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Chicken 
ownership 
possible?

FEMA approves 
county Derecho
relief dollars

City officials hatch urban 
chicken ordinance talks
By NICK JOOS
News Editor
njoos@dewittobserver.com

DeWitt City Council members were posed 
the ultimate question: What comes first — the 
chicken or the ordinance?

And DeWitt City Administrator Steve 
Lindner says he knows the answer. 

“The fact is, we have some chickens in 
town,” Lindner said. “We haven’t permit-
ted any of those, but 
they are here. And 
we’ve started to get 
some calls about the 
ones we do have.”

Linder and the 
council scratched the 
surface on what it 
would take to imple-
ment an ordinance 
that would either 
make chicken own-
ership legal or out-
law it.

Lindner said it’s best not to wing it. Other 
cities in the area, he said, already permit 
chickens, and he promised to examine some 
of their ordinances and craft something that 
matches. 

Assistance available  
to homeowners, renters
By JOHN ROHLF
Observer Correspondent

Clinton County has been granted FEMA 

individual assistance — after earlier being 

denied — for damage caused by the Aug. 10 

derecho.

Impacted residents can apply for assis-

tance by calling 1-800-621-3362, 1-800-462-

7585 for TTY, or at www.DisasterAssistance.

gov.

Clinton County Emergency Management 

Coordinator Chance Kness encouraged 

everyone who needs the assistance to call 

STEVE LINDNER
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(Above) The library’s collection is spread throughout 
the new addition. Express service hours began Monday. 
They are: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday – Thursday; 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. on Friday; and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. 
The new addition was funded by public bonds, grants, 

and both public and private donations. Organizers broke 
ground on the $5.7 million expansion May 20, 2019. 

(Right) Circulation Manager Eden Tarchinski returns 
some books to the shelves Thursday. 
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Public checks out new library addition for the first time at soft opening

Krista Vickers, along with her daughters Illiana and Novalie, enjoy the new addition at the Frances Banta 
Waggoner Community Library on Thursday. Members of the public were invited to a soft opening at the facility in 
anticipation of its full opening this week. COVID-19 will limit its offerings, but patrons will be able to use laptops and 
Chromebooks by appointment, self-check kiosks, and a quick-print station for walk-in appointments, among other 
services.


