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Remaining employees 
reportedly will begin 
working remotely by  
the end of the year
By TIM MANNING
News Editor

tmanning@dewittobserver.com  

Before the year 2020 arrives, Iowa Mutual 

Insurance Co.’s prominent, 120-year phys-

ical presence in DeWitt officially will end, 

according to company officials.

The handwriting has been on the wall since 

last fall that the workforce numbers were 

continuing to decline at the office in DeWitt, 

where the company was founded in the year 

1900.

In November, Iowa Mutual’s parent com-

pany, Motorists Insurance Group, announced 

that it would be “releasing” 19 employees 

in an effort to cut costs. The layoffs left 36 

employees still working at the stately office 

building at 509 9th St. 

Name change

Three weeks ago, Motorists announced 

a joint venture with BrickStreet Insurance, 

based in West Virginia, as well as a name 

change and a rebranding. 

The company changed its name to  

Encova Mutual Insurance Group and will be 

based out of same headquarters location in 

Columbus, Ohio, where Motorists was based.
Around the same time as the details of the 

rebranding and name change were being 
ironed out, it was rumored that the company 
was in the process of “transitioning” some of 
its remaining employees to work from home 
as opposed to working at the DeWitt office. 

Casie Phillips, the director of corporate 
communications for Encova, recently veri-
fied the rumored transitions. 

DeWitt office targeted
She also announced that three offices under 

the Encova umbrella — those in DeWitt; 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee; and Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin — would be closed by the end of 

County  
preparing 
for state jail  
inspector
Employees of sheriff’s 
office began moving in to 
new facility Monday 
By JOHN ROHLF 
Observer correspondent

Although an opening date is not yet set for 
the new Clinton County Law Center, there 
appears to be light at the end of the tunnel as 
employees of the sheriff’s office employees 
started moving into the facility Monday. 

Clinton County Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Dan Srp said Friday that the 
next big step for the 
county is to have the 
state jail inspector 
come in and sign 
off on the building 
as being ready to be 
occupied and used 
as a detention facil-
ity. 

Srp said the antic-
ipated inspection 
date is slated in 
about three weeks, 
but it is contingent on when other items are 
completed. 

Clinton County Facilities Manager Corey 
Johnson, noted that the jail remains off limits 
to visitors, said the jail cannot be inspected 
until the building is 100 percent completed.

“There can’t be leftover ceiling tile or 
carpet in the building, even though it’s what 
they call our attic stock that we get to hold 
on hand,” Johnson said. “All bed mattresses 
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Iowa Mutual’s DeWitt office will close

The Observer photo by Kate Howes

One-hundred-twenty years after its 
founding in DeWitt, the Iowa Mutual 
Insurance Co. office at 509 Ninth St. will 
close by the end of the year, accord-
ing to an official at Encova Mutual 
Insurance Group.

MARKET MUNCHKINS
Kids again take advantage of day focused on them at DeWitt Farmers Market

Above: Teresa Martens, manager of the 
DeWitt Farmers Market, holds carrots  

and tomatoes; kids were asked to match 
vegetables to their accompanying seeds  

during Kids Day on Thursday.
Far-right: Vendors offer free snacks for  

Kids Day during Thursday’s Farmers Market  
at Lincoln Park in DeWitt. 

Near-right: Fresh flowers were on display.
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