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City hosting open 
house on STAR 
bond final phase
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

The city of Derby is planning 
to host a community open house 
centered around the proposed 
final phase of development 
currently being considered for 
the STAR bond district. The 
open house will be held from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at 
The Venue in Madison Avenue 
Central Park.

Both city staff and member 
businesses involved in 
the development plans – 
including Derby Destination 
Development’s Rick Worner 
and representatives of Imagine 
Resorts & Hotels – will be on 
hand to respond to questions 
and provide information.

As it stands, the proposed 
final phase would include a 
hotel, manmade lagoon and 
beachfront (both to be owned 
and operated by Imagine 
Resorts, which founded Kansas 
City’s Great Wolf Lodge), a 
glamorous camping site run 
by Kansas City-based business 
Suite Tea, an aerial park, 
apartment housing and pads 
for additional retail/restaurant 
development. The final phase 
would be developed on a 44-acre 
tract of land northeast of the 
Derby Target (north of Tall Tree 
Road).

With the open house intended 
to be a come-and-go event 
in a more relaxed setting, 
City Manager Kathy Sexton 
noted there will be no formal 
presentation, rather the 
proposals will be shown and 
discussed as individuals/groups 
arrive.

“The purpose is simply to 
provide another opportunity 
for interested residents to learn 
more about the project and voice 
their questions or concerns,” 
Sexton said.

SEE STAR BOND, 4

Sexton, Mangus prepare for looming city manager transition
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

The proverbial clock is 
ticking at Derby City Hall. 
As December approaches, 
staff are preparing for a 
shift in management as 
Deputy City Manager Kiel 
Mangus gets ready to take 
over for current City Man-
ager Kathy Sexton.

Sexton’s last day work-
ing for the city (Dec. 10) is 
less than a month away, 
leaving not much time 
to impart any last bits of 
wisdom to Mangus as he 
prepares to take over for 
his predecessor.

Sharing 
responsibilities

Mangus took on a new 
position within Derby as 
deputy city manager when 
he was hired three years 
ago. While that allowed for 
the shuffling of some city 
manager duties, both he 
and Sexton realize there 
is still quite a bit to glean 
about the role (especially 
over the last month) before 

the transfer of responsibil-
ities.

“We’re a big small city, so 
the city manager does a lot 
of different things. I want 
to make sure I understand 
how she handles those 
day-to-day items and 
those key relationships 
that I may not know. I’ve 
gotten to know quite a few 
over the three years I’ve 
been here, but 16 years is 
a lot different than three,” 
Mangus said. “The tough 
part about transition is 
everything else doesn’t just 
stop so you can transi-
tion. There’s a lot going on 
and I think we’re trying 
to balance that on top of 
hiring my old position, 
making sure Kathy and I 
get through everything. 
I’m sure come Dec. 11, the 
day after she leaves, I’ll be 
like, ‘well, I wish I would’ve 
talked to her about [this].’”

Divide and conquer has 
been the approach – at 
least somewhat – since 
Mangus was hired, but 
Sexton noted that there 
are a number of tasks to 
handle behind the scenes 

that aren’t as noticeable. 
Especially while Mangus 
and the city council look 
to find his replacement, 
Sexton noted her succes-
sor might have to wear a 

number of hats for a while.
As the city departments 

continue to recover from 
COVID, Sexton noted that 
has added another layer to 
the transition, while one 

of the major focuses has 
been on the city manager’s 
relationship with the coun-
cil. That is something both 
Mangus and Sexton 
noted is especially 

crucial in the wake of an 
election that saw three 
new members earn seats 
on the Derby City Council.

Mangus noted he is 
trying to learn from 
Sexton how to handle that 
transition and educating 
the council members – 
who the city manger works 
for – on the duties of their 
new job.

For Sexton, the job as 
city manager has been a 
matter of “routine running 
of government,” making 
sure the city complies with 
federal and state man-
dates. Over her 16 years in 
the role, she has guided the 
city through a number of 
routine (and some not so 
routine) projects, including 
the creation of new parks, 
public facilities and more.

Derby proud
Admittedly, Sexton said 

she did not know much 
about Derby when she 
first took the city manager 
position in 2006, coming 
over from Sedgwick 
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USD 260 Superintendent Heather Bohaty (left) thanks Derby City Manger Kathy 
Sexton for her efforts on behalf of the community as her last day (Dec. 10) quickly 
approaches.

Another one

BITES THE DUST

NATHAN ALSPAW/INFORMER

Derby football players celebrate after claiming the program’s seventh straight sub-state trophy with a 62-28 victory over Lawrence. The 
team will now prepare to face Blue Valley Northwest in the 6A state championship game on Nov. 27. Check special section inside for 
more details.


