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SUNRISE
NEW HOURS

Mon: 7 a.m. - 2 pm.

Sun, Wed & Thu: 7 a.m. - 3 pm.

Fri & Sat: 7 a.m. - 8 pm.

FREE DESSERT!
Everyday - 1:30 to 3 p.m.
with purchase of any meal.

Friday & Saturday Evening
with purchase of any dinner

Thank you for your support! 
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DeWitt 
moves to 
in-person 
learning
Superintendent says 
change ‘best for students, 
families, and community’

Ballot requests 
setting records

By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

The Central DeWitt school district will 
move to a 100% in-person learning model 
beginning Monday, Sept. 21. 

The district 
announced the 
change Friday after-
noon in an email 
sent to parents and 
in social media 
posts. 

Central DeWitt 
began its school 
year in a hybrid 
model in which half 
the student body 
was in the build-
ings at a given time. 

However, Central DeWitt Superintendent 
Dan Peterson, who was given authority to 
alter the school’s learning model by the 
school board, said the hybrid learning model 
has gone “exceptionally well” and cited a 
dropping COVID-19 testing positivity rate as 

By KELLY GERLACH
Staff Writer

kgerlach@mspress.net

Amidst nationwide concerns about voter 
fraud, “pre-populated” ballots, and U.S. 
Postal Service delivery, Jackson and Clinton 
county officials are flush with absentee ballot 
requests with the 2020 general election less 
than two months away.

Both counties already received more 
absentee ballot requests than in the 2016 gen-
eral election, according to Jackson County 
Auditor Alisa Smith and Clinton County 
Auditor Eric Van Lancker, who also serve 
as election commissioners for their counties.

About 3,150 eligible, registered Jackson 
County voters requested absentee ballots as 
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SOGGY 
SABERS

The Observer photos by Ross Eberhart and Kate Howes

Central DeWitt High School cheerleaders Kaylie Stearns (foreground) and Kaitlyn Burken lead the student body 
in a cheer during Friday afternoon’s pep assembly. Two assemblies were held this year — one Wednesday and 
another Friday — to allow high schoolers to socially distance. For more homecoming photos, see page 20. 
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Central DeWitt Homecoming goes on despite weekly onslaught of rain

Sean Kinney 
peers 
through the 
raindrops at 
Friday night’s 
homecoming 
game against 
North Scott. 
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Liz Mathis thanked her family 
members — namely teachers — for 
helping her and others find success. 

Inductees thank teachers and 
community for years of support
Six individuals, one team 
added to Hall of Fame 
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

Some members of the Central DeWitt Hall of 
Fame class of 2020 attended Thursday night’s 
induction ceremony in person. Others gave their 
speeches over Zoom, and one attended in spirit. 

But what bound them all together, they said, 
was a community that supported them and gave 
them the tools to become remarkable. 

Central DeWitt Activities Director Jered Birt 
opened the ceremony by thanking the Central 

DeWitt Music Boosters, the Central DeWitt 
Athletic Boosters, and the Central DeWitt 
Community Education Foundation for helping 
make the ceremony — which was held in the 
high school gymnasium to ensure attendees 
could stay socially distant — possible. The 2020 
class included six individuals and one team, and 
each provided insight into their lives and heaped 
praise onto people who, at one point or another, 
gave them a leg up. 

Dr. Donna Helble

All inductees spoke Thursday except Dr. 
Donna Helble, who died in 2017 after an illness. 

Those in attendance to honor Helble included 
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