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Derby Crime Stoppers to 
be part of county group
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

Derby Crime Stoppers 
is in the process of 
disbanding. After that 
process is formally 
completed, Derby will 
be part of the Wichita/
Sedgwick County Crime 
Stoppers. 

Linsey Cutsinger, who 
serves on the Derby 
group’s board, said it 
is necessary to make a 
change. 

“We thought it was 
time to get the wheels 
turning,” he said. “I think 
it’s time to pass the torch 
and improve the service 
to the citizens of Derby. If 
we didn’t feel that wasn’t 
going to happen, we 
wouldn’t be doing what 
we’re doing,” he said. 

Among the factors is 
that the board is aging. 

“I’m one of the youngest 
guys on the board and I’m 
68,” Cutsinger laughed. 
Also, its members aren’t 
“too technologically 
advanced” he said. 

As part of the changes, 
The Rotary Club of Derby 
will be taking over the 
popular annual citywide 
garage sales event from 
Crime Stoppers. (See 
related story on page 3.)

That’s a positive change, 
Cutsinger said. 

“People asked to pay 

for the garage sale entry 
online, and we didn’t 
have that ability,” he said. 
“Rotary has the people 
who know how to do that 
stuff.”

Plus there’s the 
expenses of technology 
upgrades. 

“We wanted to improve 
the service and to do that 
the software we needed 
was cost-prohibitive,” he 
said. 

Crime Stoppers of 
Wichita/Sedgwick County 
already has the latest 
software, he said. 

Despite it not being 
a formal organization, 
Derby will still be 
represented in the Crime 
Stoppers movement 
as there will be three 
members from the city 
on the Wichita/Sedgwick 
County board. They will 
include one of the current 
board members along 
with representatives from 
the police and the school 
district. The countywide 
organization will now 
cover rewards for Derby-
related crimes, he said. 

Cutsinger said the 
change will be “a better 
product.” 

Employing advanced 
smart phone technology is 
necessary, he said. 

“How many people 

Medical response dominates 
fire department calls in 2018

BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

Derby’s fire personnel had an 
active year in 2018, according to 
data submitted to the City Council 
by Fire Chief Brad Smith in his 
annual report. While last year was 
not as busy as 2016, which showed a 
spike in calls during the past years, 
total calls were up from the 2013-14 
time frame. 

Calls last year numbered 2,192, 
up from 2,117 in 2017. However, 
there were 2,469 calls reported in 
2016. 

A major reason for the change, 
Smith said, is that back in 2016, the 
department was answering all calls, 
even when it should have been an 
EMS ambulance. 

“We were just burning up Rock 
Road and K-15 continuously going 
to what seemed like not very 
serious calls,” he said. 

DFD officials talked with county 
staff and other departments and 
came up with a better way of 

responding so resources weren’t 
being wasted. 

“It sure made a big difference,” 
Smith said of the policy change. 

The highest visibility calls, of 
course, are building fires. Last year, 
there were 40, about the same as 
2017, but up from 31 in 2016. 

Vehicle fires remain about the 
same level at 12, as did motor 
vehicle accidents calls with 107. 
That number has varied from 99 to 
118 per year from 2013 to 2018. 

Smith, like other fire profession-
als, has long noted that the field 

has shifted during past decades 
from responding to blazes to more 
medical calls. 

That’s because better codes and 
safety measures within buildings 
have reduced the number of 
structure fires. At the same time, 
an aging population has meant 
more medical calls. 

Like other departments, Derby’s 
is on the front line of emergency 
medical situations and often 
responds before an ambulance can. 

Building Fires

Vehicle Fires

Medical Response

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Total Calls*

2018

40

12

1,364

107

2,193

2017

41

9

1,350

99

2,117

2016

31

14

1,666

118

2,469

2015

44

12

1,601

118

2,272

2014

44

13

1,539

114

2,186

2013

35

11

1,431

101

2,034

*Total calls include responding to hazardous substances, lost persons, electrical issues, gas 

odors, and public safety instruction including CPR, fire extinguisher training, etc.
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A Derby Fire Department firefighter works on a telescoping boom ladder during a home fire in Derby. Medical 
response calls continue to make up the majority of calls that are requested for the Derby Fire Department.

