
INFORMER
DERBYDERBY

50 CENTS

www.derbyinformer.comIF I T ’S  DERBY NE W S,  YOU’LL K NOW I TIF  I T ’S  DERBY NE W S,  YOU’LL K NOW I T

WEDNESDAY WEDNESDAY ||  NOVEMBER 3, 2021  NOVEMBER 3, 2021

Soccer claims 
regional title, 10

Growth market

Derby Senior Center 
community garden 
prepped for potential test 
crops this fall. 3

Hog wild

Pleasantview Baptist 
Church associate pastor 
leading motorcycle 
training in spare time. 4

Best fiends

Derby gets into the 
Halloween spirit for 
Trunk or Treat events 
held around town. 16

219 E. Madison, P.O. Box 842, Derby, KS 67037 • Phone: (316) 788-4006 • www.derbyinformer.com • news@derbyinformer.comINFORMER
DERBYDERBY

City approves STAR bond expansion to 
further potential development

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

The Derby City Council 
had a captive audience at 
its Oct. 26 meeting, as the 
city hall lobby was full of 
local residents on hand for 
a public hearing regarding 
the expansion of the Derby 
STAR bond district.

As noted by staff, the 
vote at hand was simply 
to expand the boundaries 
of the current STAR 
bond district to include 
a nearly 44-acre tract of 
land east of the Derby 
Sports Zone site (and 
northeast of the Target 
store on Tall Tree Road). 
The vote did not include 
approval of the proposed 
project itself, which 
would feature a Crystal 
Lagoons man-made 
beachfront attraction, 
150-room hotel, glamping 
(“glamorous camping”) 
site and more.

With that in mind, 
the council voted 6-2 

(members Tom Keil and 
Rocky Cornejo were 
opposed) to approve 
expansion of the STAR 
bond district. While the 
proposed project was 
not voted on, the council 
heard many concerns from 
Derby citizens during 
a public hearing – and 
voiced some trepidation 
themselves.

Public concerns
Many residents speaking 

during the public hearing 
were from the Tall Tree 
neighborhood abutting the 
proposed project site, with 
their sentiments sharing a 
common theme – concerns 
over safety and privacy if 
the proposed development 
is approved.

Currently, project plans 
show some of the 300 
proposed apartments and 
the glamping site being 
constructed just north 
of some of the homes 
along Tall Tree Road. 
Several residents wanted 

to make sure there would 
be proper screening from 
the amenities (to allow 
privacy), substantial 
fencing to separate the 
areas (and prevent kids 
from getting in) and a 
traffic study ahead of 
future construction 
– to address issues 
foreseen with opening a 
tourist attraction near a 
residential area.

“Regardless of what 
you put in, I think it does 
need to be considered 
that it’s backed up to a 
neighborhood. It’s not in a 
business area. It’s not in a 
park. It’s not around other 
hotels,” said area resident 
Tiffany Foster.

“I’m not sure where 
Crystal Lagoons come into 
play for a neighborhood 
community,” said Derby’s 
Gretchen Temple. “The 
location is terrible, 
absolutely terrible.”

Derby resident Karen 
Myers also brought up 
the State Legislature’s 

recent audit of STAR 
bond attractions – which 
found that only three of 16 
attractions reviewed met 
the program’s tourism-
related goals over the past 
three years. Derby’s Field 
Station: Dinosaurs was not 
among the three.

Given those numbers 
and other questions 
regarding accessibility (i.e., 
price point of attractions), 
Myers and other residents 
questioned if the latest 
proposed STAR bond 
project was the right fit for 
Derby.

“I’d love to see the 
feasibility study that says 
this is going to to work 
in Kansas and Derby. 
They may be right on 
target saying that we’ll 
get close to a quarter of 
a million people. I hope 
that we would, but the 
neighborhood doesn’t 
look like there’s enough to 
attract that many people,” 
said Pat Baldridge. “I’d 
like to see it turned into 

something that’s beneficial 
and it can be used, but I’m 
just not sure this is the 
answer.”

Working together
Marc Abbott, counsel 

for Derby Destination 
Development, spoke to 
some of the concerns 
raised by residents 
regarding the proposed 
project. Chiefly, he noted 
developers see some of the 
same issues (like safety 
liability) from another 
perspective and are 
willing to work with Derby 
to meet the perceived 
needs.

“We want this to be a 
project that is welcomed 
in the community. We 
still believe in the family-
friendly direction the city 
has as its goal,” Abbott 
said. “I don’t think there’s 
a difference in what is 
desired, it’s just how can 
we cooperate.”

Abbott refuted 
comments regarding the 

legislative audit, calling 
the cell phone tracking 
used to collect tourism 
data an unreliable 
method. He said the 
Wichita Sports Forum 
had self-reported 600,000 
annual visitors for one 
year tracked, but cell 
phone data showed only 
300,000 visitors (which 
would not include younger 
children who do not have 
cell phones).

“Visitation and 
attracting out-of-state 
tourists is not the 
overriding and sole 
purpose of STAR bonds,” 
Abbott said. “STAR bonds, 
as it expressly states, are 
to assist in development 
of eligible areas thereby 
promoting the general 
welfare of the citizens of 
the state.”

Following legislative 
action last session which 
extended the STAR bond 
act, allowing issuance of 
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Expansion of the Derby STAR bond district, approved Oct. 26, allows discussion to continue regarding a potential Crystal Lagoons attraction – to feature several possible 
aquatics-based activities (with exact plans still in the developmental phase).
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Derby schools opens COVID testing site at Wineteer
BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com

A second COVID-19 test-
ing site is now open in the 
Derby school district.

The new testing site is 
at Wineteer Elementary 
School, one of three USD 
260 schools in Wichita. 
It joins the Educational 
Support Center in Derby 
in offering free COVID-
19 testing to students 
and staff members who 
have been identified 
as a close contact – 
providing an alternative to 
quarantining.

“The site will offer 
families that live outside 
Derby city limits easier 
access for before-school 
testing,” reads a district 
release. “The additional 
site is staffed with existing 
personnel.”

Close contact and/
or symptomatic family 
members of Derby 
students and staff are also 
eligible to be screened for 
COVID-19 if requested. 

As of Oct. 22, the district 
said it had administered 

4,058 tests – 151 of which 
came back positive. That’s 
a positive rate of 3.72%. 

Students and staff 

members who are exposed 
to COVID-19 at school have 
the option of doing on-site 
antigen testing each day 

prior to attending class. 
Individuals that take part 
in this option, continue 
to be asymptomatic and 

maintain a consistent 
negative test through day 
eight do not need to stay 
home and can continue to 

come to school and school-
sponsored activities. 

Individuals that test 
positive are required to 
be picked up immediately 
and to quarantine 
per  guidance from the 
state and county health 
departments. Those 
participating in on-site 
screening are required 
to wear a mask until they 
have finished their testing.

The first year of the 
testing program is covered 
by a $668,973 grant from 
the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
(KDHE), much of which 
is designated for the staff 
and equipment necessary 
to run the testing program.

A third testing site is 
expected to open at the 
Carlton Learning Center 
sometime this school year, 
once construction is com-
plete at the new Oaklawn 
Elementary School. 

The ESC, 222 E. Madison 
Ave., is open for testing 
from 6 to 8:30 a.m. on 
weekdays. Wineteer’s 
testing site is open from 6 
to 7:30 a.m. on weekdays.
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Wineteer Elementary School will host the second COVID-19 testing site in the Derby school district. The district is 
hoping it will allow better access to USD 260 residents who live in Wichita.
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