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Middle school teacher always ready for next chapter
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

From a young age, cur-
rent Derby Middle School 
reading intervention spe-
cialist Rebecca Saldivar 
found teaching was pretty 
much in her blood. Both 
her mom and her sister 
were teachers and Saldivar 
recalls leading lessons 
with her dolls and stuffed 
animals, always asking her 
brother if they could play 
school.

“I think it’s just always 
been a part of my family 
and always something I’ve 
wanted to do,” Saldivar 
said.

Education is clearly 
important to Saldivar – a 

fitting example of the indi-
viduals honored during 
American Education 
Week (Nov. 16-20), which 
is intended to celebrate 
the ensured quality public 
education opportunities 
for all students.

A long story
Saldivar has been work-

ing at Derby Middle School 
for going on three years, 
but she has been serving 
students in USD 260 much 
longer than that – working 
in the district for more 
than three decades now.

Originally, Saldivar 
student taught at 
Pleasantview Elementary 
before taking her first job 
as a reading teacher at 
Wineteer Elementary. The 
Kansas City native and 
graduate of Wichita State 
University got married 
and took a job in Overland 
Park for one year before 
coming back to take a 
second grade position at 
Derby Hills Elementary – a 
position she held for 32 
years.

Pursuing a master’s 
degree in reading at the 
start of her teaching 
career, that passion 
remained, which 
ultimately led Saldivar to 
take the job as reading 
intervention specialist 
with DMS in 2018.

“I always missed 
teaching those kids that 
were struggling. There 
had been several openings 
along the way where I 
could have gone and taken 
a reading position, but I 
really liked the classroom 
so much that I never kind 
of followed up on that 
until the middle school job 
came open,” Saldivar said. 
“These guys have got to get 
their reading skills up to 

grade level and I feel like 
I’ve got to really work hard 
not only to get them to 
where they need to be but 
also to build that love of 
reading so that they want 
to pick up a book, they 
want to read, they find out 
that reading is fun and 
you learn things when you 
read.”

While Saldivar thought 
she was always making 
a difference as a second 
grade teacher, she has 
seen how much more of a 
difference she can make 
getting back into reading 
full-time.

Sparking a passion
An avid reader herself, 

Saldivar said getting her 

first set of books – the 
“Little House on the 
Prairie” series – as a 
birthday present helped 
build that interest. The 
original airing of the 
television show along 
with a trip to Wichita’s 
Cowtown around the 
same time helped 
galvanize that.

Her own interest 
reinforced the importance 
of reading to Saldivar, 
which helped dictate her 
teaching focus and led 
her to try and foster that 
in others – knowing how 
difficult that can be.

“Reading is something 
that doesn’t come 

COVID moves three schools to online only
Fears and concerns 
expressed at Gating 
Committee meeting
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

A recent report to 
school board members 
from the district’s Gating 
Committee indicated 
that Derby schools might 
be avoiding an increased 
spread of COVID-19. But 
less than 24 hours later 
after receiving updated 
student and staff numbers 
on infections, quarantines 
and more, it appears the 
trends are leaning toward 
an upward spike.

Results of the Tuesday, 
November 10 Gating 
Committee meeting led 
committee members to 
agree that both Derby 
middle schools and the 
high school would move 
from in-person learning 
to virtual learning – 
meaning classes and 
teaching will take place 
offsite and online only. 
The change started 
Monday, November 16. 

It was decided that 
all elementary schools 
would remain in-person, 
due to smaller increases 
in COVID numbers as 
compared to the other 
buildings. 

The district has also 
moved into the orange 
level on the gating 
criteria chart (see chart 
on page 3). The chart 
indicates which criteria 
will impact decisions on 
school operations and is 
based on considerations 
of COVID-19 community 
transmission and more. 

Virtual learning will 
continue through Nov. 
24. Thanksgiving break 
starts the next day, so 
students will be out of 
school through Sunday, 
Nov. 29. The next Gating 
Committee meeting is 
scheduled for Nov. 25 to 
determine learning modes 
for Nov. 30 through winter 
break. Superintendent 
Heather Bohaty can also 
make decisions in the 
event of drastic changes 
in COVID infections that 
might require immediate 
action.

At the Monday night 

school board meeting, 
local physician and Gating 
Committee member 
Dr. Marty Turner said 
community COVID 
numbers are starting to 
spike, but in Derby schools 
they are not. 

“Even though 
the numbers in the 
community are getting 
high, the safest place 
to be is in the schools 
because we are following 

protocol,” Turner said. 
The recommendation 

approved by the school 
board was to make school 
operational decisions 
based on putting a heavier 
weight on community 
and school district 
COVID trends, over total 
Sedgwick County trends, 
as cases and quarantine 
numbers continue to rise.

It was also 
recommended to provide 

some flexibility on 
decisions going forward 
with school athletics and 
activities based on data 
within each of the specific 
activity areas.

By Tuesday’s Gating 
Committee meeting, 
a group made up of 
predominately USD 
260 staff felt that it was 
necessary to make a 
change. New infection 
and quarantine numbers, 

along with staff input, led 
the way to that change. 

Derby Schools 
COVID-19 numbers 

Weekly data provided by 
the Derby school district 
over an 11-week period 
between Aug. 31 and 
Nov. 13 shows 89 positive 
COVID-19 cases were 
reported in students. And 
33 – or 37 percent of the 
total 89 positive cases – 
were reported during the 
most recent 10-day period 
between Nov. 2-13.

In the same 11-week 
period, school district 
data shows 50 positive 
cases reported among 
staff. And 18 of the 50 
positive cases, or 36 
percent, were reported in 
a 10-day period between 
Nov. 2-13. A total of 139 
positive cases in staff and 
students were reported 

in the 11-week period 
through Nov. 13. 

Derby Middle School 
has seen the sharpest rise 
in case numbers recently 
while the high school 
is also reporting more 
positive cases. In a seven-
day period between Nov. 2 
and Nov. 10, Derby Middle 
School reported 11 new 
COVID cases while Derby 
High School reported 9.

Derby elementary 
schools have had minimal 
case counts and, because 
of that, they all will 
remain in the yellow level 
on the gating criteria 
chart. 

With the rise in 
positive cases comes an 
increase in the number 
of quarantines. As days 
progressed, both staff 
and student quarantine 
numbers have been on the 

SEE TEACHER, 5

SEE GATING, 3
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The halls of DHS above are pretty quiet this week. The Derby Schools Gating Committee took action last week that moved three schools to online 
only learning, which started Monday. The change is a result of increasing positive COVID-19 numbers.

POSITIVE COVID 19 TESTS – STUDENTS BY WEEK

Dates Positive Students

Aug. 31-Sept. 4 0

Sept. 7-11 0

Sept. 14-18 2

Sept. 21-25 15

Sept 28-Oct. 2 10

Oct. 5-9 6

Oct. 12-16 12

Oct. 19-23 6

Oct. 26-Oct. 30 5

Nov. 2-6 12

Nov. 9-13 (11:06 a.m.) 21

POSITIVE COVID-19 TESTS – STAFF BY WEEK 

Week Count

Aug. 31-Sept. 4 1

Sept. 7-11 0

Sept. 14-18 0

Sept. 21-25 3

Sept 28-Oct. 2 2

Oct. 5-9 4

Oct. 12-16 11

Oct. 19-23 5

Oct. 26-Oct. 30 6

Nov. 2-6 11

Nov. 9-13 (12 p.m.) 7
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