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Girls vie for 
fair royalty
STAFF REPORT
news@dewittobserver.com

The Clinton County Fair soon will have 
new royalty.

Four contestants are in the running for the 
title of Miss Clinton County Fair 2021; six for 
the title of Jr. Miss Clinton County 2021; and 
13 for the title of Lil’ 
Miss Clinton County 
2021.

Contestants are eval-
uated on their charm, 
poise and attitude as 
well as answers to 
application questions, an introductory presen-
tation, a group discussion and an individual 
interview.

Fair queen candidates
Lydia Hoffman: Lydia is the 16-year-

old daughter of Edson and Liz Hoffman, of 
DeWitt. She is homeschooled and just com-
pleted the 10th grade. 

She participates in competitive swimming 
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Editor’s note: This project is a collaboration of 
members of the Iowa Newspaper Association and 
includes reporting from 51 newspaper reporters 
from 30 newspapers across the state. Readers who 
have experienced difficulty obtaining police video 
in Iowa can contact reporters at PoliceVideoTips@
inanews.com. Public records requests and data  
storage/visualization was supported by a grant  
from the Fund for Investigative Journalism.

By ERIN JORDAN  
of The Gazette 
erin.jordan@thegazette.com  

and JARED STRONG  
of Carroll Times Herald

Iowa State Patrol troopers, who stop 
more than 150,000 motorists a year, 

provide security at the state Capitol 

and staff high-profile events including 
RAGBRAI, don’t wear body cameras. 

The issue came into public focus after an 
April 8 protest at the Capitol when troopers 
arrested a Black high school student on 
allegations she assaulted an officer. 

Although there were many troopers pres-
ent at the protest, none of them got video 
of the alleged assault. And in a bystander 
cellphone video made public afterward, the 
alleged crime — a push to the trooper’s 
elbow — is just off screen. 

“We saw the whole thing,” said Angelina 
Ramirez, a Coe College student who orga-
nized the rally against “back the blue” 
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WITHOUT 
BODY CAMERAS

Iowa State Patrol is an outlier among Iowa law enforcement

IN FOCUS
Third in an occasional series

Iowa State Trooper Sean Helton, of DeWitt, is a 15-year veteran 
of the force. The Central DeWitt graduate works primarily out of his 
patrol vehicle — as do most troopers.
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DeWitt mayor stepping 
down after 22 years
By NICK JOOS
News editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

DeWitt Mayor Don Thiltgen announced 
Monday night he will not seek re-election in 
November and will instead retire from the role 
effective Aug. 6.

Thiltgen said health concerns for both he and 
his wife, Peg, necessitated the retirement. Thilt-
gen’s DeWitt public 
service resume in-
cludes serving nearly 
22 years as mayor 
and 12 years prior as 
a council member.

 At Monday night’s 
council meeting, 
Thiltgen also said 
current city council 
member Steve Has-
senmiller will not 
seek re-election to the 
council and will instead run for mayor in No-
vember.

For more coverage about Thiltgen’s retire-
ment, see the July 28 edition of The Observer.
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DIVING BACK IN!
DeWitt Crossroads Triathlon makes successful return
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