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Entertainment options continue to expand
Business bouncing back, but still not the same for local entertainment facilities

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Most entertainment 
and recreation venues 
suffered a major setback at 
the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Kansas back 
in mid-March.

Unlike a number of busi-
nesses, places like movie 
theaters, bowling alleys 
and more were deemed 
“non-essential” as part of 
statewide and county stay-
at-home orders, forcing 
them to shut down for 
about two months.

Six months after the 
fact, customers have been 
steadily coming back to 
those businesses in Derby, 
though not quite at the 
same rate as before (due to 
a number of factors).

“We’re only able to 
operate with limited 
capacity, so no we’re not 
full strength because we’re 
supposed to be at half 
occupancy,” said Derek 
Frazier, owner of Derby 
Bowl. “We’ve come back 
strong, it’s just we are 
limited to half occupancy.”

“It’s slowly trending 
back now that they’ve 

opened up some newer 
movies, not so much the 
retro. It’s trending back, 
but it still could be better,” 
said Derby Plaza Theaters 

owner Lori Armstrong.
Occupancy restrictions 

aside, Frazier and Arm-
strong are encouraged by 
what they’ve seen. While 

it may not be business as 
usual just yet, both staff 
and customers have been 
working to maintain 
a steady flow of traffic 

at local entertainment 
facilities.

Between extra cleaning 
and adherence to the 
county’s mask ordinance, 

both Frazier and 
Armstrong said staff have 
done their part to create 
a safe environment for 
customers at this time 
in order to keep business 
going.

At Derby Bowl, Frazier 
noted some regular league 
bowlers have opted out 
of current seasons, but 
leagues are still going 
on – and he expects those 
sitting out to join back in 
once the pandemic comes 
to an end.

Similarly, there are 
varying schools of thought 
on the current situation 
among those who 
patronize the Derby Plaza 
Theaters, but they are all 
happy to have that outlet 
available to them again.

“The ones who have 
come in, they’re glad 
that we’re open again,” 
Armstrong said. “They’re 
glad that we’re able to do 
what we have been able 
to do.”

Neither Frazier nor 
Armstrong foresaw the 
pandemic continuing this 
long and while they are 
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Golfers tee off on the driving range at Derby Golf and Country Club – an entertainment facility that has stayed 
relatively busy through the current pandemic.
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Derby Public Schools 
confirmed two positive cases 
of COVID-19 inside the high 
school. 

A notice was sent to families 
on Monday morning, Sept. 
21, as to who may have been 
near the confirmed cases. 
Additional sources confirmed 
the cases, which have also been 
identified as members of the 
football team, which sparked 

a wave of home quarantine for 
approximately 300 students 
and staff. These specifications 
were provided by the Sedgwick 
County Health Department and 
its guidelines for positive cases 
of the virus. 

After further investigation, 
Derby Public Schools 
announced that the Sedgwick 
County Health Department 
identified 94 students and/
or athletes that were close 
contacts of the two positive 
cases. Those students will 

remain in quarantine. Those 
numbers include students in 
class, members of the JV/Varsity 
football team and the entire 
freshman football team.

The news of the quarantine 
was first reported by Blake 
Chadwick of Panther’s Tale and 
Panther Publications.

The school district did cancel 
freshman and JV football games 
against Bishop Carroll on the 
21st. The freshman team will 
remain in quarantine. However, 
further cancellations, including 

varsity football, were avoided 
due to the investigation of the 
health department. That helped 
determine who and when the 
confirmed cases may have come 
in contact with other students 
and athletes.

USD 260 said it will use 
the following protocol when 
providing information to 
confirm positive COVID-19 
cases. They will first contact 
those who are directly affected 
and identified as a close 
contact. They will then inform 

individuals who may have been 
in the same vicinity.

School district spokeswoman 
Katie Carlson also indicated 
that the district will not do 
mass emails in the event of a 
positive case(s). 

“Those identified as a close 
contact of an individual with a 
positive case [will] be notified 
as well as the classroom of the 
individual,” she added.

Further information will be 
available at derbyinformer.com 
as updates are needed.
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COVID-19 HITS HOME

JEFF COTT/INFORMER

The DHS practice field was vacant of football players on Monday after two positive COVID-19 tests were identified at Derby High School.

DHS with two confirmed cases


