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Green is magic

Derby handles 
Gardner-Edgerton 
to advance in 
playoffs. 9

Derby family opens doors to “adopted” daughter 
BY ADAM SUDERMAN
sports@derbyinformer.com 

Marah Franke and 
Esther Karhayu were 
born nearly 9,000 miles 
apart. One grew up under 
Kansas skies and the other 
with scents of salt water 
and sounds of the Indian 
Ocean off the Kenyan 
coast. 

Both born in families 
that emphasized 
academics and 
encouraged athletics, 
their paths crossed thanks 
to the pitch. Soccer has 
provided the path to a 
lifelong friendship that 
officially began as college 
athletes in Hutchinson, 
Kan. 

Start of a lifelong 
relationship

Karhayu put together a 
decorated soccer career 
in Kenya. She was once a 
member of the women’s 
national team and was 
team MVP of Lulu High 
School three different 
times. 

Having spent two 
years in her late teens in 
Nairobi, Kenya, Karhayu 
was intrigued at the 
prospects of a college 
scholarship in North 
America. Her coach once 
attended Park University 
in Missouri, driving her 
to look at college even 
further. 

Marah played four 
sports at Derby High 
School. She ran cross 
country, track and also 
played basketball and 
soccer. She was a two-time 
state qualifier on the cross 
country course and was 
a part of four postseason 
trips with Panther soccer. 

Both were a part of the 
club circuit in soccer, 
aiding a desire to play 
collegiately. 

While their trips to the 
Hutchinson campus were 

8,800 miles different, a 
life away from home was a 
new experience for both. 

“The scary thing for 
me was being away from 
family,” Marah said. “I 
was most excited about 
meeting people that I 
hadn’t played against and 
weren’t local.”

Karhayu recalled the 
drive from Wichita to 
Hutchinson and how 
much she began to feel 
culture shock. 

“All I could see were 
plain fields and hay all 
day,” she added. 

Hutchinson Community 
College finished 12-4 
last fall before losing, 
3-2, in the Region VI 
quarterfinals to Butler 
Community College. 

Karhayu earned first-team 
Jayhawk West honors after 
scoring 13 goals, while 
Marah was second on the 
team in assists. 

After the season ended 
on Oct. 26, 2019, the two 
kept in touch as any 
teammates would do. 
However, a new door 
opened as Thanksgiving 
approached. 

Marah invited Karhayu 
and two other teammates 
to Derby to join her 
family for the holiday. It 
was certainly a foreign 
concept as she had never 
celebrated Thanksgiving 
before. 

Karhayu, who talks to 
her family almost daily 
through WhatsApp, said 
they were thrilled that she 

found a home away from 
home. 

“[My mother] would 
pray for me that I’d be 
safe and find somewhere 
stable,” she added.

All it took was a few 
meals and joining in for 
the Franke Thanksgiving-
family tradition of 
building LEGO sets to be a 
part of the family. 

“We build for days, days 
and days,” Marah said. 
“Esther was probably the 
only one at the table until 
11:00 p.m. working on the 
LEGOS. She is definitely 
experienced in game 
nights with us.”

It was a family member 
that also helped Karhayu 
travel home to Mombasa, 
Kenya for Christmas 

break two weeks later. 

Joining the Franke 
family

Nearly every college 
athlete has been dealt a 
blow by the ongoing battle 
of COVID-19. Hutchinson 
Community College was 
one of the last Kansas 
schools to shut its doors 
in the spring, sending 
Marah home to Derby 
and Karhayu to local 
apartments to wait out 
the pandemic. Further 
housing restrictions forced 
these students out of the 
apartments and without a 
place to live. 

Marah approached her 
parents, Matt and Laura, 
about the idea of having 

Karhayu move in for the 
summer. Having already 
spent so much time with 
her, they happily obliged. 

It’s a door that Karhayu 
happily walked through. 

“I’m so thankful for 
these guys because 
where else could I have 
gone?” she said. “My 
closest relatives are in 
South Carolina and West 
Virginia so I didn’t have 
money to go there.”

