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Ted Eberle: impactful inside and outside the classroom 
BY ANDREW LINNABARY
andrew@derbyinformer.com

H
eaven got a 
firecracker 
last month. Ted 

Eberle, former Derby 
High School marketing 
teacher and beloved 
mentor and friend, passed 
away in late August. 
He left behind a legacy 
through teaching, but 
his impact outside of the 
classroom was equally 
important. 

Jenni McCausland, 
Andover city 
administrator, called 
Eberle a firecracker 
when looking back at 
the impact he made on 
her. McCausland was a 
student of his at Derby 
High School. She was 
a junior when she met 
him in the Distributive 
Education Clubs of 
America – DECA – 
program, which Eberle 
ran. 

She immediately 
noticed the energy 
he brought into the 
classroom. His students 

gravitated toward that 
energy.

“He just had such 
a passion for young 
people and trying to 
help guide their futures,” 
McCausland said. “He 
and his wife’s [Jan Eberle] 

classrooms were across 
the hall from each other. 
Kids would stop in their 
rooms before school, 
between classes, or 
after school. They 
were just those people 
to the students.”

Eberle was a mentor 
to McCausland before 
she even understood the 
full meaning of what 
mentorship could be, 
McCausland said. He 
helped her apply for 
scholarships and colleges. 

He and Jan were also 
always willing to give 
up their own free time 
to spend time with a 
student. 

Ashley Purdum, an 
associate professor 
at Wichita State, gets 

emotional when she 
thinks about how much 
time the couple gave up 
for their students.

“I just start looking 
back at all the weekends 

Bar business hit hard by COVID-19

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

March Madness took on a 
different meaning this year 
for local bars – as the onset 
of the coronavirus pandemic 
across the country took away 
a number of revenue opportu-
nities.

“That’s my biggest month 
of the year. For a sports bar in 
Kansas, not having basketball 
was a huge hit,” said Little 
Busters Sports Bar and Grill 
owner Kyle Smith.

Six months later and bars 
are still feeling the effects 

of COVID-19, as one of the 
businesses most directly 
impacted by the emergency 
public health orders put in 
place by the Sedgwick County 
Commission.

During the initial stay-at-
home orders in March and 
April, curbside and carryout 
business was allowed while 
dining in was put on hold. 
Smith said he used up his inven-
tory during that time and offi-
cially shut down for a span of 
16 days – which allowed him to 
make some improvements (i.e., 
install a new computer system) 
at Little Busters and stay on top 

of sanitation for the establish-
ment’s eventual reopening.

After the phased reopening 
in May and the return of 
the dine-in experience, bars 
specifically were once again 
hit hard as Sedgwick County 
passed an emergency public 
health order that shut down 
those establishments for 
about a month. That order was 
recently amended to allow 
bars to operate at 50 percent 
capacity, but also came with 
an 11 p.m. curfew on business 
hours.

Being a bar and restaurant, 
Smith noted Little Busters was 

able to continue operations 
through the passage of that 
public health order – though 
the new curfew has taken away 
some of his business.

“From 11 (p.m.) to 2 (a.m.), 
those are pretty big hours for 
me,” Smith said. “We have a 
solid second shift crowd that 
comes in from Spirit and I basi-
cally haven’t seen those guys in 
a month now.”

While Smith has lost a small 
portion of his business, ded-
icated bars like The Shop in 
Derby felt the effects of the 
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Little Busters has had to make a number of changes to maintain operations through the pandemic, but owner Kyle Smith credited the 
community for helping keep the bar and grill afloat.

SEE BARS, 2

Derby among 
potential sites 
for U.S. Space 
Command HQ

BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

Gov. Laura Kelly announced 
Friday efforts intended to land 
the new U.S. Space Command 
headquarters in Kansas.

Four Kansas communities 
submitted proposals to become 
home to the headquarters of U.S. 
Space Command – responsible 
for military operations in outer 
space – including Derby, Kansas 
City, Kan., Leavenworth and 
Wichita. Each has responded to 
requests for information from 
the federal government with 
proposed development sites in 
their communities as part of the 
second round of the selection 
process – with all four sites still 
being considered.

The four proposals address 
facility space requirements, 
workforce needs, proximity to a 
military installation, and other 
vital elements necessary for the 
successful operation of the U.S. 
Space Command headquarters.

“Kansas is the perfect place for 
this facility, and we are prepared 
to do the work to get it here,” 
Gov. Kelly said. “We look forward 
to further discussion with 
the U.S. Air Force as it works 
toward a decision on the U.S. 
Space Command headquarters’ 
location.”

COURTESY

Left: Ted Eberle with his wife, Jan Eberle, and former student Brooke Miller at Miller’s undergrad commencement ceremony at Koch Arena. Eberle 
was known for staying in touch with students well beyond high school. Right: Ted and Jan Eberle with David Heckathorn, a former student of 
Eberle’s, at a DECA competition. Ted coached students in the DECA program.
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