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WellSpire 
assumes 
control at 
Westwing
Senior living merger 
includes entire  
Genesis footprint
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

DeWitt’s Westwing Place is under new 
management. 

A joint venture between Genesis Health 
Systems and Johnston-based Wesley Life 
called WellSpire will take over manage-
ment of the nursing 
home. 

The merger in-
cludes a 60-40 split, 
with three Wesley 
Life representatives 
taking a majority 
interest on the com-
pany’s five-person 
board of directors. 
WellSpire will 
oversee all senior 
living facilities in 
the Genesis Health Systems footprint.

The new company assumed its ownership 
of Westwing Place July 1. Jay Willsher, re-
gional executive director at WellSpire, said 
residents of the 77-bed facility can expect to 

OWI charge 
filed against 
Clinton man
Report: Driver drunk, texting 
when he hit county prosecutor
By KELLY GERLACH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

A Clinton man was charged with his third 
drunk-driving offense, plus multiple other of-
fenses, following an accident that resulted in 
Assistant Jackson County Attorney Amanda 
Lassance being airlifted to the hospital with 
life-threatening injuries April 12.

Andrew Mark Drury, 39, was charged with 
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WATER SLAUGHTER

dewittobserver.com

Grand Mound’s annual July 4 water fight leaves participants dripping

(Above) Evander Cason, 5, of 
Davenport, reacts to getting  

hosed by one of his relatives  
from Grand Mound. 

Right: A man doesn’t even get a 
chance to celebrate a couple of  

bull’s-eyes before he gets a  
taste of his own medicine.

 Bottom: Girls on firetrucks douse 
members of the brigade who are 
hurling balloons at them. Behind 

the trucks are vehicles jury-rigged 
to attack the brigade and also  

to defend themselves.  
The Observer photos by Tim Manning

Tinley Butt, 3, of Grand Mound, 
is ready to join the balloon brigade 
 —people lining the sidewalks while 

wielding hundreds of water balloons 
— during the Fourth of July Water 

Parade in Grand Mound.


