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Former
operator out
at Derby’s
Hampton Inn
BY DAVID DINELL
news@derbyinformer.com

accessibility to each other is
so valuable on a daily basis.”
Another key feature in
each department’s section
of the administrative center
is extra office space, which
will enable the district for
future growth, Director of
Operations Burke Jones said.
He said the development of
the building’s many features,
from graphics to office
space, was a collaborative
process.
“Early on, district staff
went to Kansas City,
Oklahoma, and Texas and
looked at other facilities that
had been built recently, and
then they really took some
of those concepts and made
their own building,” Jones
said. “The district committee
for that building was highly
instrumental in the design,
working with the architects,
to make sure that building
had everything that we

There have been a
couple of changes at
Derby’s Hampton Inn:
the former operator of
the business is no longer
associated with it and the
hotel – after a property tax
abatement – is now back
on the tax rolls.
The
Hampton Inn
had been
operated
since 2012
by Johnnie
Parmar,
Johnnie Parmar who along
with his
wife,
P.J., have
been in
the hotel
business
in Arkansas City
P.J. Parmar
and Pratt.
The Parmars were not
available for comment;
however, the current
general manager on duty,
who declined to provide
her name, confirmed that
Parmar was no longer with
the entity.
“The bank owns it now,”
she said.
She declined to name
the bank. In previous dealings, the hotel’s bank had
been RCB Bank, but it had
assigned its duties under
terms of Industrial Revenue Bond financing used
by the hotel to Security
Bank of Kansas City. Bank
officials were not available
for comment.
No bankruptcy filing
was found at federal court
in Wichita for the property.
The manager said
operations at the property
at 1701 E. Cambridge St.
near the intersection of
Rock Road and Patriot
Avenue, continue.
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This photo shows the new Derby Public Schools administrative center at 1550 E. Walnut Grove Rd. Derby school board members toured the
new facility at their Feb. 8 meeting.

BOE tour offers first look at new
Derby administrative center
BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com
embers of the Derby
Board of Education
toured the district’s
new administrative
center at their Feb. 8 meeting
– which was the first public
look at the completed
building.
Residents in USD 260
approved development
of the nearly $12 million
administrative building,
1550 E. Walnut Grove Rd.,
in 2018 as part of a package
of bond projects across
the district. Construction
on the two-story building,
right beside Tanglewood
Elementary School and just
west of the Derby Public
Library, began in 2019 and
wrapped up in fall 2020.
Much of the district’s
administrative team
previously operated at the
old administrative center,
120 E. Washington St.
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“It’s been great to watch
the progress, especially
the older buildings,” said
Matthew Joyce, a Derby
school board member since
2009.
While the BOE faced
some challenges with bond
budgets early on, Joyce said,
the district worked hard
to ensure projects stayed
within budget.
Among the administrative
center’s many features,
Joyce said the openness, vast
amount of storage space,
additional storm shelter for
Tanglewood Elementary and
the “much needed” meeting
rooms stand out the most.
Other major features
at the building include
new office space for all
of the administration’s
departments, a board
meeting room fit for livestreaming and recording,
two kitchens, several
conference rooms, Derby
schools-themed graphics,

and magnetic walls to
feature staff, students and
their work.
“It’s a place to bring
visitors to the district for
those looking to relocate to
Derby for Derby schools,”
he said. “I have already
seen the district become
more efficient [due to
the new administrative
center], but I look forward
to the unlimited training
opportunities once COVID
restrictions are lifted.”
The new building brings
district staffers who were
previously spread across
three buildings under
one roof. That has been
key to helping the district
run a smoother ship,
Superintendent Heather
Bohaty said.
“We moved in early
in November and
immediately can tell the
difference in efficiency and
communication between
departments,” she said. “The

Expansion of golf cart usage within
current Derby boundaries discussed
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com
Safety enhancements were
the initial focus of a discussion
on municipal code ordinance
updates brought before the
Derby City Council at its Feb.
9 meeting. The intent was to
change a section regarding
golf cart usage – treating
carts crossing the street like
pedestrians (to not leave the
curb suddenly into the path of
a vehicle).
“The goal is clarity and the
ultimate goal is safety, and
I think the provision to the
ordinance promotes both,”
said Derby Police Chief Robert
Lee.
Eventually, though, the
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discussion went out of bounds
as the council began to debate
the merits of allowing golf
cart usage in broader settings
around Derby.
Currently, the ordinance
makes it unlawful for any
person to operate a golf cart
on highways or streets within
the corporate city limits.
There are, however two
exceptions: the streets located
within the boundaries of
Patriot Avenue (north), Rock
Road (east), Meadowlark
(south) and Woodlawn (west)
and for the sole purpose
of traveling between an
individual’s residence and a
golf course or on a cart path.
Recalling previous
discussions on the issue,

council member Rocky
Cornejo brought up a prior
request from a citizen asking
if they would be allowed to
travel to Braum’s in a golf cart.
Cornejo also questioned if
travel between homes within
the outlined boundaries would
be allowed. Under the current
ordinance, those operating
golf carts are intended to
take the “most direct route”
between their own home and
the golf course.
The proposed ordinance
update was the first brought
before the council in quite
some time, City Manager
Kathy Sexton noted, stating
staff could certainly look at
SEE GOLF, 3
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Per the council’s instruction, potential golf cart usage could be expanded
in the currently allotted boundaries – between Patriot Avenue (north),
Rock Road (east), Meadowlark (south) and Woodlawn (west).
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