DHS soccer team trying
to find its groove, 9
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Panther stadium will be empty for a while after DHS football activities were suspended following eight positive COVID-19 cases being identified on the team.

Derby Public Schools suspends DHS football-related activities
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com
Derby Public Schools
identified an additional
eight COVID-19 cases
inside Derby High School
on Friday, Sept. 25. At
least eight of those cases
were tied to the football
program.
With guidance from the
Sedgwick County Health
Department, the district
chose to suspend all
football-related activities indefinitely (only at
the high school). That
included the Sept. 25 home

opener against Salina
South. Homecoming activities were also postponed,
but will be rescheduled.
Prior to publication
on Monday, Sept. 28, 10
confirmed cases were
inside the high school.
Sources have confirmed
that there are additional
cases. However, USD 260
has not yet confirmed the
total number.
“This [decision] is
following the Sedgwick
County Health Department’s strong recommendation of suspending all
football-related activities

for the immediate future
while close contact tracing and necessary next
steps are completed,” the
district said in its Sept. 25
statement.
The status of all football
games on Oct 2 and
beyond have not been
decided at this time.
Friday’s suspension of
football came four days
after first identifying
two cases, putting 300
students in a temporary
quarantine. A total of
94 students remained in
quarantine on Monday,
Sept. 21, following

contact tracing by the
Sedgwick County Health
Department.
Freshman and JV
football games against
Bishop Carroll were
cancelled the first day of
the quarantine.
“The health department
erred on the side of
caution on Monday to
decide who the close
contacts were,” USD 260
Communications Director
Katie Carlson said. “…
They had to definitively
clear other students until
there are other positive
cases that would require

further contact tracing.”
As of 12:00 p.m. Friday,
there were 18 cases
identified through Derby
Public Schools. That
includes four in middle
schools (all students) and
four in the elementary
schools (three staff, one
student). The district does
not state which buildings
these cases are coming
from.
Sources also indicated
that the Sept. 24 freshman
volleyball quad was
cancelled due to a positive
COVID-19 test on the
team.

Carlson reiterated that
all quarantine notices
and contact tracing is
done through the health
department. It clears
students on when they
are allowed to go back to
school.
“We can help assist
them in relaying
information on their
behalf,” she said. “It is not
our authority or decision
on who quarantines.”
While no official
decision has been made
about changing learning
SEE FOOTBALL, 2

New Derby arts facility a hub of activity
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH

with the entire 2019 fall
session already with additional classes in October,
November and December
yet to open.
If you need any
additional evidence for
how well-received the
Hubbard Arts Center has
been, look no further than
the impromptu session
created in the gap between
summer and fall after USD
260 postponed the start of
the school year.
“The demand was there
because after the summer
session, when the school
decided to delay the
start, between Aimee and
Debbie they offered more
programs specifically
just to youth for three
weeks and again classes
filled up,” said Director
of Programming Vanessa
Buehne.

kelly@derbyinformer.com
Nothing in 2020 has
been “normal,” and the
opening of the new Hubbard Arts Center certainly
falls into that category.
Originally scheduled to
have a grand opening in
April, those plans had to
be put off and the center –
an extension of the Derby
Recreation Commission
– didn’t officially open for
programming until midJune.
Even with those
delays, the market for the
Hubbard Arts Center and
the programs it offers has
been clear from the start
– with the center drawing
a number of individuals
from Derby and the
surrounding area for its
classes since its summer
opening.
“All things considered,
I’ve been really pleased,”
said DRC Superintendent
Chris Drum. “I think the
staff has done a very nice
job in being creative but
also responsible in our
offerings.”

A numbers game
While Drum noted
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Instructor Laine Pike teaches clay sculpting technique in an Art Discoverers (ages 5-9) class at the Hubbard Arts
Center.
adult classes have been
a little slower to fill up
(something staff expected
due to COVID-19), youth
participation has been
extremely high.
Debbie Williams, Community Wellness Coordi-

nator reported that 133
participants signed up for
cooking classes over the
summer session – with
area youth making up 75
to 80 percent of that total.
Art Director Aimee Geist
reported similarly high

numbers, with 305 individuals having signed up for
summer classes – not far
off from last year’s totals.
“Given that we did not
do the theatre program
this year, which I still
think was an excellent

choice, that puts us only
about 30 to 35 people off
from summer 2019,” Geist
said.
So far, Geist noted 225
people have registered
for arts classes in the fall,
which is neck and neck

Building a foundation
Participation varies on
a case-by-case basis in
terms of how many can
take a class, but DRC staff
noted the comments they
have received overall about
the Hubbard Arts Center
have been pretty positive.
SEE ART, 4
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