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Nine file to run for USD 260 Board of Education
BY DEB GRUVER
news@derbyinformer.com

Four positions on the 
Derby Board of Education 
are open for four-year 
terms. One position is 
open for an unexpired, 
two-year term created 
by former member Mark 
May’s resignation in April. 
Althea Arvin is filling that 
seat, appointed by the 
current board, until the 
first board of education 
meeting in January. Who 
fills that seat after January 
depends on the results of 
the election. Arvin and 
Mark Tillison are seeking 
the unexpired seat.

Following is information 
on the candidates that 
have filed to run in the 
November 5 election. 
The filing deadline was 
Monday.  

Don Adkisson
Background: Adkisson is a 

former 

finance 

director for 

the school 

district, 

working 

there for 18 

years before 

retiring last year. He also served 

as a liaison for the Kansas 

Legislature. He worked for the 

Wichita school district for nine 

years before that. He has lived 

in Derby for 30 years. His two 

children attended school in 

Derby.

Biggest priority: “Trying to 

increase our involvement in 

early childhood education. Our 

grandchildren go to preschool 

in Oklahoma funded by the 

district. I can’t figure out why 

we can’t get to that point (in 

Kansas). I also want to put more 

money into the classrooms to 

ease the expense on teachers 

and parents.

Why he’s running: “It’s a 

chance to stay involved, and 

return to involvement, from a 

different point of view.”

Althea Arvin
Background: School board 

members 

voted Arvin 

in last 

month to 

replace 

the seat 

vacated by 

Mark May. 

Arvin is a veteran of active duty 

service in the U.S. Air Force 

and has 24 years combined 

experience in the defense and 

aerospace industry across 

the Department of Defense 

and aerospace manufacturers 

including Textron Aviation and 

Spirit AeroSystems. She works 

at Spirit AeroSystems Defense, 

where she is a leader of inte-

grated business teams.

Biggest priority: Strong bud-

getary management and bond

projects control.

Why she’s running: My inspira-

tion for running is my experience 

with Derby teachers who

have supported my own chil-

dren with tremendous care and 

professionalism. While I am

not a native Kansan, I made 

Derby my permanent home in 

2013 and want to see

our schools succeed.”

Ron Chronister
Background: He is a small 

business 

owner and 

financial 

representa-

tive at LPL 

Financial — 

the Office of 

Carro, Chro-

nister, Goldsmith, Herrman. He 

served in the Kansas National 

Guard for about 26 years and is 

a former member of the State 

of Kansas Learning Quest 529 

Advisory Board. He recently 

applied for a vacated school 

board position. 

Biggest priority: At a recent 

school board meeting, Chro-

nister said his priority was the 

district’s budget. “How do you 

get the best use of resources? 

The budget varies every year to 

year, and you’ve got to put the 

right people in the right places. 

Current building projects “need 

to stay on budget and on time.”

Why he’s running: He wants 

to promote “positive two-way 

communication between the 

schools and the community.”

Matt Hoag
Background: Hoag has lived 

in Derby since 1983 and is a 

Derby graduate. He and his 

wife have three children (one 

DHS grad 

and two at 

DHS). In 

his sixth 

year on the 

board and 

a longtime 

volunteer, 

he is an enterprise architect 

at Koch Industries focused on 

strategic technology planning.

Biggest priorities: 1. Fiscal 

responsibility. “Over the next 

few years, we must stay focused 

on fiscal responsibility and 

ensuring the bond projects are 

completed with both high qual-

ity and equity in mind, but also 

on-time and within budget.” 

2. Career readiness. “There’s 

nothing wrong with college, 

but not all kids need to attend 

college. We must to prepare and 

celebrate those students just 

as much!”

Music, carnival and more to headline BBQ Festival
BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com 

If you see smoke at High Park 
this weekend, don’t worry. It’s 
most likely from the teams of 
competitors preparing their 
best barbecue at Derby’s annual 
festival. 

Smoke on the Plains BBQ 
and Music Festival is set from 
Thursday, June 6 through Satur-
day, June 8 at High Park, 2801 E. 
James St. With a new name and 
new features, the festival seeks 
to draw new attendees while 
maintaining its popular traits. 

