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New courses

Derby High School 
looks to add 
more career and 
technical courses. 4

Boot political parties

Informer Columnist 
David Dinell talks 
about the idea of no 
political parties. 6

Holiday events

The Christmas Tree 
Gala is one of several 
holiday events this 
weekend. 10
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Not knowing how to swim 
didn’t stop her from joining 
Coast Guard, 5

Study seeks to 
find answers to 
flooding
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

What can the city of Derby 
do about flooding issues from 
Spring Creek, now and long into 
the future? 

That, in summary, is what a 
comprehensive report commis-
sioned by the city is all about. 

Experts from the firm of Wood 
Environmental and Infrastruc-
ture Solutions were on hand at 
the Nov. 26 City Council meeting 
to present their findings and 
answer questions about the 
report, called the Spring Creek 
Flooding Improvement Study. 

The study cost $120,000. Dan 
Squires, director of planning 
and engineering, said it was 
money well spent.

“We’ve never had this detailed 
of a study,” he said. “I think 
we got exactly what we were 
looking for.”

Squires said city officials went 
into the process not knowing if 
they could do anything cost-ef-
fective, but believed that they 
likely needed to take a look. 

In his 17 years with the city, 
Squires said staff had evaluated 
solutions, but never have been 
able to run modeling like this 
one has, and seeking outside 
help was the only answer. 

“It wouldn’t be cost effective 

Unsolicited 
materials issue 
will be revisited
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

Another look 
at the situation 
of regulating 
the placement 
of written 
materials on 
the property 
of Derby 
homeowners 

resulted in the City Council 
following a recommended action 
of having the staff report back in 
six months. 

The council examined the 
situation at its Nov. 12 meeting 
and was undertaking a second 
reading of the ordinance at the 
Nov. 26 meeting. 

However, in between that 
period, there was a meeting with 
city officials and representatives 
from the Wichita Eagle and ANS 
Newspapers. ANS is the entity 
that places the printed materials 
in Derby under contract with the 
Eagle. 

At issue is concern that the 
printed material can pile up in 
driveways and yards, especially 
if a house is vacant, and can 
get blown into the street and 
become litter. 

An outright ban on them is 
not possible as that runs into 
First Amendment issues and 
the city would likely lose a legal 
challenge. 

Thus, city officials put their 
attention on how such materials 
are located under what they 
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Changes coming to older fire stations 
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

With their sights set on 
making better use of existing 
space, city officials are seeking 
remodeling of the former Fire 
Station 1 at 128 W. Market St. 
and Fire Station 82 at 1401 Rock 
Rd. 

To make that happen, at 
its Nov. 26 meeting the City 
Council approved a contract 
with WDM Architects for 
$58,050 for architectural and 
engineering design services 
for renovation of the two 
stations. 

There were two proposals 
received: the one from WDM 
and another from Agora 
Architecture for $87,750.

Under the proposal, Station 
1 is to be repurposed for use by 
the Police Department, which 
has long been the plan. 

About half the former fire 
station would be for police 
evidence and records storage 
with offices for two evidence 
personnel. The other half will 
be for vehicle garaging and 
maintenance, including a small 
space for physical training. 

Currently, the bays of the 
station are open and are being 
used for vehicle storage. 

That station is no longer 
needed by the fire department 
as a new station opened this 
past summer at the corner of 
Madison and Woodlawn. 

For Station 82, the plan is to 
renovate it to “better comply 
with current health and safety 
guidelines for fire stations.”

The plan calls to repurpose 
the former chief ’s office and 
adjacent spaces to provide stor-
age for protective equipment 
and laundry equipment. 

The exact layout will come 
out of the plan, said Deputy 
City Manager Kiel Mangus, 
who presented the projects to 
the council. 

One thing that is needed 
at Station 82 is some sort of 
reception area, which the new 
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Top: Fire Station 1 at 128 W. Market. Bottom: current fire station at 1401 Rock Rd. Both Derby fire 
stations will get makeovers in order to gain better use of the facilities.
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Derby head coach Brandon Clark receives a celebratory bath from his players as the Panthers claimed a 63-26 win over Olathe North in 
the 6A state championship game. It is the sixth title in school history and the fifth won since 2013. The Panther head coach was also 
named AVCTL-I coach of the year at the conclusion of the state game. For more information on the game, see page 9.
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