With games, practices 
and workouts stripped 
away, their friendship 
deepened even further as 
they spent countless hours 
under the same roof. 

“It’s neat for my kids to 
get to know someone who 
comes from a different 
culture,” Matt said. “She’s 
from a country that is 
thousands of miles away, 
but she is created in God’s 
image and someone we 
respect.” 

Joined in mourning
Nothing could have 

prepared Karhayu for 
the text she received the 
morning of Wednesday, 
Sept. 30. 

Preparing for her first 
day on the Hutchinson 
Community College 
campus, she received a 
text from her sister, Ruth, 
that her mother, Rebecca 
Atuma, had passed away. 

Marah instinctively saw 
a look in Karhayu’s eyes 
that morning and stopped 
her to talk. 

“‘Mom, I’ve never had to 
do this before, I’ve never 
walked with a friend who 
lost a parent,’” Laura said 
of her phone call with 
Marah after hearing the 
news. “I told her to be with 
her, hug her, let her cry 
and just love on her. There 
was nothing else she could 
do.” 

When Marah arrived in 
her room, Karhayu was on 

Marine celebrates anniversary with marathon
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

While most people were 
making final preparations 
for their Halloween 
celebration the morning of 
Oct. 31, Michael Teer was 
in the middle of running 
his second marathon 
through the streets of 
Derby.

Teer, a former patron 
of USD 260 who currently 
lives in Belle Plaine, was 
set to run the Marine 
Corps Marathon in 
Washington, D.C. this year. 
It was a task he took on to 
mark the 40th anniversary 
of his graduation from 
boot camp. While the 
event (scheduled for Oct. 
25, 2020) went virtual 
this year, the shift in 
format did allow Teer to 
line up his participation 
with the exact date of his 
anniversary.

Originally enlisting in 
August 1980, Teer spent 12 
years serving with the U.S. 
Marine Corps, working 
his way up to the rank of 
Sergeant.

Approaching graduation 
from high school, Teer saw 
service in the military as 
a fruitful job opportunity. 
He had appointments 
with recruiters from the 
Army and the Marines. 
Between a no-show from 
the Army recruiter and the 
opportunity that awaited 
in the Marines Corps, his 
decision was almost made 
for him.

“My hobby was 
electronics and they 
offered me an electronics 
job, so that’s what I chose,” 
Teer said.

Serving as an avionics 
technician in the 
Marines, Teer worked 
on and repaired radio 
navigation systems on 
A-6 Intruder aircraft. 
Primarily stationed in 
Cherry Point, North 
Carolina, he did tours in 
Japan and the Philippines 
before going on Embassy 
duty to support the state 
department and provide 
security at U.S. Embassies 
around the world. 
That included stints in 
Capetown, South Africa, 

and Dhahran, Saudia 
Arabia.

Toward the end of Teer’s 
time in Saudi Arabia, 
Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait, launching the 
Gulf War (codenamed 
Operation Desert Shield/
Desert Storm) – and 
leading to a short 
turnaround for Teer’s 
next stint of service in the 
country.

“I finished my tour in 
Saudi Arabia, went back to 
the states to my new unit 
and then was redeployed 
back to Saudi Arabia for 
Desert Storm,” Teer said. 
“We provided air support 
and then my job was to 
make sure the airplanes 
were operable, as far as 
electronics go. We did 
have some airplanes that 
were damaged that we had 
to repair when they got 
them back.”

During his tour of 
service in war time, 
Teer noted none of the 
members of his unit 
were lost. While they 
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Esther Karhayu has become an “adopted” member of the Franke family since arriving at Hutchinson Community 
College. She is a soccer teammate of their youngest daughter, Marah. L-R, front row: Marah, mother Laura, Esther, 
sister Makena Rust. Back row: brother Evan, father Matt, son-in-law Brady Rust.
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With some support along the way, Michael Teer nears the finish line of the virtual 
Marines Corps Marathon he ran through Derby on Oct. 31.
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