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FARM RECIPIENTS

Every Iowa farmstead has a story. 
In some cases, blood mixed with dirt 
as families clawed their way out of 
the economic doldrums of the 1980s. 
At others, championship livestock 
helped put the farms on the map. 
Families grew, and generations made 
their worth turning the land.  

There’s a strip of farmground 
bordering the Wapsipinicon River 
floodplains southeast of DeWitt that 
has been in the McDonald family for 
more than 100 years. Before and after 
Henry Ford worked his magic, the 
farm was a popular stop for socialites 
on their way between DeWitt and 
McCausland. Buggies and cars alike 
were known to stop and gab with the 
family on the front porch. 

Southeast of DeWitt, a large white 
farmhouse is perched on a hill. 
A highway, 260th Street, makes a 
sharp curve in front of the property 
and becomes 255th Street. If 260th 
Street continued straight, it would 
smack into the Paarmann family’s 
front stoop, basically dividing the 
house in two. One time during the 
mid-20th century, the highway acted 
as a dividing line separating Daylight 
Savings Time zones. The Paarmanns 
joked that in order to save time, they 
“just moved from one side of the 
house to the other.”

The Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Farm Bureau 
Federation each year honor these 
long-standing homesteads with their 
Century and Heritage Farm awards. 
The recognition goes to farms — 40 
acres or more — that have been 
owned by one family for either 100 
or 150 years, respectively. Seven 
such properties were honored this 
year in Clinton County. The following 
pages help share the stories of these 
homesteads scattered across Iowa’s 
agricultural canvas. 
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