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WORKING HARD PAYS OFF
Cal-Wheat graduate finds job in  
machinery manufacturing field
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SABERS STAY BUSY
Central DeWitt softball plays
six games in three days 
Page 6

Hometown 

newspaper of

Cheryl Neilson  

of Delmar

Saturday, June 8, 2019 • DeWitt, IA • Volume 155, Number 95 • USPS 1500-400 • 16 pages plus supplements • Single $1.50

606 Main St. • Delmar, IA 52037

drappliancellc.com

2 TECHNICIANS WITH 25 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE!

NOW OFFERING A SUMMER TILING DISCOUNT

563-593-4170

Library 
work  
begins
Selecting furniture next task 
on expansion project agenda 
By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@dewittobserver.com

The fencing is up and heavy equipment 
has taken its place around the Frances Banta 
Waggoner Community Library.

“It looks like a construction site now,” 
said Jillian Aschliman, library director, at the 
board’s regular monthly meeting Tuesday. 
“Things are moving along, which is pretty 
exciting.”

In fact, when local second graders came to 
tour the library recently, the bulldozers and 
other machinery were the big attractions, 
she said. 

Bettendorf-based Precision Builders Inc. 
began work this month on the $5.7 million 

THE NEWEST YANKEE
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By ROSS EBERHART
Sports Editor
sports@dewittobserver.com

The butterflies were there. And they 
were rumbling.

Even with a heads-up, T.J. Sikkema 
still felt the nerves — the product of a 
once-in-a-lifetime moment.

Sikkema, a DeWitt native and junior at 
the University of Missouri, was one of 78 
baseball players across the country to be 
selected in the first two rounds of the Ma-
jor League Baseball draft Monday night.

Using a Competitive Balance Round 
pick they received from the Cincinnati 
Reds in a trade, the New York Yankees 
drafted Sikkema with the 38th pick 
overall.

“It’s starting to sink in now,” Sikke-
ma said Tuesday morning. “It’s pretty 
exciting and I’m happy with the team that 
drafted me.”

Ranked as one of the top 100 draft 
prospects by both Baseball America and 

Former Saber baseball pitcher T.J. Sikkema begins pro ball journey
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Central DeWitt graduate T.J. Sikkema fires a pitch during the 2016 Sabers’ 3A state quarterfinal game. Sikkema 
was drafted Monday night by the New York Yankees as the 38th overall pick in the MLB First-Year Player Draft.
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 “He’s got plus stuff, he throws 
it for strikes, and the guy’s a real 
ultimate competitor — he really 

gets after it on the mound.”

— Damon Oppenheimer, 
Yankees’ Vice President of  

Domestic Amateur Scouting

MOVE TO  
THE MUSIC
 
DeWitt residents and longtime friends Becca 
Schroeder (left) and Peggy McAvan cut a rug 
Tuesday night at the season’s first Tunes in Town 
event in DeWitt. The band Coupe DeVille entertained 
a packed Lincoln Park. For more photos, see the 
Wednesday, June 12 edition of The Observer.
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STUDENTS 

WHO 

SUCCEED

Law center 
opening will 
be delayed
By JOHN ROHLF
Observer Correspondent
jrohlf@clintonherald.com

Clinton County Facilities Manager Corey 
Johnson anticipates the Clinton County Law 
Center open house, originally predicted to be 
June 22, will be delayed one month. 

Johnson said the county is working to 
install a smoke evacuation system and has 
encountered delays with a toit. The installa-
tion of the system, which is code required, 
was missed in the blueprints, according to 
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