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A fowl idea

Niche efforts help 
launch Wicked 
Chicken online 
boutique. 4

Digital music

Honors earned 
by DHS students 
through new 
audition format. 5
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Ball don’t lie

Lady Panthers 
make a statement 
in season-opening 
victory. 9

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
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While only having lived in 
Derby for a little over a year, 
Paul and Jeanene VanEtten’s 
Christmas display at 1506 Blue 
Spruce has already become a 
fixture in the neighborhood – 
though that’s par for the course 
for them.

“Every holiday – Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, Valentine’s, 
Fourth of July, even St. Patrick’s 
Day – we go all out for holidays,” 

Paul said.
Christmas is a little extra spe-

cial, though, and the neighbors 
have taken notice. While Paul 
was doing yard work one day, the 
VanEtten’s neighbor from across 
the street informed him of the 
city’s Holiday Lights Tour and 
Contest and encouraged their 
entry – projecting “you guys will 
win.”

The VanEtten’s are one of 
nearly 50 entries in Derby’s first 
Holiday Lights Tour and Contest 
– competing in the traditional 

category. While Paul noted they 
did a little their first Christmas 
in Derby last year, they definitely 
upped the ante for the contest.

Jeanene has been requesting 
a lighted arch in the driveway, 
which Paul installed this year, 
while also adding lights across 
the roof and Santa’s sleigh. The 
sleigh – received from Jeanene’s 
grandfather – was refurbished 
and put out this year as a photo 
op for visitors.

“If I actually had the Santa 
suit and it wasn’t for all the cir-

cumstances going on,” Paul said, 
“I was actually going to get in it 
and invite people to come take 
pictures with Santa Claus.”

Over the course of five years, 
the VanEttens have been build-
ing up this display, which also 
includes numerous inflatable 
Christmas creatures, decorative 
signage and an animated display 
synced to music projected on 
their garage door.

For Jeanene, there is no pick-
ing a favorite; she loves it all. 
Paul, meanwhile, enjoys it more 

for nostalgic reasons.
“I wanted everybody to be 

like, ‘oh hey look, check out that 
house.’ Hopefully it was my 
house, but it really wasn’t grow-
ing up.” Paul said. “Now, there’s 
a lot of traffic through here. I 
never noticed until now.”

With more than 2,500 bulbs 
in the display (just counting the 
strands of lights), there is a lot 
to behold. Paul said he has seen 
more people taking notice this 
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With the Derby Planning Commission and MAPC voting in disapproval, a conditional use application for a cell tower northeast of High Park was officially denied last week.

Potential cell tower gets poor 
reception from Derby
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The VanEttens’ house and Christmas display has become a fixture in their neighborhood after a little over a year in Derby.
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