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SPOKES
PEOPLE?

A banner near
Delwood Elementary
School’s playground
lists some bike-riding
topics that they were
learning about in a
Safety Town program.

Program uses hands-on experiences to enhance awareness of bike-riding safety

Peanut
Butter
continues
to spread
School board joins county’s
first-of-its-kind program
By TIM MANNING
News Editor
tmanning@dewittobserver.com

The Observer photos by Kaitlyn Lane

Porschia Vasquez and Ryker Kemp sit in small “cars” after being stopped by a symbolic train-crossing gate while
learning bike-safety concepts during a Safety Town program at Delwood Elementary School in Delmar. Safety Town
tries to boos safety awareness by simulating hands-on experiences for children. Safety Town also specializes in
safety education that pertains to pedestrians and bus passengers; farm-chemical awareness; calling 911; fire and
water safety; and “stranger danger.”

Life’s little surprises.
It was supposed to be a routine meeting for
the Central DeWitt School Board.
Instead, it was a roudy touchdown celebration for a team that just won the Super Bowl on
a desperation “Hail
Mary.”
OK, maybe that’s a
bit of a stretch. Still,
seeing two prominent Clinton County
officials high-fiving
unsuspecting Central
DeWitt Community
School Board members livened things
up a bit.
ANGELA
Just as the DeWitt
RHEINGANS
City Council did a
month ago, the school board embraced an
intergovernmental student-loan-assistance
program that aims to woo young college
graduates to live and work in the county.
At a time when the overall labor pool
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Between
a rock and
a kind place
By KATE HOWES

Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

Left: Dylan McDermott waits for a pretend stoplight to turn green before
continuing on his way.
Above-middle: Hayden Cordero demonstrates the proper way to sit on
a four-wheeler to her fellow group members.
Above right: Delmar businesses sponsored town vehicles and universal
helmets for kindergarten and first-graders to use during a Safety Town
program in Delmar.

While Lu Ann Freese, of DeWitt, was
recovering from surgery in January, she
needed something to do.
After all, she was stuck indoors during a
long, cold winter, and she missed seeing the
kids every day at Creative Learning Center,
where she has worked for nearly 13 years.
The 59-year-old recently learned about
a grassroots movement called “kindness
rocks,” in which people give out and receive
rocks painted with images of cartoon characters, animals, designs, quotations, etc.
The rocks often are posted on social
media, and those who find them share where
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STEAK DINNER
Formerly the Keppy General Store
Established 1871

Patti Rock,
CPRW, CEC,
CEIC, CCC

101 S. Main St. • Donahue, IA

563-282-2222

Friday and
Saturdays Only
Coupon expires
December 1, 2019

