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Sue, Sam, and Kori

715 Fifth Ave., DeWitt
 563.659.6166

Tues.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
 Fri. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Sat. & Mon. 
by appointment only

Now Offering
Permanent Makeup

$2 OFF 1 ENTREE    (GOOD THRU JULY 29, 2019)
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Real 
heroes  
to visit 
DeWitt

Chop House
shuttered

Elite soldiers will gather  
at veterans memorial
By TIM MANNING
News Editor

tmanning@dewittobserver.com

Have you ever wondered how you could 
show your personal gratitude to the brave 
heroes who have put their lives on the line 
countless times to 
defend your free-
doms?

Theoretically, at 
any given time, one 
of the elite soldiers 
who has played an 
outsized role in the 
fight against terror 
could be standing 
right next to you … 
and you wouldn’t 
have a clue. 

If it bothers you 
to think you could go a lifetime without ever 
being able to cheer for a current or former 
U.S. Navy SEAL — in the flesh — you 

Country club says ‘other 
parties’ express interest 
in an upstairs eatery

By TIM MANNING
News Editor

tmanning@dewittobserver.com

A chef’s ambitious effort to establish a 
fine-dining restaurant in DeWitt has come to 
an abrupt end after nearly one year in oper-
ation, officials said this week in an online 
newsletter.

The Springbrook Country Club’s Board of 
Directors said the owner of 21 Chop House, 
Sam Voss, asked the board to cancel the 
contract agreement after failing to meet the 
terms of the contract.

The board of directors’ statement in the 
newsletter said it has been contacted by 
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BEATING THE HEAT

By KATE HOWES
Staff Writer
khowes@dewittobserver.com

Wednesday morning at the Clinton 
County Fairgrounds in DeWitt, 16-year-
old DeWitt Central FFA member 
McKenna Stevens gently hosed off her 
Angus heifer, Jasmine’s, shiny black 
hide.

“I usually wash her three times a day,” 
Stevens said, standing at the wash bay 
on the south end of the fairgrounds near 
the swine arena. “But this week, I’ll 
probably do it at least one or two more 
times a day.”

While the fact that it’s July in Iowa 
and it’s fair time usually means the 
weather will be hot, forecasters were 
calling for an excessive-heat warning for 
the remainder of the week —Wednesday 
through Saturday. 

It looks as though escaping the heat at 

this year’s fair are slim to none.

The warmest days — Thursday 

through Saturday — were expected 

to feel like 110 degrees. Anyone who 

planned to be outdoors for any length 

of time was cautioned to take plenty of 

breaks, and drink plenty of water.

John Diercks, of Grand Mound, who 

was volunteering at this year’s fair, 

was watering pigs in the swine arena 

Wednesday morning, the first official 

day of the fair.

He said the safety of all the animals 

being shown at the event — particularly 

in the extreme heat — all boils down to 

one thing.

“Water,” Diercks noted. “That’s the 

most important thing. Keep the animals 

watered and cooled off, and just keep a 

close eye on them. That’s really the most 

you can do.”

Oppressive heat and humidity assault Clinton 
County Fair exhibitors and visitors alike
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Keeping her cow cool is 16-year-old McKenna Stevens, of DeWitt. Stevens, a member of DeWitt Central FFA, said 
she would be keeping her Angus heifer, Jasmine, watered more than usual during the fair given the extreme heat.
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Five-year-old Harper Bahl cradles 
a 3-week-old piglet inside the swine 
arena. Being able to see newborn or 
recently born piglets always is a hit 
with fair visitors.  