It will feature an all-new car-
nival for kids and families, live 
music, and an array of barbecue 
contests. The city anticipates 
around 7,000 people will attend. 

WEEE Entertainment, based 
in Ford, Kansas, will organize 
carnival activities and rides at 
the festival, with 13 total rides 
for a range of age groups. Con-
cessions will also be available.

The carnival will be active 
from 6 to 10 p.m. each day of the 
festival, as well as from noon 
to 5 p.m. Saturday. Wristbands 
cost $25, while one-ride tickets 
cost $3.

A kids’ corner will be set up 
at the festival as well, featur-
ing attractions like princesses, 
inflatables, a climbing wall, face 
painting, and a caricature artist. 

As suggested by its new name, 
the festival will have a focus on 
music, with live performances 
from four groups throughout 
the weekend.

“The last few years, we’ve 
had bands on Friday night, and 
those have gone over really 
well,” said Communications 
Director Kristy Bansemer. 

Paramount, an ’80s cover 
band based in Salina, will kick 
off the festival’s live perfor-
mances from 7 to 10 p.m. on 
Friday.

Country, folk, and bluegrass 

will be in full swing on Satur-
day, with performances by the 
Haymakers from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Morrison County from 6 
to 7 p.m., and Mountain Deer 
Revival from 7 to 10 p.m.

If live music is received well 
by festival-goers, the city says 
it could become a permanent 
feature of the festival.

Saturday is the main day of 
the festival, with three barbe-
cue contests taking place: the 
Kansas City BBQ Society Cook-
off, Backyard BBQ Cook-off, and 
People’s Choice Contest.

People’s Choice, set from 1 to 
3 p.m., will allow festival-goers 
to taste and select their favorite 
competition-quality pulled pork 

among eight, one-ounce sam-
ples. Tasting kits are $5.

“… [Competitive barbecue] 
teams are from the area – Derby, 
Rose Hill, Goddard, Maize, 
Wichita,” Bansemer said. “And 
we do have teams that come 
from outside.”

Other food and beverage 
options will be available at 
the event, including Shaken or 
Stirred Bartending, food trucks, 
and the Derby Noon Lions Club 
Beer and Beverage Garden.

Hog Wild Bar-B-Q will pro-
vide lunch for military person-
nel, VIPs, and volunteers. 

Fewer secondary contests will 
be held this year, including the 
removal of Kids’ Q, a contest in 

which kids tested their cooking 
skills.

A new steak contest will be 
held Friday night with up to 30 
spots. The contest was open to 
public entries. Participants will 
be given the same steak and 
must cook on site.

Contest winners will receive 
cash prizes and medals.

The Derby Recreation Com-
mission will organize a new 
“Toss Like a Boss” cornhole 
tournament Friday night.

Parking will be available in 
lots by High Park’s baseball and 
soccer fields. The carnival will 
be located on the upper-level 
parking lot by the north play-
ground.

Barring inclement weather, 
grass parking will be accessible 
from Madison Ave. In the event 
of rain, shuttles will be used to 
transport attendees from Derby 
High School’s south parking lot.

Proceeds from the barbecue 
festival will benefit the McCon-
nell Air Force Base Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. The 
City of Derby says it has donated 
$12,000 in festival proceeds to 
the center over the last eight 
years.

There is no entry fee for the 
festival. 

For everything you need to 
know about Smoke on the Plains, 
check out the Derby Informer’s 
June edition of ZOOM magazine. 

JEFF COTT/INFORMER

The 2019 city organized Derby BBQ event will wear a new name label this year. The name, Smoke on the Plains Derby BBQ and Music 
Fest, was created to better define the event and align with a significant addition of live music starting this year. The changes also mean 
the creation of a new logo and signage. Shown above, standing in front of banners to be used at the event that starts Thursday, are Kristy 
Bansemer City of Derby Communications Director, Janae’ Springer BBQ Fest Event Manager and city Multimedia Specialist Justin Miller.
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Get ALL the
   Smoke on the Plains
   Derby BBQ & Music Fest 
    information in the June


