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HITTING THE MARK
Derby resident receives Kansas Deputy Sheriff of the Year award

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

While stilly fairly new to his career 
as a sheriff ’s deputy with the Sedgwick 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Derby’s Josh Mark 
is clearly suited to the role.

For evidence, look no further than his 
recent accolades, as Mark was named the 
Kansas Sheriffs’ Association 2021 Kansas 
Deputy Sheriff of the Year at a ceremony 
earlier in November.

After graduating from Derby High 
School in 2015, Mark spent three years 
working at a bank, but he admitted a 
career in law enforcement (with fellow 
Derby deputy Ken Kooser as a role model) 
always had a certain attraction while he 
was growing up.

“I decided that I was tired of sitting at a 
desk and wanted to do something a little 
bit more exciting, so I changed up career 
paths,” Mark said.

Once he met the age requirement (21), 
Mark enrolled at the Kansas Law Enforce-
ment Training Center and is now coming 
up on four years serving as a deputy with 
the Sedgwick County Sheriff ’s Office.

Mark is a deputy in the patrol division 
for Sedgwick County, meaning he is reg-
ularly on the streets and being called into 
action.

“Taking calls, doing traffic stops, 
working accidents and things like that is 
truly what I like to do,” Mark said. “I enjoy 
that part of it, being out in the commu-
nity, having contact with citizens, taking 
calls. You hope you run across somebody 
that you actually make a difference and 
change their life, obviously for the better.”

Knowing that most of the time Mark 
will be dealing with citizens on likely one 
of their worst days, he said taking pride 
in the job and being professional are key 
attributes he tries to keep in mind while 
on patrol, given that many individuals he 
interacts with will be going through a lot.

Specifically, Mark’s professionalism 
was fully on display in service to one of 
his fellow officers earlier this year – part 
of the reason he and a fellow deputy were 
recently honored with the Kansas Deputy 
Sheriff of the Year award (and earned a 
commendation from their own depart-
ment).

On a call where an officer was reported 
down on the scene, Mark and his fellow 
deputy were first to arrive and worked 

to provide aid to the officer, not wanting 
to wait until the area was “secure” and 
cleared for EMS. Mark and his fellow 
deputy took fire from a suspect while 
loading the downed officer into a patrol 
car to transport him to the hospital. Mark 
also applied tourniquets to the officer’s 
legs and attempted to apply bandages to 
wounds on the officer’s face – reassuring 
him and keeping him calm throughout 
the process.

“Honestly, winning awards like these 
probably means more to my family than 
it does to me because I understand when 
I go to work you may be put in stressful 
situations in a matter of minutes or even 
seconds,” Mark said. “I really just credit 
how I handled the situation more to how 
I’ve been trained.”

Despite downplaying the recognition 
and turning it back on his training offi-
cers – helping make his response second 
nature – Mark admitted receiving the 
award may be one of the best moments of 
his young career.

Not planning to turn back anytime 
soon, Mark said he has aspirations for 
promotion, but for now he is pleased to 
have the opportunity to make an impact 
in his community and remains focused 
on that goal – no matter the obstacles he 
may face.

“Law enforcement can be very stressful, 
but it’s also one of the most rewarding 
jobs you can have,” Mark said. “I love 
doing what I’m doing and I’m going to 
continue to do it until I don’t like it and I 
don’t feel it’s the right fit for me.”

COURTESY

Josh Mark (right) is shown with his wife Paige and their newborn, Kallie, after 
receiving the Kansas Sheriffs’ Association Deputy Sheriff of the Year award at a 
ceremony earlier in November.

Increases to Rock 
River Rapids fees 
proposed in 2022
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Change could be coming to 
Rock River Rapids. Namely, a 
change in admission and rental 
fees.

The City Council considered 
proposed price increases 
for the Derby water park at 
its Nov. 9 meeting, brought 
forward during a first reading 
of an update to the city’s fee 
resolution.

Sarah Gooding, assistant 
to the city manger, noted that 
employment concerns played a 
role in the proposed increases. 
In an effort to maintain 
competitive wages, the DRC 
is proposing a 13% ($36,097) 
increase in salary costs at Rock 
River Rapids, intended to help 
with staff recruitment and 
retention.

