DeWitt pharmacy will 

administer the vaccine.

“We know we’ll be doing it, and 

we’re excited to offer the vaccine for 

the health of everyone in our commu-

nity. We’re ready to go and we have 

the staff,” Walker said. “It’s just crazy 

because no one knows when. It’s frus-

trating because we want more (informa-

tion) and we just don’t have it yet.”
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(Above) Santa Claus came 
to town: Santa and Mrs. 

Claus wave to passers-by 
as they drive through DeWitt 
Saturday morning. The pair 

made the rounds all over 
town on a fire truck. (Right) 

A DeWitt Volunteer Fire 
Department truck heads 
up Sixth Avenue Saturday 

morning as it transports the 
popular couple. 
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Walker: ‘It’s just crazy because no one 
knows when ... we just don’t have it yet’


