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HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS
Lighted pickup parade,  
window contest on tap
Page 16

GIRLS HOOPS TIPS OFF
Sabers roll in opener;  
Warriors, Rebels fall
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NEW local KOMBUCHA on tap!
• DEMOS • SAMPLES 
• SPECIALS • GIFT IDEAS 
• VIBES UP - Amazing new Crystal  
& Gemstone Theraphy Products!

Holistic Health Hub  

& My Vital Force Wellness Center

Saturday, Dec. 7 10am - 3pm • 816 6th Ave., DeWitt
OPEN HOUSE

Dr. Kari & Dr. Bonnie Personally invite you

GIFT THE GIFT 

OF HEALTH 

THIS YEAR!

DON'T MISS 
THIS ONE!

• More Kringles! • More Vendors!

Cakes, Breads, Cookies, Crafts, Christmas Decor! 

*Elderberry Products | *Honey Varieties | *Beeswax Products

Saturday Dec. 7, 9 am - 4pm • 1019 9th St. • DeWitt

• New! Cast Iron CookwareGreat Gift Ideas!

City TIF 
growth 
nice and 
steady

‘Get Fit’ will 
take a year off

Government tool to stoke 
development continues  
to rise at comfortable pace
By TIM MANNING
News Editor

tmanning@dewittobserver.com

Last week, the DeWitt City Council spent 
the lion’s share of its regular session discuss-
ing tax incremental financing, aka TIF. 

It is a government 
tool that subsidiz-
es businesses by 
refunding a portion 
of their property 
taxes to help finance 
development by 
those businesses. In 
exchange, the city 
sees bigger tax cof-
fers on the horizon.

TIF is designed 
to spur economic 
growth through development. It can be used 
to woo new employers to the area and build 
shiny-new office buildings or fix up new 
ones. It can be used to encourage existing 

Parks & Rec director 
says participation has 
been on the decline
By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

For more than a decade, DeWitt has had its 
own community program stemming from the 
statewide initiative “Live Healthy Iowa.” It 
is called “Get Fit DeWitt” (GFD).

It’s a 10-week wellness challenge that runs 
January through April and requires partici-
pants to track their weight loss and activity 
minutes.

But members of the DeWitt Parks and 
Recreation Department, which facilitates the 

STEVE LINDNER

TIF | PAGE 7

FIT | PAGE 3

dewittobserver.com

By KELLY GERLACH
Staff Writer
kgerlach@mspress.net

Multiple combines and tractors haul-
ing wagons loaded with corn lined Joyce 
Miller’s gravel driveway just northwest of 
Preston.

The harvest was in full swing.
However, this year was different.
In past years, her son Kyle Miller 

would drive the combine through the fam-
ily’s almost 200 acres of corn, felling the 
stalks and stripping the corn from them. 
Meanwhile, his sister Kallie Miller, 21 years 
his junior, drove the tractor in line next to 
Kyle while he unloaded the corn into the 
wagon she hauled behind her.

The Millers relished the late-fall routine 
of bringing in the harvest and bonding over 
the hard fieldwork. 

Kyle was missing this year, however. 
He died Aug. 29 at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals & Clinics, a heart attack ending 
his life only one week before his 41st birth-
day.

Crops don’t stall their growth so farmers 
can grieve, and farmers live by the mercy of 
the weather to harvest the crops they plant 
for their livelihood. At the beginning of 
November, the Millers’ corn was ready to 
come out of the fields.

Longtime family friend Virgil Helmle 
took matters into his own hands, calling 
area family and friends to solicit their 
help to bring in the Millers’ corn in Kyle’s 
absence. 

“If anything had happened to me, I 
know Kyle and Whitey [Kyle’s father, 
David Miller, who died in 2009] would 
have done the same thing for me,” Helmle 
said as he opened the grain bin door Nov. 
5 to make sure the corn was flowing free-
ly inside of it.

In true small-town fashion, more than 20 
local farmers and grain haulers signed on 
to help the Millers, many using their own 
equipment and fuel to reap what the family 
had sown earlier in the year.

HARVEST 
OF FRIENDS

Kernels scatter 
from an ear of 
corn that the 
combine missed.

Neighbors bring in crops for Preston farmer who died

The Observer photos by Kelly Gerlach

Virgil Helmle walks away from a combine unloading corn as corn dust hovers around him. Helmle, a longtime family 
friend of the Joyce Miller family of rural Preston, arranged for area volunteers to harvest the family’s corn  
after Miller’s son Kyle, 40, died of a heart attack more than two months ago. 

A glimpse of rural life in Jackson and Clinton counties

COUNTRY LIFE

The Observer
Saturday, November 30

Maquoketa Sentinel-Press
Saturday, November 30

Bellevue Herald-Leader
Thursday, November 28
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A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO:

Marvin Franzen steers 
his John Deere with a 
load of passengers in the 
wagon. Franzen totes 
concert-goers between  the Codfish Hollow barn and parking lot. He was 
injured this summer when 
the tractor overturned, but 
is “continuing to heal and 
is undergoing physical 
therapy at Jackson County Regional Health Center. He 
is expected to come home 
around Thanksgiving,” said the barn’s public relations 
manager Angie Lichter. 

The vitality of rural Eastern 
Iowa continues to amaze,  
and our Country Life special 
section offers a glimpse of it.
n Sections B & C
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