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BYE BYE, CAPTAIN

By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

Over the past couple 
of months, DeWitt Police 
Department Captain Marc 
Swingle has found himself 
doing a lot of job-related things 
for the last time.

Training sessions and meet-
ings are just a couple of the 
duties in which Swingle, who 
will retire after 31 years on the 

force in April, no longer will 
need to participate.

The feeling, he admits, is 
bittersweet. However, Swingle 
knows he is leaving the depart-
ment in good hands.

“I feel like it’s the right 
time,” he related. “I feel very 
confident about the young offi-
cers under me; they’re very, 
very capable and will do a good 
job filling in any gaps.”

The city is in the process of 

hiring Swingle’s replacement. 
The department works with 
both outside consultants and its 
own civil service commission 
to evaluate candidates. 

Over the years
As he thinks back on his 

days with the department — the 
early days, after being hired by 
then-police chief Dick Peasley 
in 1990 — Swingle recalls all 
the changes he has witnessed 
firsthand, both in the depart-
ment and the community.

“Riding around these streets, 

Longtime DeWitt police officer and 
captain retires after 31-year career

“I think of all 
the friends I’ve 

made, both from 
a professional 

standpoint and also 
in the community. 
It’s been like home 

to me.”

— Marc Swingle
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Police 
identify 
found 
remains
Authorities say Terrell case 
now considered a homicide 
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

Authorities said March 31 remains found in 
a wooded area north of DeWitt were those of 
missing Davenport 10-year-old Breasia Terrell. 

She had been miss-
ing since July 10 and 
was the subject of a 
massive, multi-coun-
ty missing-child 
case that included 
multiple searches in 
the eastern portions 
of Clinton County, 
primarily near Low 
Moor and Camanche. 

Police made 
the identity of the 
remains public fol-
lowing an autop-
sy and investigation by multiple agencies, 
including the Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigations and FBI. 

Paul Sikorski, Davenport Chief of Police, 

PAUL SIKORSKI
Davenport Chief  

of Police

RITA HART

TERRELL | PAGE 2

Overflow 
bridge fate 
uncertain
Officials say span over 
Wapsi should be closed
By JOHN ROHLF
Observer Correspondent

The Old Highway 30 overflow bridge 

east of Wheatland was recently inspected 

and deemed “fracture critical.”

The inspection found the bridge cannot 

reliably support more than three tons at a 

time. A bridge that cannot reliably sup-

port more than three tons is supposed to 

be closed, according to National Bridge 

Inspection Standards, said Clinton County 
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By LAURA OLSON
Iowa Capitol Dispatch

Democrat Rita Hart in a surprise 
announcement March 31 said she’s 
withdrawing her challenge to the 
results in Iowa’s 2nd Congressional 
District, citing a “toxic campaign 
of political disinformation” as her 
request for a review of the race’s six-
vote margin grew into a nationalized, 
increasingly partisan dispute.

Hart, who claimed that 22 bal-
lots in the district were wrongfully 
uncounted, said in a statement that 
she filed the challenge petition to 
ensure “the voices of Iowans who 
followed the law are not silenced.”

“Despite our best efforts to have 
every vote counted, the reality is that 
the toxic campaign of political disin-
formation to attack this constitution-
al review of the closest congressional 

contest in 100 years has effectively 
silenced the voices of Iowans,” Hart 
said.

She wished Republican Rep. 
Mariannette Miller-Meeks “all the 
best as she serves the people of this 
great state.”

Miller-Meeks was provisional-
ly seated in January based on the 
state-certified results, and has been 

Hart concedes, withdraws election challenge
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After more than three decades of service, Capt. Marc Swingle is retiring from the DeWitt Police Department. 
He witnessed many changes in both the department and the community during his time on the force, particularly 
in fostering a positive, proactive relationship between officers and residents. In fact, in the fall of 2014, together 
with Chief Dave Porter, Swingle picked up an international award for the city’s community policing at the annual 
International Association of Chiefs of Police Conference.


