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Local churches finding different 
ways to serve their community

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Churches around Derby, 
like so many other businesses, 
had to find ways to adapt to 
the shifting landscape of the 
current coronavirus pandemic.

During the height of the 
pandemic, that meant a shift 
to online services for most 

local churches. Some, like 
Pleasantview Baptist Church 
and First Presbyterian Church, 
returned to in-person worship 
in the early summer. Others, 
such as Woodlawn United 
Methodist Church, have held 
off though – monitoring the 
county’s COVID-19 dashboard 
as an extra level of precaution.

“We really chose to be 

cautious and not reopen until 
we were pretty sure that we 
could keep people as safe as we 
possibly could,” said Woodlawn 
UMC Senior Pastor Lance 
Carrithers.

All Woodlawn UMC ministry 
programs (including vacation 
bible school, youth groups, 
adult classes, etc.) have been 
online since March 15, but the 

church is planning to return to 
in-person worship on Oct. 18.

Going online, Carrithers 
noted there was a steep 
learning curve trying to 
figure out how to continue 
offering the church’s many 
services. Now, there will be 
an adjustment going back to 
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Assisting the Derby food pantry with drive-thru donations has been one of the ways Woodlawn UMC, among other churches, have 
adapted to the current pandemic.

BY ADAM SUDERMAN
sports@derbyinformer.com 

This is part one of a 
two-part series on longtime 
Derby High School coach 
and athletic trainer, Rex 
Schott.

Oct. 2, 1970.
Rex Schott’s assignment 

to Fort Polk, La., was 
nothing more than his 
part of serving in the 
Army Reserves. It came 
with expectations and 
his responsibilities in 
active duty. His life and 
career, however, endured a 
seismic shift that fall day.

“Hey, didn’t you work 
with the Wichita State 
football team?” 

The question came from 
a member of Schott’s unit 
after hearing about a plane 
crash on the radio. He 
soon called home, asking 
his wife questions about 
who was on board between 
friends and family. 

Schott wasn’t going to 
give up his military career, 
but that day opened the 
door to a new call to 
“service.” 

Early years as an 
athlete

Schott wanted to wear 
Derby green as a running 
back in the fall of 1961. 
However, he hurt his knee 
while practicing and 
that put a damper on his 
pursuits. Derby coach Jack 
Hayes, who coincidentally 
played football at Wichita 
State, told him, “Hey, 
you like being around 
sports, why don’t you 
hang around and be our 
manager and trainer?” 

A few taped ankles later, 
the journey began to take 
shape.

Thanks to a student 
test inside a mailer from 
the Cramer Chemical 
Company, Schott earned 
a “Cramer First Aider Stu-
dent Trainer” badge that 
could be sewn on his shirt. 

He began visiting 
Cramer clinics in the 
summer, learning further 
how to tape and deal with 
athletes. Schott didn’t do 
sports as a sophomore or 
junior at Derby, but Hayes 
took him to meet Wichita 

State athletic trainer Tom 
Reeves. 

Reeves offered to hire 
Schott after he graduated 
from Derby and that’s 
exactly what transpired 
after enrolling at Wichita 
State and preparing to 
participate in track and 
field. 

As an unpaid, 18-year-
old kid, Schott became the 
sole trainer for the fresh-
man football team for the 
Shockers. He’d work with 
roughly 60 players ahead 
of practices, providing 
Schott with an environ-
ment that felt more like a 
baptism by fire at times. 

He’d even tend to 
athletes in the same 
sport in which he was a 
participant.

Schott participated 
in sprints (9.6, 100-yard 
dash), relays and the long 
jump (24-11, PR, third 
at MVC Championships 
as a senior) during his 
freshman and senior 
year at Wichita State. In 
between events, he’d tend 
to his teammates as their 
athletic trainer. 

Schott’s relationship 
with Reeves, however, 
came to a sudden and 
unfortunate halt.

Start as WSU head  
athletic trainer

Schott’s second call on 
that October afternoon 
went to Dr. William 
Swisher, the Wichita State 
team physician.

Reeves, Schott’s friend 
and mentor, was one 
of the 29 victims in the 
plane crash. Swisher 
spoke with Wichita State 
president Dr. Ted Ahlberg 
and he informed him 
that he wanted Schott 
to interview for the head 
athletic trainer job during 
his leave at Christmas in 
1970. 

At 22 years old, Schott 
became the youngest 
athletic trainer at any 
major institution in the 
United States. 

“He hired me on the spot 
and said the job is yours,” 
Schott said. “He said all 

New hospital 
CEO is a 
familiar face
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Rock Regional 
Hospital has its 
new CEO – and 
it didn’t have to 
look far to find 
him, as former 
Vice President 
of Business 
Development 

and Strategy Barry Beus was 
officially promoted to the role of 
CEO at the Derby hospital as of 
Oct. 5.

“I always kind of aspired to 
leadership type positions. I’ve 
been in the health care industry 
since 2008 and I always kind of 
felt like I could be successful in 
leadership positions,” Beus said.

Origin story
Beus officially started with 

Rock Regional in September 
2018, after working with Wellsky 
(a health care technology com-
pany) in his native Utah for six 
years. Prior to that, though, Beus 
was exposed to the area work-
ing at Wesley Medical Center in 
Wichita.

Having that exposure to the 
market, Beus became aware 
of the hospital being built 
in Derby. When he first had 
meetings about the VP position 
with Rock Regional, he noted 
the development in the area in 
the six years he had been away 
was surprising – in a good way, 
as he saw that as the sign of a 
community that would support 
the success of a hospital.

Looking forward to assisting 
a start-up hospital helped 
bring Beus to Derby, though a 
chance to play a role in health 

A career of service
Schott shares his start in athletic training and the U.S. Army

COURTESY

Rex Schott is pictured in his first official photo as Wichita 
State head athletic trainer. He was hired in the months 
following the Wichita State plane crash in Oct. 1970.

Beus
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