Uncorked will pop open on Saturday
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

What is considered the 
kickoff event for Derby’s 
historical 150-year 
anniversary celebration 
this year will take place 
Saturday night, and some 
tickets are still available 
for purchase.

The Derby Community 
Foundation’s annual 
fundraiser, Uncorked, is 
set for this Saturday at The 
Venue in Madison Avenue 
Central Park. Doors open 
at 7 p.m.

Derby Community 
Foundation Executive 
Director Theresa Hearn 
says the best way to expe-
rience Uncorked is to walk 
around and take in all the 
activities of the event. 

“We want people to 
mingle and walk around 
The Venue to participate 
in activities like the Derby 
Trivia Contest, Super 
Silent Auction, dancing, 
Cork Pull, a photo booth, 
Mystery Boxes and more,” 
she said. 

Hearn says they have 
made an effort to increase 
seating this year, but she 
is encouraging people 
to mingle and make the 
most of their Uncorked 
experience.

Because of the cold tem-
peratures, attendees will 
be allowed inside the foyer 
area of the Venue starting 
at 6:45 pm. They will be 
held there until the event 
officially begins at 7 p.m. 
Hearn suggests people 
don’t arrive too early.

It is recommended 
that you brush up on 
your knowledge of Derby 
history before the event. 
The winner of the Derby 
history trivia contest will 
get $150 in cash and a very 
nice 150th Derby anniver-
sary goodie basket.

The food this year has 
expanded with two food 
areas featuring a large 
variety of appetizers. 
Three bars are also avail-
able serving samples of 
fine wines and craft beers.

Hearn says they have 
some awesome items 
available in the Super 
Silent Auction and 
Mystery Boxes. “Folks will 
want to be sure to check 
them out,” she said. 

A Fund the Future 
Auction will start at 

8 p.m. This will be an 
opportunity for those who 
want to directly support 
the transformative work 
of the Derby Community 
Foundation to make a 
cash donation.

“As the official kickoff 
event for the 150th 
Anniversary of Derby, we 
hope that residents will 
attend Uncorked 2019 to 
celebrate the rich history 
of our town and to support 
the mission of the Derby 
Community Foundation, 
which is to enrich the 
quality of life in the Derby 
area,” Hearn said.

Some tickets are still 
available for the event and 
can be purchased from 
any DCF board member. 

SEE CRIME STOPPERS, 3SEE FIRE DEPARTMENT, 4

SEE UNCORKED, 3

COURTESY 

Sydney Mankins, Uncorked Committee member, 
displays a BBQ apron, part of the BBQ Lover’s Package 
in the Super Silent Auction at Uncorked.

2019

Derby Area

Business Directory

Publi
cation

Your lo
cal res

ource
 for

• Prod
ucts •

 Servic
es

• Com
munity I

nform
ation

• Coup
ons AN

D MORE

VALUE

GOOD

PI
ZZ
A

CH
UR
CH
ES

AUTO RE
PAIR

PRIC
ES

IN
SU
RA
NC
E

C
O
U
P
O
N
S

S
U
P
P
O
R
T

C
IT
Y
 S
E
R
V
IC
E
S

ATTO
RNEY

S

A
C
C
O
U
N
T
A
N
T
S

SERVI
CES

LAWN
CAR

E

RE
ST
AU
RA
NT
S

C
O
U
P
O
N
S

H
E
A
T
IN
G
 &

C
O
O
L
IN
G

FAST & EA
SY SAVE

C
O
M
M
U
N
IT
Y

L
O
C
A
L

COUPONS

HAIR

D
EN
TI
ST
S

V
E
T
E
R
IN
A
R
IA
N
S

OPTION
S

H
E
A
LT
H
 C
A
R
E

SALONS

ELECT
RICIAN

S

BOUTIQ
UES

DERBY

PEST
CONTRO

L

PL
UM
BE
RS

FINAN
CE

REAL
ESTATE

SENIO
R LIV

ING
NEIGH

BORHO
OD

SAVINGS

Did you get your 2019 Derby 
Area Business Directory?

 We have more.

     Stop by the Derby Informer to get yours.

       More than 100 Derby businesses with 
         products and services you’ll need.


