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Schools deliver 
continuous learning plan

BY ADAM SUDERMAN
sports@derbyinformer.com 

After meeting with nearly 
1,000 faculty and staff through 
video conference calling, Derby 
superintendent Heather Bohaty 
confirmed its Monday, March 30 
start date for continuous learning. 

It’s a part of a massive overhaul 
for Kansas education, responding 
to the K-12 building closure by 
Governor Laura Kelly. USD 260 

teachers began preparation for 
this teaching at the end of Spring 
Break before starting meetings on 
March 23 that will run through 
the end of the week.

“Staff has worked extremely 
hard to be at the point we’re at 
today,” Bohaty said at the March 
23 board of education meeting. “… 
people have been willing to jump 
in so that we can move forward 
with a continuous learning plan 
for the district.” 

A task force was formulated 
by the Kansas Department of 
Education, helping state school 
districts to form a plan that 
would provide a guide for all 
K-12 schools. Swaney Elementary 
teacher Azure Henwood and 
Derby North Middle School 
teacher Dr. Brent Wolf were each a 
part of that group. 

Bohaty said the district now 

COVID-19 takes toll on spring break business
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Once schools go on break mid-
semester, it is typically a time of 
travel and family fun. However, 
as with most walks of life, the 
current coronavirus pandemic 
has thrown a wrench into those 
plans.

Destination businesses – like 
Derby’s Field Station: Dinosaurs 
– are taking a hit under the 
current conditions, with a lot 
of revenue typically coming in 
during the week of spring break.

“That was actually one of 
our busiest weeks of the year 
last year,” said Field Station 
Executive Producer Guy Gsell. 
“Everybody’s in the same boat, 
so you can take some solace in 
the fact that we’re not in this 
by ourselves. Everyone is in the 
same situation.”

Coronavirus precautions 
(social distancing, public 
gathering limitations, etc.) 
forced Field Station to cancel 
its spring break preview week 
outright. Beyond that, though, 
the park is preparing for an even 
larger impact, as guidelines from 
the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommend 
such businesses stay closed for 
eight weeks.

With that extended shutdown, 
Field Station will lose all the 
school dates already scheduled 
as well as spring weekends, 
which could be quite significant.

“The earliest we’re going 
to open now is Memorial Day 
weekend, so that’s going to be 
losses in the six digits for us, 
which is really a daunting loss. 
It was an important part of our 
season,” Gsell said.

Another Derby attraction that 
could also feel that impact is 
Rock River Rapids water park, 
something Derby Recreation 
Commission Superintendent 
Chris Drum said has been 
discussed.

Possible impacts of the 
pandemic have been talked 
about in regards to the city-
owned park (managed by the 
DRC), but currently the DRC is 
working with lifeguards and 
staff as if the park will follow 
its normal schedule – typically 

reopening for the summer on 
Memorial Day.

“We still have full 
expectations to do that and we 
are proceeding with all of our 
trainings and plans to do so,” 
Drum said.

For the DRC and its activity 
centers, even with the temporary 
shutdown, Drum noted there 
were not too many spring break 
activities planned that the 
organization lost business on, 
though it is a time when the DRC 
is seeing increased traffic (with 

kids being out of school, people 
visiting, etc.).

Outside of the revenue 
ramifications, staffing has also 
been hit by the pandemic – as 
Gsell noted Field Station had to 
lay off employees at present due 
to the shutdown. Similarly, the 
DRC has had to furlough part-
time staff.

“Tourism is hit early in any 
kind of economic downturn. 
It’s sort of the thing that people 
can most easily take off their 
list of spending – the vacation 

they were going to take, the trip 
they were going to make – so 
we’re very concerned about the 
economic impact that this will 
have going forward,” Gsell said. 
“We’ll get over the hump of the 
virus, but how long will this 
continue to impact the economy 
and what will that do for the 
kind of tourism that we rely on? 
It’s a serious concern of ours 
because it’s one of the industries 
that’s hit first and hit hardest.”

KELLY BRECKUNITCH/INFORMER

Field Station: Dinosaurs was forced to close during spring break given limitations on public gatherings (no more than 50 people) put into 
place by Sedgwick County.

City extends measures to 
prevent spread of COVID-19
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

A number of additional 
measures were taken by 
the city of Derby last week 
to increase its efforts 
to fend off the spread of 
coronavirus.

With the already 
announced temporary 
closures of city hall and the 
senior center, the Welcome 
Center was added to that 
list, with all three shuttered 
as of March 18.

Meeting structure is also 
being amended to further 
the city’s commitment to 
social distancing – with the 
planning commissioners 
and city council members 
being allowed to participate 
remotely in the immediate 
future. 

Commission and coun-
cil meetings will feature 
a teleconferencing option 
moving forward, while some 
commissioners and staff 
will remain on site in the 
council chambers (to allow 
for live streaming, etc.).

Derby City Manager 
Kathy Sexton noted agendas 
are being streamlined as 
well as an added precaution 
– with some items being 
moved to the consent 
agenda and the public 
forum being eliminated for 
a time, though citizens can 
still email or call city hall 
with their questions and 
concerns.

Additionally, to limit 
traffic flow to the city 
building, new measures 
are being implemented 
in regards to permits and 
utility payments.

For permits, licenses and 
inspections, applications 
will be available inside the 
front doors of city hall or 
at DerbyKS.com. Forms 
can then be emailed to 
permits@derbyweb.com or 
left in the drop box in front 
of city hall labeled “water 
payments only.” Payment by 
credit card can be handled 
over the phone (316-788-
1519), while check payments 
will also be accepted at the 
water bill drop box.

Large plans can be left 
in the designated box 
inside the front doors of 
city hall, along with the 
corresponding application 
and payment.

The city has also imple-
mented new procedures for 
inspection of water heaters 
and heating/air condition-
ing systems in currently 
occupied residences. Con-
tractors installing water 
heaters and HVAC equip-
ment will be given instruc-
tions on how to submit a 
video of their installation 
so a city inspector does not 
need to enter the home. 
Inspections of new con-
struction (unoccupied) will 
continue as normal.
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Derby Public Schools opened its free meal service at the district Central Kitchen (pictured above) and 
Oaklawn Elementary School in Wichita. A total of 763 meals were delivered at both locations. These meals 
are free for children ages 1-18 and they have to be present to receive a meal.
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