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KREITER NAMED TO PRO BOWL
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Now Offering
Permanent Makeup

‘Enhanced’ 
senior care 
company 
announced

‘You’re 
important  
to someone’

WesleyLife, Genesis 
expanding in DeWitt, 
Bettendorf communities
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

A partnership between two healthcare enti-
ties will bring new senior living services to 
DeWitt, officials said Wednesday. 

Genesis Healthcare Systems and WesleyLife 
will join July 1 to 
create a new orga-
nization that will 
oversee the admin-
istration and day-
to-day operations 
of Westwing Place. 
Patient services will 
continue like nor-
mal after the July 1 
transition, and staff 
will keep their pay 
and benefits, officials 
said. 

The new company will also look to, eventu-
ally, replace Westwing with a new facility that 
they say will help push them into new, modern 

Self-defense program 
teaches protection stills

By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

As a group of women gathered at 

the DeWitt Community Center, Andy 

Friederichsen congratulated them on taking 

their first step toward taking their personal 

safety into their own hands.

The Tae Kwon Do instructor at the DeWitt 

Fitness Center, together with his wife and fel-

low instructor, Tracey, led what was the first 

in a series of self-defense class for women 

ages 12 and up.
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KIDS IN THE KITCHEN
Winter Funderland class full as kids make winter treats

The Observer photos by Nick Joos

Braelyn Hofstatter — with the help of instructor Laura Prichard Miers — coats her pretzel in fondant as 
Braelyn Humes observes. The fondant proved to be a challenge for some of the young chefs; it dried too quickly 
before they could stick on eyes, ears and a snout in the form of a polar bear. Twenty five kids participated in the 
Winter Funderland a class offered by the DeWitt Parks and Recreation Department. Director Kevin Lake said 
the class was full and that P&R would consider offering more classes in the future. The youngsters made winter-
themed treats including marshmallow snowmen, polar pretzel pops and hot chocolate.
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Colorful 
candies 

await use at 
the class.

By the time 
all 25 young 
cooks made 
their way 
through the 
line, fondant 
was on every 
surface.

(Above) In order to make a piece of Tootsie Roll the 
correct size, eight-year-old Lillian Strohman resorted 

to ripping it in half. (Right) Lena Perrone, 9, wipes 
white fondant from her fingers as she holds the 

beginnings of her pretzel polar bear.


