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School for sale

School board approved 
details to sell administra-
tive property and Pleasant-
view Elementary. 3

Project moves on

A request made by a 
new assisted living 
facility was narrowly 
approved. 4

It’s not closing

The John C. Pair Horti-
culture center remains 
open for now with an 
added mission. 8
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Dana Jewett knew going 
into the evening that her 
children at El Paso Ele-
mentary School wouldn’t 
be affected by upcoming 
boundary changes for the 
2020-21 school year at 
Derby Public Schools.

Her family lives so close 
to the school that they 
might as well have the 
same address.

But she still wanted to 
learn more about what’s 
coming for the district. So 
she attended the first of 
two public meetings about 
the boundary changes, got 
a first look at two concept 
maps and listened to what 
administrators, a consul-
tant and boundary change 
committee members had 
to say.

“There’s a lot of uncer-
tainty for others,” Jewett 
said, seated at one of four 
stations where large maps 
of the two proposals were 
spread out for members of 

the public to pore over at 
the Jan. 17 meeting.

Jewett has a kindergart-
ner and second- and fifth-
grader at El Paso as well as 
a seventh-grader at Derby 
Middle School.

Her greatest concern is 
how boundary changes 
will affect where students 
end up in middle school.

“I would love to see 
where we can feed whole 
schools to the middle 
schools,” she said of what’s 
called a “complete feeder 
system,” where all stu-
dents at an elementary 
school attend the same 
middle school. “That way 
students go to middle 
school with people they do 
know.”

The district’s last 
boundary changes 
occurred in the 2015-16 
school year. 

Superintendent Heather 
Bohaty kicked off the 
meeting by giving some 
history.

“Prior to the bond issue, 
I can tell you we had 

discussions in the district 
where we were seeing con-
cerns in the areas of our 
numbers in the district 
and in our buildings. We 
were seeing some imbal-
ances with numbers,” she 
said, alluding to the bond 
issue voters passed last 
year.

Pleasantview Elemen-
tary School will be closing 
after the 2019-20 school 
year. A new elementary 
school in the Stone Creek 
neighborhood is slated 
to open for the 2020-21 
school year.

Since last spring, the 
district has completed 
an enrollment study and 
leaders have “walked every 
single space and room at 
the elementary, middle 
and high school levels,” 
Bohaty said. It formed a 
boundary committee with 
three representatives from 
each school, members of 
the community and build-
ing administrators. 

The committee is work-
ing under three guiding 

principles, Communi-
cations Director Katie 
Carlson told the Informer 
earlier. One is projected 
enrollment/utilization of 
space. Another is keeping 
neighborhoods intact, 
meaning that boundaries 
should be structured to 
maintain a neighborhood 
within one school’s atten-
dance area and that neigh-
borhoods should not be 
split between two schools. 
Financial consideration is 
the third principle. 

Consultant Robert 
Schwarz of RSP, an Over-
land Park firm the district 
hired to help with the 
boundary changes, said 
the district “wants to have 
the right enrollments. 
We don’t want too many 
students [at a school], 
and we don’t want too few 
students.”

He told parents at the 
meeting that the district 
knows not everyone will be 
happy with the changes.
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Derby school district patrons, staff and boundary committee members listen to discussion during the public meeting last week at Derby Middle School on the upcoming 
boundary changes. The second of two public meetings will be held tonight, Wednesday, January 23 at 7 p.m. at Derby North Middle School.

Derby friends reconnect at commissioning of combat ship
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

When the USS Wichita was 
commissioned earlier this 
month in Florida, Derby had 
a presence on hand. Residents 
Rocky Cornejo and his wife, Juli, 
traveled there to see the event 
and catch up with a couple of 
longtime friends. 

“It was very cool to be at 
the ceremony and see the ship 
representing the largest city 
in Kansas,” said Cornejo, who 
works in the construction 
industry and also is a Derby City 
Council member. 

Cornejo toured the ship, which 
he called “fascinating” because 
of the quality and quantity of 
its high tech equipment. The 
couple was there for four days 
and during that time, there 
were activities for friends and 
family of the crew along with the 
highlight, the commissioning 
ceremony, which attracted top 
Kansas politicians, including 
Rep. Ron Estes, who represents 
Derby along with the rest of the 

Fourth District, and Sen. Jerry 
Moran, who was the keynote 
speaker, and Wichita Mayor 
Jeff Longwell. 

The ceremony, complete with 
patriotic music by a band and 
red, white, and blue decorations, 
was a quality production, he 
said. 

“Anything the military does is 
top-notch,” Cornejo said. 

He said it’s that way with 
the U.S. Air Force at nearby 
McConnell Air Force Base and 
the same with the U.S. Navy. 

The warship was officially 
placed into active service at a 
Jan. 12 commissioning ceremony 
at Naval Station Mayport, Fla., 
which is the ship’s assigned 
homeport.

Among the things Cornejo was 
happy about was the way the 
crew and officers reacted to the 
ship’s name. 

“They really like the name and 
are proud of it,” he said. 

The Cornejos also spent a lot 
of time with their good friends, 
Brian and Katie Tanner. Brian 
Tanner is an information sys-

tems technician responsible for 
voice and data communications 
aboard the ship.

All four are from Derby and 
went to Derby High School 
together and all graduated in the 
class of 2001. 

The four simply enjoyed 
“hanging out,” he said. Due 
to Brian’s military career, the 
couple has had to move to a vari-
ety of assignments, including 
bases in California and Virginia. 

“We hadn’t seen them in a 
while,” Cornejo said. 

Thus, the time they spent 
together made the trip all the 
more special, he said. 

This ceremony was the 
commissioning, which means 
that the ship is ready for active 
duty, Cornejo said. 

Cornejo was careful to point 
out the difference between the 
christening and the launching 
and the commissioning. 

The christening puts an 
identity on a ship’s hull and 
it’s launched into the water. 
However, a period of sea trials 
is required. That’s when the 

new crew and officers report for 
duty and run through a variety 
of tests to ensure that the ship 

can perform as needed. If there 
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Rocky Cornejo, left, with Brian Tanner aboard the newly commissioned 
USS Wichita. Tanner is an information systems technician on the ship. 
Cornejo and his wife, Juli, traveled to Florida for the commissioning 
ceremony and to visit Tanner and his wife, Katie. All four are DHS grads.
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The challenges of boundary change
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Caroline Walck (seated) expresses some of her concerns 
on how the boundary changes could disrupt her children 
who are currently attending El Paso Elementary. Walck 
says they just recently purchased a house in a certain 
area so her children would be able to attend El Paso.
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