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Fun in The 
Kitchen, 5

Grand old flags

Pieces of history found 
in storage now on 
display in exhibit at the 
Derby Public Library. 3

Taste of history

After years of waiting, 
Yuengling – America’s oldest 
brewery – introduces its 
products in Kansas. 4

Helping paws

Park Hill Elementary 
helps out one of its own 
with fundraiser for 
therapy dog training. 12
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Panthers finish on top

Derby FD continues to adapt to growing medical calls
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

As is in the title, Derby 
Fire and Rescue keeps 
busy with its fair share 
of fire calls. But a major-
ity of the department’s 
work over the past few 
years has fallen more into 
the category of medical 
response – with roughly 
60% of the annual calls for 
the department classified 
as EMS/rescue.

With the increasing 
number of emergency 
medical services and 
rescue calls, Derby FD is 
evolving and continually 
analyzing best practices 
for the community it 
serves – both now and in 
the future.

Current capabilities

Along with fire depart-
ments being required to 
work under a medical 
license, Sedgwick County 
Emergency Medical 
Services System Medical 
Director Kevin Brinker 
in Derby’s case, all Derby 
firefighters must also be 
credentialed emergency 
medical technicians 
(EMTs) through that 
director – as well as the 
state.

EMT certification 
typically translates to 12 
college credit hours (a full 
semester), which Derby 
Fire Chief John Turner 
noted is the baseline.

On top of that, Derby 
FD also has one advanced 

EMT and four paramed-
ics currently on staff. 
To become a paramedic 
requires a two-year 
degree that concentrates 
on emergency medical 
intensive care.

“They’re highly trained 
and they have a lot more 

leeway with drugs and 
[assisting] airways and 
those kinds of things,” 
Turner said.

While the direction 
on medical training 
comes from the county, 
it’s something Turner 
noted his department has 

become more focused on, 
especially with the grow-
ing number of medical 
calls.

Currently, the National 
Fire Protection Associ-
ation’s benchmark for 
response time on EMS 
calls is five minutes. In 

2021, Derby Fire and 
Rescue recorded an aver-
age response time of five 
minutes and 44 seconds 
on such calls, which 
Turner noted is “work-
able.”

In assessing whether 
more EMS services 

through the county are 
needed, Turner noted 
the department has first 
looked to bring on more 
staff with advanced train-
ing to help process more 
of the medical calls.

“Something we’ve kind 
of evolved into this last 
hiring process is getting 
some of those higher level 
paramedics on fire, so 
they can start some of 
those procedures before 
the ambulance arrives,” 
Turner said.

“That’s a skillset 
that chief has valued,” 
said City Manager Kiel 
Mangus. “We have one 
on each shift that has the 
ability to push drugs and 
do things that some of our 
other base firefighters/
EMT staff couldn’t do.”

During the 2022 depart-
ment hiring, two of the 
three additional firefight-
ers brought onto staff 
were trained paramedics.

Additionally, Deputy 
City Manager Dan 
Bronson noted that of 
the medical calls Derby 
FD responds to, 80 to 
85% are calls that can 
be run by an EMT with 
basic life support (BLS) 
training. Paramedics with 
advanced life support 
(ALS) training can usually 
cover the rest, though 
Turner noted the cutoff is 
typically any call requir-
ing a narcotic response 
(i.e., seizures, pain man-
agement, etc.)

COURTESY/JOEL CRAIG

Troy Allen hoists the 2023 Class 6A wrestling trophy following the state tournament on Feb. 25. The Panthers 
cruised to victory with 10 state medalists, including one state champion. More coverage inside on page nine. 
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Derby firefighter/paramedic Nate Keller is shown prepped for a medical call – with a growing amount of equipment 
and resources helping the department better manage such calls.
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Knowlyn Egan embraces head coach Bill Ross after 
winning his state title match at 157 at the state 
tournament on Feb. 25. 

DHS wrestling claims 

seventh team title in 

program history


