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Stadium project

Derby’s football 
stadium renovations 
have been pushed 
back a year. 3

Derby woman in leadership

A longtime Derby woman 
was recently named the 
new city administrator 
for Andover. 4

Homecoming

DHS Homecoming 
candidates announced, 
winners to be crowned 
Friday. 14
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DPS: Removal of Trump flag was done in error
BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com 

Derby Public Schools said a 
district official acted in error 
when they took a Trump-
related flag from a student and 
requested the student return it 
to his car at Friday night’s match 
against Newton.

In line with the theme of 
“Military Night,” student attend-
ees at the varsity football game 
were decked out in patriotic gear, 
including red, white and blue 
body paint, garments and United 
States flags.

Some students also showed up 
to express their support for Pres-
ident Donald Trump by painting 
“MAGA” or “Trump 2020” on 
their bodies. At least one student 
brought a Trump 2020 flag. 

After an investigation of the 
incident, the district determined 
“there was a misunderstanding 
about how to handle any flags 
that may have been brought into 
the event that evening,” said 
Andy Koenigs, assistant superin-
tendent of human resources, in a 
statement to the Informer. 

A photo obtained by the 
Informer appears to show 
Derby High School Assistant 
Principal Alison Strecker holding 
a rolled-up Trump 2020 flag as 
multiple students gather around. 
A police officer and another 
district official can be seen 
talking to students. 

Citing privacy concerns, the 
district declined to confirm the 
identity of the official holding the 
flag in the photo. 

While the DHS student hand-
book does not appear to have any 
specific reference to flags or sym-
bols at school-sponsored events, 
it says “students are expected to 
maintain standards of behavior 
that are acceptable to school 
personnel at all school-sponsored 
activities, home and away.”

“Any unacceptable pattern of 
conduct (e.g., disrespect, defi-
ance, disruptive behavior, harass-
ment, inappropriate language, 
inappropriate displays of affec-
tion) will be dealt with by staff 
and/or school administration,” 
reads the policy under “General 
Rules of Conduct” on page 29. 

It is unclear what circum-
stances led to the flag being 
removed from the student‘s pos-
session. The district declined to 

confirm whether the student was 
being disruptive or otherwise 
violating school policy.

The student could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment. 

An eyewitness report 
Lt. Kevin Miller, a lifelong 

Derby resident, submitted a 

witness statement to district 
officials and the Informer. Miller 
is a member of the Kansas Army 
National Guard. 

As he was returning to his seat 
right before kickoff, Miller said 
he saw what appeared to be a 
district official holding a Trump 
2020 flag, which he says he had 

seen in a student’s possession 
earlier. 

“Within a few feet from this 
female wearing a Derby shirt, 
[who] appeared to be a faculty 
member, I had heard her say, 
clear as day, ‘not my president,’” 
Miller wrote in his statement. 

Miller says the student then 

responded, “he is your presi-
dent!” 

Derby Public Schools said 
Monday that Miller’s report is 
inaccurate. 

“After a thorough investiga-
tion and interviewing multiple 
witnesses (adults and students) 
in the immediate vicinity of the 
incident ..., we have concluded 
that no school official made the 
statement ‘he is not my presi-
dent,’” Koenigs said.

Miller said he did not see the 
events leading up to the inci-
dent, nor does he know any of 
the students involved. He said 
he wanted to bring forth his 
statement to help set the record 
straight.

“I am only reporting on the 
facts [that] I know to be true as 
a credible witness to the events,” 
Miller wrote. “I did not hear 
anything mentioned before the 
fact nor after.” 

The district declined to 
confirm whether the official 
removed the flag from the stu-
dent’s possession before he was 
asked to return it to his car. 

“... We would not provide fur-
ther detail regarding student or 
staff incidents,” Koenigs said. 

DPS ended its statement by 
apologizing for the error, saying 
it supports students’ rights.

“We apologize for the situation 
that occurred last night and 
regret that this incident may 
have detracted from Military 
Night and the celebration it is 
meant to be for our members of 
the military.” 

Legal precedent 
In the landmark Supreme 

Court case Tinker vs. Des 
Moines (1969), justices ruled 7-2 
in favor of symbolic expression 
at public schools, after officials 
sent a group of students home 
for wearing black armbands in 
protest of the Vietnam War. 

A description of the case on 
Oyez.org, an online Supreme 
Court database, says the court 
concluded that “students [do] 
not lose their First Amendment 
rights to freedom of speech when 
they [step] onto school property.”

“In order to justify the sup-
pression of speech, the school 
officials must be able to prove 
that the conduct in question 

COURTESY/LT. KEVIN MILLER 

This photo obtained by the Informer appears to show students gathering as Derby High School Assistant 
Principal Allison Strecker holds a rolled-up Trump 2020 flag that was brought by a student to Friday 
night’s match against Newton. The district said Saturday that the removal of the flag was done in error 
and based on a misinterpretation of policy. (EDITOR’S NOTE: Student faces have been blurred out of 
concern for privacy.)
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Tour to spotlight historic local landmarks
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

New residents may not realize 
it, but Derby has a lot of history 
– 150 years of it, in fact. 

To get the city’s heritage out to 
all – local citizens and visitors 
alike – city officials have put 
together several history-oriented 
endeavors from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
on Oct. 9. 

The activities will be centered 
at the Derby Historical Museum, 
710 E. Market St. They include 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
mark the debut of the city’s 
new historical landmark signs 
and a narrated tour of Derby’s 
other six signs. There also will 
be a chance to see the new time 
capsule inside of the museum. 
That capsule will be opened in 
50 years. 

The tour will be available on 
the city’s bus, the Derby Dash, 
or participants are free to drive 
themselves. 

No reservations are needed for 
the bus tour. There will be three 
buses with a guide on each bus 
and the tour is expected to take 
1.5 hours, but will depend on the 
number of people on the bus. 

The ribbon cutting is at 
4:30 p.m. followed by the time 
capsule display. There will be 
refreshments at the museum 
and it will be open for tours. The 
bus tours will begin after the 
time capsule display.

Highlighting the city’s history 
through signs, which is common 
practice among cities and along 
historical roadways nationwide, 
began in 2017, when planning 
started for Derby’s 150th 
anniversary celebration year of 
2019. 

Officials and community 
volunteers got together to 
identify and establish seven 
historic landmarks. 

Unlike many other Kansas 
cities of the same age, Derby 
does not have a historic 

downtown district with brick 
buildings. But, planners say, that 
doesn’t mean it has a shortage 
of history, it just meant that 
some extra effort had to be put 
into place to find the sites where 
history was made and do the 
research on them. 

Bill Smith, the Landmarks 
Committee chairman, said 
members in the group talked 
to quite a few people in town to 
gather their photos, memories 
and historical information in 
order to create the landmarks.

“We could not have done this 
without their help,” he said. 

A Landmarks Committee 
member, Chuck Warren, whose 
family has deep roots in the city, 
said historical education is what 
makes a city special. 

“Learning about Derby’s 
history and sharing it with 
family and friends is what builds 
community pride,” Warren said. 
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The 1897 Lauber Silo, which is northeast of Riley Park at 
Brookwood and Redwood Streets, is one of seven historic Derby 
sites highlighted by a landmark sign and a narrated tour.SEE LANDMARKS, 2


