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July 4th 
activities 

in Derby, 5

Answering the Alarm

Derby unveiled a new 
fire station and statue 
on Friday. A public 
event is next week. 3

Healthy sports

DHS Athletic 
Trainer Rex Schott 
talks about issues 
athletes face. 9

Seeing double

Another Dollar Tree 
store will open, 
giving customers two 
locations to shop. 4
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BY DANIEL CAUDILL 
AND ADAM SUDERMAN 

After powerful winds ripped 
through Derby early Sunday 
morning, the National Weather 
Service of Wichita issued a 
report saying the damage was 
caused by straight-line wind, not 
a tornado. 

According to the NWS, a 
survey team found 75 to 90 
mph straight-line wind damage 
across southern and south-
eastern Sedgwick County, with 
most of the tree damage along a 
10-mile path from northwest of 
Peck to Derby. 

That estimate came after 
earlier numbers were deemed 
too high.

A 111-mph wind gust with sus-
tained winds up to 76 mph was 
originally observed at 5:09 a.m. 
on the northwest side of town by 
a Weather Underground station, 
the NWS reports.

“When you see winds exceed 
100 or 110 mph, you see quite 
a bit more structural damage,” 
National Weather Service fore-
caster Mick McGuire said. “They 
just didn’t see a lot of that and 
the damage witnessed during 
the survey was big, healthy trees 
down [and power lines].” 

McGuire said despite the 
changes to initial wind speed 
and gusts, there was no 
questioning the atmosphere that 
fueled Kansas skies on Sunday 
morning. 

The NWS forecaster said 
night skies can “cap” thunder-
storms and how strong they can 
be. However, the opposite was 

true over the weekend.
“Often when the sun goes 

down, we lose that heating and 
it allows the air mass near the 
ground to stabilize,” McGuire 
said. “In this case, we had a 
slow-moving storm system 
coming over the Rockies and 
something like that can remain 

present even into the overnight 
hours.” 

McGuire even suggested 
the storms, which were rich 
in instability and moisture, 
strengthened as they arrived in 
central Kansas. 

“We saw it develop in western 
Kansas and as it was approach-

ing in the overnight hours, it 
remained in place with peri-
odic bouts of damaging winds 
and large hail,” he said. “As it 
approached the area … we saw 
pockets of damaging and even 

extreme winds in some areas.” 
Kaley Bohlen, a communi-

cations specialist with Westar, 
said the company saw the most 

Debris cleanup: Derby’s response and what citizens can do
BY ADAM SUDERMAN
sports@derbyinformer.com 

As Sunday morning’s 
storms hit at approxi-
mately 5:05 a.m., Derby’s 
public works staff assem-
bled for what became a 
12-plus hour day.

Public works director 
Robert Mendoza said 

half of the department’s 
staff were sent to assess 
city streets by 5:30 a.m., 
allowing emergency ser-
vices and citizens to move 
through and see property 
damage, service 911 calls, 
and begin cleanup. 

Mendoza said streets 
were clear and accessible 
by 11:00 a.m. on Sunday 

morning. They then sent 
all active staff to assist 
with the High Park chip 
site. 

“One of the things that 
works well in Derby is 
our public works, police 
and fire department work 
very close together,” he 
said. “We are in constant 
communication and even 

as emergency calls start 
coming in from 4:00 a.m. 
with initial winds and 
concerns, we were already 
communicating.”

A gazebo in Zollinger 
Park was hit by a fall-
ing tree, while a picnic 
structure in English 
Park received minor roof 
damage. Mendoza said 

parks will be secondary in 
cleanup, making sure that 
all streets are taken care 
of first.

The chip site opened at 
8:30 a.m. on Sunday and 
Mendoza said it serviced 
approximately 3,000 loads 
by the time it closed at 
5:00 p.m. 

As of 5:00 p.m. Monday, 

the chip site had served an 
additional 1,426 loads.

“When we’re trying 
to manage individuals 
coming, making sure 
they’re from Derby and 
we’re not pulling in debris 
from outside the city 
limits … it takes time,” 

COURTESY OF NWS

Sunday morning’s storms swept through Derby at approximately 
5:05 a.m. The leading edge of the storm (marked with solid white 
line above), which was a part of a larger complex that impacted 
south-central Kansas, carried wind speed and gusts up to 75 
to 90 mph. The storm that hit Derby moved northeast, while the 
edge swept from west to east across the city. At right, a damaged 
exterior wall at the north end of the Dollar General store was a 
result of high winds on Sunday.

Storm results in damage citywide

JEFF COTT/INFORMER

A summer storm with wind gusts up to 90 miles an hour caused significant damage around Derby early Sunday morning. Residents across town spent most of the day cutting 
and clearing debris from their property, mostly from fallen trees and limbs. Above, residents in the area of James and Woodlawn streets assess the damage shortly after the 
storm moved out early Sunday.
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Expanded storm 
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