
Wednesday 37/22
PartlyCloudy

Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 30s
and lows in the low 20s.

Thursday 38/19
PartlyCloudy

Mix of sun and clouds. Highs in the
upper 30s and lows in the upper teens.

Friday 38/17
PartlyCloudy

Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 30s
and lows in the upper teens.

Saturday 42/23

Times of sun and clouds. Highs in the
low 40s and lows in the low 20s.

Sunday 54/31

Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s
and lows in the low 30s.

Monday 57/31
MostlyCloudy

Considerable cloudiness. Highs in the
upper 50s and lows in the low 30s.

Tuesday 52/26
Cloudy

Mostly cloudy. Highs in the low 50s
and lows in the mid 20s.
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Stay on top of Derby’s weather daily by going to derbyinformer.com and clicking on “Derby Weather” at the top right of the home page

The business of snowstorms,
boom or bust

By Linda Stinnett

linda@derbyinformer.com

With back-to-back snowstorms in the Derby area, local 
schools, organizations and businesses have felt an impact – 

for many a bust, followed by the boom of better weather.
When the first snowstorm – dubbed “Q” – 
brought its oficially recorded 12.8 inches in 

the Derby area Feb. 20-21, a majority of local 
residents decided to stay close to home. 

Some businesses also decided to do the 
same and closed during the second day 
of the storm. Paul Cohlmia, owner of 
Riverside Cafe, said he closed early on 
Feb. 20 and stayed closed the following 
day. On Monday, as winter storm 
“Rocky” began pouring heavy snow at 
noontime in Derby, with a forecast of 
9 to 13 inches of additional snow and 
blizzard conditions, he said he knew 
he likely was looking at another day 
closed on Tuesday.

“We have a substantial senior 
crowd,” he said. “They don’t get out 
(in bad weather) as much.”

Cohlmia said the heavy snows do 
hurt businesses with lost revenue and 
some additional expenses – such as 
a couple of hundred dollars to pay 

someone to clear the parking lot.
He also has concerns for employees who lose time at work. 

For his employees that is also lost tips, which diminishes 
their paycheck.

“It just keeps going on and on,” he said.
Sean Hadipour, owner of Radio Shack in Derby, said he 

did not close the doors during the snowstorm.
“We should have, but we didn’t,” he said. 
During the storm he had three customers and even when the 

weather warmed back up following the storm, the customers 
did not return. His products are usually not an emergency 
purchase, so they can wait, he said.

For Dr. David Drake, owner of Rainbow Valley Veterinary 
Clinic, his customers were also staying indoors. That meant 
canceled appointments and few people feeling a need to rush 
their pet to the doctor.

“It deinitely impacts businesses,” he said.
He said most pets these days are kept indoors, but even 

for those which are housed outside, the weather has not been 
cold enough to be a major concern. Pet owners should make 
sure the pet has water, food and shelter.

“As long as they are able to get out of it they are ine,” 
he said.

Typical Kansas snowstorms are followed by warming 
temperatures which help clear the roadways. That did occur 
this past weekend, sending shoppers to restaurants and 
grocery stores.

Several of those stores had shelves cleared by the crowds, 
sending employees scrambling to keep them stocked with 
shovels, sleds, ice melt, ice scrapers, milk, bread and the 
ingredients for homemade comfort food.

The Blizzard of Oz 2013

please see SNOW,  page 3

SPORTS
Becker wins state wrestling title, 

team places third in 6A state tourney 
Senior Ben Becker battles back through grueling 

championship match after taking penalty for false start.
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NEWS
One-stop tracking is a monstrous success 

for local school district   
Since using a new data warehouse, local educators 

have seen some test scores increase by a third.
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Nick Jayne and his daughter Hayley 
took advantage of the near record 
snowfall last week with some father/
daughter time in High Park.

• School’s snow days follow strict criteria - Page 4 
• Is the snow enough to end Derby’s long drought conditions? - Page 4
• Crews clear snow from primary streets, will not do side streets - Page 5
• More photos of the snow - Page 14 and online at www.derbyinformer.com

See more
snow coverage inside
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A group of Derby snow plows heads south on Rock Road in destination to clear more 
streets on Feb. 21.


