
TheObserver

Sheriff candidates  
answer questions
Page 12

NET GAINS
Rebels and Sabers sweep,
Warriors go 2-2 at tourney
Pages 14 & 15

Hometown 

newspaper of

Robin Petersen,  

of DeWitt

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 • DeWitt, IA • Volume 157, Number 10 • USPS 1500-400 • 28 pages plus supplements • Single $1.50

606 Main St. • Delmar, IA 52037

drappliancellc.com

2 TECHNICIANS WITH 25 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE!

1109 11th St., DEWITT, IA 52742 • 888-659-5006 • WWW.HANSENMONUMENTS.COM

At Hansen Monuments

There IS a difference.
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Precautions 
were taken at 
Autumn Fest 
to help visitors 
—from near 
and far, socially 
distance.

FUN IN THE

The Observer photos by Kate Howes

Three-year-old Zachary Grau, of Wheatland, paints his own ornament, one of many kids’ activities at Lincoln Park. 
Grau and others gathered in Lincoln Park and downtown DeWitt Saturday for the 33rd annual Autumn Fest. The 
event is designed to thank residents for supporting local businesses. Activities included sidewalk art, a car show, 
food, and a movie screening. For more Autumn Fest photos, see page 17.

Officials say tech center  
funding could be put up  
for public vote in spring

By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

Plans for a proposed regional career and 
technical education (CTE) center operated 
by Eastern Iowa Community Colleges are 
solidifying, and the center could cost between 
$7 million and $11 
million, says EICC 
President Brian 
Kelly. 

For several years 
area educators have 
sought a facility that 
enhances the area’s 
ability to locally 
teach skilled trades.

The proposed 
campus would offer 
high school students, 
college students, and adults a locale to shore 
up their certifications or obtain degrees and 
new employable skills. 

A bond referendum vote would be needed 
to fund the CTE project; Kelly said he hopes 
to offer the CTE center up for public voting 

Regional 
campus 
talks  
ongoing

‘Live, love, and bake often’
Maggie’s House 
resident celebrates  
102 years of life

By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer

khowes@dewittobserver.com

Living long enough to celebrate 

102 years on this earth is a pretty 

rare feat.

Not in Claribel Rider’s family, 

however.

As exceptional as it is that the 

Maggie’s House Assisted Living 
resident will observe her 102nd 
birthday Thursday, Sept. 24, she 
isn’t even the first in her family to 
do so.

“Her sister, Mildred, made it to 
her 102nd birthday,” noted Rider’s 
daughter, Janet Elkins, of Clinton. 
“She’s the oldest in the family.”

But that doesn’t make Rider’s 
big day any less special.

When asked how it feels to have 
lived for a century plus two years, 
Rider is quick to point out she 
hasn’t made it that far — yet.

“I’ve still got a few more days to 
go yet,” she related. “But I’m sure 
going to try.”

With a petite frame and sharp 
wit, Elkins said her mother always 
has enjoyed good health.

With the exception of onset 
vision and hearing loss, and a prob-
lem with one of her heart valves, 
Rider’s physical condition is rather 
impressive.

Elkins attributes it to her moth-
er’s diet, which always has consist-

BRIAN KELLY

By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@dewittobserver.com

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture last 
week announced an additional $14 billion in 
aid for farmers battling market disruptions 
and associated costs because of COVID-
19. Signup for the 
Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
(CFAP 2) began 
Monday and runs 
through Dec. 11. 

The USDA will 
use funds from the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES 
Act to support row crops, livestock, spe-
cialty crops, dairy, aquaculture and other 

ROUNDUP | PAGE 2

USDA COVID 
aid available

CTE | PAGE 3

Rundown  
of week’s 
COVID news

FALL

CELEBRATE | PAGE 9 CLARIBEL RIDER


