
INFORMER
DERBYDERBY

50 CENTS

www.derbyinformer.com

Young professionals

Derby’s young 
professionals hooked 
up with an Armenian 
delegation. 4

Support for seniors

A recent “Can We Talk” 
forum addressed a 
number of community 
issues. 5

Abrupt ending

After one win the 
Lady Panthers’ run for 
a state championship 
ended. 9

219 E. Madison, P.O. Box 842, Derby, KS 67037 • Phone: (316) 788-4006 • www.derbyinformer.com • mail@derbyinformer.comINFORMER
DERBYDERBY

IF  I T ’S  DERBY NE WS ,  YOU’LL K NOW I TIF  I T ’S  DERBY NE WS ,  YOU’LL K NOW I T

WEDNESDAY WEDNESDAY ||  MARCH 18, 2020  MARCH 18, 2020

DERBY STARTS TO SHUT DOWN
Derby, Sedgwick County react to coronavirus

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Following the widespread 
cancellations on a national level 
late last week, Sedgwick County 
and the city of Derby announced 
some policy decisions of their 
own to go into effect immedi-
ately regarding the coronavirus 
pandemic.

After a case presenting at 
Wesley Medical Center, Sedg-
wick County held a press confer-
ence March 13 in which a ban on 
public gatherings was imposed. 
Initially, that ban restricted 
public gatherings to no more 
than 250 people, but it has since 
been amended to allow for no 
gatherings of more than 50 
people in the immediate future. 
The decision was made based 
on a recommendation from the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

“Obviously, the health and 
safety of our citizens in Sedg-
wick County is our top priority,” 
said commission chairman 
Pete Meitzner. “We’re all in this 
together. We’re trying to stay 
positive. We’re trying not to 
panic.”

“These things that are being 
put into place, this is all about 
precaution,” said Sedgwick 
County Health Director Adri-
enne Byrne.

While certain cities and states 
have banned restaurant dining, 
commission chair Meitzner 
said no such official action has 
been taken in Sedgwick County. 
Restaurants can continue oper-
ating as long as they have no 
more than 50 people on site at 
any time.

Grocery stores were also not 
addressed outright, though 
aisles at local retailers – like the 
Dillons on North Rock Road in 
Derby – continue to be picked 
over by concerned consumers.

Local Health Officer Dr. 
Gerald Minns noted the county 
will continue to assess the 
conditions leading to the ban on 
an ongoing basis, which is being 
taken as a preventative measure. 
Minns stated Sedgwick County 
residents remain at low risk as 
there have been no confirmed 
cases reported among said 
residents.

The City of Derby is currently 

monitoring the coronavirus situ-
ation and asking employees and 
residents to take precautions. 
The health of the community 
and residents is of the utmost 
importance.

One such precaution the city 
is taking is to shut down Derby 
City Hall and the senior center 
at the close of business on March 

17 in an effort to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. The city 
will monitor the developing 
situation and make changes as 
needed. Staff will continue to 
work normal schedules and be 
available by phone and email. No 
reopening date has been set as 
that depends on what happens 
with the coronavirus moving 

forward.
At this time, small city 

meetings and small events will 
continue as scheduled – in 
concurrence with the county’s 
gathering size restrictions. 
Additionally, the city will be 
implementing social distancing 
techniques to prevent spread-
ing germs. For example, chairs 

in meetings are being spaced 
farther apart so people have 
less risk of exposure to someone 
else’s sneeze or cough.

“With a changing situation, 
it is difficult to know what to 
expect,” said Kathy Sexton, city 
manager. “Preparing for what 
might come, whether an infec-
tious disease or severe weather 
season, is something we each 
need to do to keep our commu-
nity safe and healthy.”

“I think it’s fair to say, like 
everybody else, we’re just strug-
gling to keep up with all the 
changing information,” Sexton 
said, “working to take things 
seriously, but also keep our sense 
of humor, keep our calm and 
know that we will get through 
this somehow, someway. That’s 
kind of our overall attitude.”

Meetings still ongoing include 
planning commission (6:30 p.m., 
March 19) and city council (6:30 
p.m., March 24), though resi-
dents are encouraged to watch 
the two public meetings live on 
the city website or on Cox Cable COURTESY

Social distancing practices, like spacing chairs at least six feet apart, will be utilized at city meetings 
moving forward to help slow the spread of COVID-19.
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The paper goods aisle at Dillons was picked over late last week as concerned citizens headed to the store to stock up amidst the 
uncertainty of the coronavirus situation.

DRC announces temporary facility closings
BY ADAM SUDERMAN
sports@derbyinformer.com 

New mandates by the 
Sedgwick County Health 
Department made Derby 
Recreation Commission closings 
almost inevitable. 

Following the decision to 
prohibit gatherings of 50 or 
more, the DRC announced 
that its Derby fitness facility, 
Hubbard Arts Center and 
Oaklawn Activity Center would 
all be temporarily closed as of 
Monday evening, March 16. 

According to the statement 
released on DRC social media, 
all associated programs 
are temporarily postponed, 
including the launch of spring 
programming on Monday, 
March 23. JEFF COTT/INFORMER

By shortly after 6 p.m. Monday the DRC, normally open until 10 p.m., was closed due to the state of local disaster emergency and the 
coronavirus. The sign on the door gave no indication of when the center might reopen for sure. SEE DRC, 2

SEE VIRUS, 3
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