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City gets prime spot on plane’s nose
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

One of the KC-135 
air refueling planes at 
McConnell Air Force 
Base has a piece of Derby 
attached to it – literally. 

In what is termed 
a nose-art ceremony, 
the city’s official 150th 
anniversary logo was 
unveiled on the pilot’s side 
of the aircraft at the base 
on Oct. 2 in front of an 
appreciative crowd of U.S. 
Air Force, Derby residents 
and elected officials. The 
audience also included 
David Craig. And for 
the Derby resident, the 
ceremony had an extra 
special meaning as he was 
a crew member who flew 
on this very same aircraft 
back in 1978, a plane with 
tail number 357 that he 
called “an old friend.”

“It’s beautiful,” Craig 
said. “This is a special 
occasion.” 

He realized it took a 
lot of effort to get the 
approval necessary for the 
artwork to be put on the 
plane – but it was worth it. 

“It’s just an amazing 
feeling; it really warms 
my heart,” Craig said. “It’s 
very personal as I never 
would have expected in 
1978 I would be here in 
Kansas in 2019 seeing my 
new hometown logo being 
put on the plane.”

Derby Mayor Randy 
White repeatedly stated 
that this is “a big deal,” to 
the point he joked about 
asking people how many 
times he was going to say 
that. 

But it was, he said, and 
it was all about building 
a firm, neighborly 
relationship. 

Recognition in a 
special way

White also brought the 
crowd up to speed on the 
history of Derby, including 
several colorful stories, 
such as women busting up 
a saloon and a 1920s bank 
robbery gone bad. 

“We have grown a lot 
from those early days,” 
White said. 

He cited the city’s 
schools, library, parks and 
first responders. He also 
referenced DHS’s AFROTC 
group and its many 
activities. 

And so, a celebration 
was in order for the 150th, 
White said. 

“We wanted to have 
special events throughout 
the entire year,” he said. 
“We didn’t want just one.” 

Therefore, this nose 
art ceremony was one 
of many and it was even 
more special by knowing 
it doesn’t happen often, 
he said. 

“It’s obvious Team 

McConnell wanted to 
recognize us in a special 
way,” White said shortly 
before a black cloth was 
dropped, revealing the 
logo. 

Base commander Col. 
Richard Tanner, who 
also spoke in front of 
the crowd, said nose art 
really took off in World 

War II and it’s also 
important to remember 
the “staggering” death toll 
bomber crews took. 

Of about 125,000 U.S. 
bomber airmen, more 
than 57,000 were killed in 
action. Since they knew 
odds were against them, 
anything to cheer them up 
was warranted, he said. 

Partnership between 
city, base

The crews often 
developed strong bonds 
with the planes they 
were flying, and some 
believed that the nose art 
was bringing luck to the 
planes.

They had some official 

rules about what could 
be on the nose, but given 
the deadly nature of the 
war, nobody cared about 
them. 

The point was to 
get people to have fun, 
think about home, and 
think about peace, 
Tanner said. Today, 
although the toll isn’t 
like it was in the 1940s, 
planes and crews still 
get put in harm’s way 
and no one should forget 
that, he said. 

City Council member 
Jack Hezlep has 
experience with nose 
art as he flew F-4s for 
the U.S. Navy during the 
Vietnam War. Although 
the practice was mostly 
an Air Force one, the Navy 
has its share, mostly with 
“big teeth,” he said. 

“Individual Navy nose 
art was once in a blue 
moon,” he said. 

This particular 
application got his 
approval. 

“It looks really nice,” 
Hezlep said. 

U.S. Rep. Ron Estes 
said the occasion was 
reflective of “the great 
partnership between 
McConnell and the city 
of Derby.”

Estes said that this was 
a new event for him. 

“It’s the first time I’ve 
been to one,” he said.
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Derby Mayor Randy White, left, and McConnell Air Force Base Commander Col. Richard Tanner unveil a logo celebrating Derby’s 150th 
anniversary on a KC-135. Looking on is Airman First Class Michaela Slanchik, who was the ceremony’s narrator.
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David Craig views the Derby logo nose art on an aircraft he flew on back in the 1970s. It’s something he never 
expected to see. “It’s beautiful,” he says. “This is a special occasion.”

School board candidates take questions at DNEA forum
BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com

Candidates for the Derby 
Board of Education addressed 
topics ranging from bonds 
and safety to educators and 
curriculum at a recent forum. 

Five seats are up for grabs in 
the Nov. 5 election, including 
four that are open for four-year 
terms. The fifth seat is open for 
an unexpired, two-year term. 

The forum was hosted 
Tuesday, Oct. 1 at City Hall by 
the Derby National Education 
Association (DNEA). Dave 

Kirkbride, former executive 
director of the Kansas National 
Education Association (KNEA), 
moderated the event. 

DNEA President Kathleen 
O’Brien, a science teacher at 
Derby High School, said the 
group hosted the forum as a way 
to promote civic engagement 
and support for teachers. 

“We want the community 
to get involved and we want 
to make sure that everyone 
has a chance to meet all the 
candidates,” she said. “We care 
about the makeup of the school 
board and want them to be 

teacher-friendly and care about 
our concerns.” 

All nine candidates in the 
Nov. 5 election were present 
except Lauren Ignowski. Those 
candidates are incumbents 
Althea Arvin, Matt Hoag, 
Matthew Joyce and Tina Prunier 
– as well as newcomers Ron 
Chronister, Don Adkisson and 
Mark Tillison. 

After brief introductions, 
each candidate was given two 
minutes to answer a different 
question each round, meaning 
not every candidate answered 
the same questions. Candidates 

were given the bulk of questions 
ahead of time, but a few were 
submitted by audience members 
Tuesday night. 

For length, the Informer has 
selected one response from each 

CANDIDATE CONTACT INFO 

Don Adkisson • 316-788-4846 • d_adkisson@sbcglobal.net

Althea Arvin • aarvin@usd260.com

Ron Chronister • chronisterusd260@gmail.com

Pamela Doyle • 316-516-1380 • pamdoyle1974@gmail.com 

Matt Hoag • mhoag@usd260.com 

Lauren Ignowski • ignowski08@yahoo.com 

Matthew Joyce • 316-207-7121 • rmatthew.joyce@spiritaero.com 

Tina Prunier • 316-788-2529 • tjprunier@usd260.com 

Mark Tillison • icantri316@gmail.com

SEE CANDIDATES, 3