“They are recommending 
these based on challenges 
in workforce,” Gooding said. 
“They’re feeling like these 
increases may be necessary to 
adequately staff the pool.”

“Events in the labor market, 
particularly COVID-19, have 
created what we believe to be 
an extraordinary upheaval in 
availability of, and demand 
for, part-time labor,” said DRC 
Superintendent Chris Drum. 
“These factors have lead the 
DRC to believe adjustments in 
the part-time wage ranges are 
necessary.”

According to Drum, the Derby 
water park was understaffed at a 
number of positions in 2020 and 
2021. That issue was manageable 
in 2020 with lower admission 
levels, but less so with 1,000 
admissions per day in 2021. For 
example, the DRC attempts to 
recruit and train 80 lifeguards 
but entered 2021 with 67 
lifeguards – an issue that could 
lead to burnout and closure of 
some amenities.

SEE FEES, 4

Former DHS teacher uses his talents to propel marching band’s show
BY CODY FRIESEN
sports@derbyinformer.com

The Derby High School march-
ing band looked to the skies for 
inspiration for the theme of this 
season’s show. The theme “Heavy 
Metal” highlighted the aviation 
history in the area. The show fea-
tured a prop aircraft that flew at 
the pinnacle of the performance. 

Retired Derby High School 
teacher Marty Hunt was the man 
behind the airplane design and 
production. 

Hunt had no ties with the 
Derby marching band before the 
project, but he is no stranger to 
designing and building creative 
props. He has used his talents 
for projects around the city, 
including South Rock Christian 
Church. 

“I’ve always done some arts 
and crafty stuff, but until I 
retired, I haven’t had a lot of time 
to do a lot of that,” Hunt said. “It 
is one of those things you just 
discover that God has built your 
brain to be able to look at a pic-
ture of something and see what 
needs to be done to make it come 
to life. It has been fun to use 
those gifts to help out different 
groups in town.” 

Whether it was a locomotive 
that puffed steam or an inflat-
able whale for Vacation Bible 
School, Hunt is always ready to 
get creative and build. But this 
project was a new challenge. 

For starters, the plane would 
need to have the ability to be 
disassembled and reassembled 
multiple times throughout the 
year but would also have to be 
light enough to be carried by six 

members of the band. 
The inspiration for the plane 

came from the B-29 Superfor-
tress that was one of the many 
planes manufactured in this 
area during World War II. There 
is a restored aircraft nicknamed 
“Doc” that is housed in a hanger 
in Wichita.

“When I was talking with 
Adam DeVault, he thought it 
would be cool to have a plane 

that was built here in Wichita,” 
Hunt said. “We immediately 
thought of Doc, so I found pic-
tures of that online and drew up 
something similar to the scale 
that we could build.”  

Hunt used styrofoam and PVC 
pipe to create the plane’s skele-
ton and even found a way to bend 
the PVC pipe how he wanted 
using a portable disc golf hole.

“I saw online that you can 

bend PVC pipe with a heat gun, 
but when you try to bend it in 
your hands, it has a tendency 
to kink, and you get an uneven 
bend,” Hunt said. “I thought I 
would let gravity do the work, so 
I drilled a hole in one end of the 
pipe, and I could do a pipe about 
two and a half feet long.”

The rest of the aircraft was 
supported with PVC pipe, glue 
and duct tape. Hunt used Tyvak, 
which was left in his house 
nearly 30 years ago, that came in 
handy to create the skin of the 
plane. 

After painting the final 
touches on the plane, the last 
part of the project was to name 
the aircraft. According to Hunt, 
when he asked members of the 
flag team they decided on the 
nickname Big Bird, which was 
painted on the plane with a 
drawing of Big Bird.

The plane provides an added 
dynamic to the show, and Hunt 
was grateful for the opportunity 
and the challenge of creating the 
design. 

“When you have been given 
gifts, it is fun to be able to share 
them,” Hunt said. “I enjoyed 
doing it, and it was satisfying to 
see it come together.”

COURTESY/MARTY HUNT

Marty Hunt stands next to the plane before the finishing touches. The plane was designed to resemble a 
B-29 Superfortress, which was a plane constructed in Wichita.


