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2 TECHNICIANS WITH 25 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE!

Vaccine 
rollout 
advances
Next round of shots 
planned for essential  
workers, elderly population

By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@dewittobserver.com

Clinton and Jackson counties received 
enough doses of Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
in the first round of distributions to cover all 
area frontline healthcare workers and resi-
dents in longterm 
care facilities. Now, 
public health offi-
cials are planning 
for the next round 
of shots, which will 
go to such essen-
tial workers as first 
responders, teach-
ers, grocery store 
workers, and others 
in frontline jobs, and 
to people over the 
age of 75.

“While right now, the vaccine is being 
made available to the priority populations, it 
is anticipated that by mid-2021, there should 
be enough vaccine for anyone who wants to 
receive it,” said Michele Cullen, the public 
health director for both counties. 

There is no “list” that any first responder, 
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STARTING A NEW CHAPTER

By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

On a recent morning, Jill Bachus sat at her 
desk inside the front door of the Curtis Memorial 
Library in Wheatland.

All was peaceful and quiet, as the library 
didn’t open for another half hour.

Other than the sun that shined through the 
windows, all that illuminated the inside of the 
building on the town’s Main Street were the col-
orful strands of Christmas lights and festive dec-
orations placed throughout the shelves of books 
and reading spaces in celebration of the holiday 
season.

Bachus said she likes having the library lights 
off, so she can better enjoy the bright colors of 
the holiday décor. 

For Bachus, the timing is fitting. At the end of 
2020, Bachus retired from her position as library 
director. It’s a job she has enjoyed for the past 15 

years.
But, as the 63-year-old quipped, the time has 

come for her to “start a new chapter” in her life.
Bachus and her husband, Kent, live just out-

side of Wheatland. They have two children — 
son, Kendall, who works at Kunau Implement 
in DeWitt, and daughter, Savanna, who is the 
family and consumer science teacher at Calamus-
Wheatland High School.

For 16 years, when Kendall and Savanna were 
little, Bachus worked in a grocery store bakery in 
Clinton.

But having two small children and working an 
hour away from home was difficult for the young 
mom. 

So, Bachus took a job with the meal site at St. 
Paul’s United Church of Christ in Wheatland.

The work was fulfilling, and it was just five 
minutes from home.

“I served the seniors, and helped deliver 

Wheatland library director Jill Bachus 
retires, reflects on her 15-year stint 
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Check-out time: Jill Bachus, of Wheatland, is retiring after 15 years as the director of the Curtis Memorial Library 
in Wheatland. She said she will miss interacting with library patrons and helping them with their reading needs.

dewittobserver.com

“In businesses 
like retail, it’s 

competitive. But 
in the library 
world, it’s the 
opposite. We 
borrow each 

other’s ideas. If 
anyone knows an 
easier way to do 
things, they tell 
everyone else.”

— Jill Bachus

Operahouse 
temporarily 
shutters
Managers say COVID-19, 
limited attendance hurt 
theater’s finances 
STAFF REPORT
news@dewittobserver.com

Ben and Laura Miers, managers of the 
Operahouse Theater in DeWitt, announced 
Monday they will temporarily close the 
theater beginning Monday, and reopen in the 
spring. 

The Miers say the repercussions of the 
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