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A servant’s spirit
Kinch’s 
contributions 
to Derby will 
not soon be 
forgotten
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

As far as public servants 
go, Derby’s Elizabeth Kinch 
fit the description to a T.

“She did so many things. 
She was just a public 
servant in terms of being 
on the [city] council, in the 
Legislature, a member of 
the community foundation, 
a member of the education 
foundation, a member 
here at the DRC – just very 
involved in the community 
and very involved in 
politics,” said Frank Seitz, 
former superintendent 
of the Derby Recreation 
Commission.

Though Kinch recently 
passed, given her body of 

work, it’s safe to say her 
memory will live on in 
many ways throughout the 
Derby community.

Locally, Kinch served on 
both the USD 260 Board of 

Education and Derby City 
Council before represent-
ing Derby at the state level 
as a member of the Kansas 
Legislature from 1982 to 
1992.  Kinch shared that 
passion for political service 
with her husband, Lee, 
former Sedgwick County 
and Kansas Democratic 
Party Chair. She then went 
on to become a founding 
member of both the Derby 
Community Foundation 
and Derby Education Foun-
dation, while also serving 
on the DRC board from 
2003 to 2011.

Making an impact
In the eyes of Seitz, 

even though she served 
on the DRC board for two 
terms, her biggest impact 

came when she was in the 
state legislature. With 
the statutes governing 
recreation commissions 
“a mess” due to special 
interests, Kinch helped 
organize an interim 
legislative session in the 
summer of 1986 to study 
those.

“As a group, we started 
saying this is how we can 
pull this all together, and 
she lead that charge for us 
to where we finally got the 
statutes recodified and 
everybody was on the same 
page,” Seitz said. “We were 
able to get some things as 
recreation commissions 
that in the past we hadn’t 
had before.”

Most of the changes 
made, Seitz pointed out, 

are still in place to this day.
Similarly, Director of IT 

Rob McDonald pointed 
to an example of Kinch 
getting on board with 
efforts to replace the DRC’s 
old slide-in sign with an 
LED sign as an example 
of her impact – with her 
progressive thinking 
helping secure the right 
tools to tackle a project 
intended to help the 
community.

Setting an example
Whatever role she was 

serving, Kinch was fully 
committed to working in 
the best interests of the 
community – whether with 
the DRC or elsewhere.

FILE

Elizabeth Kinch (far right) is shown on a bench at Garrett Park commemorating the spark behind the Derby 
Community Foundation, of which she was a founding member. Shown with her are (left to right) Becky Loosen, 
Tuxley Kirkhart and Pat Spatz.

BOE approves nearly $207k in changes to Panther Stadium
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com 

The Derby Board of 
Education approved a 
set of changes totaling 
$206,922.79 to the Panther 
Stadium bond project 
budget on Sept. 27. 

Burke Jones, director 
of operations, presented 
the proposed changes 
at the last school board 
meeting of September. The 
changes include higher-
than-expected Evergy 
connection fees, press 
box adjustments, and 
requirements from the 
state fire marshal. 

Fire safety changes, 
which represent more 
than half of the total 
costs, were handed down 
by the state fire marshal 
after an in-person, final 
review of the stadium. 
Jones said the marshal’s 
initial plan review, which 
was performed prior to 
construction, did not 
indicate these changes 
would be necessary.

“These primarily had to 
do with the visitor locker 
room/visitor concession 
stand, which was the exist-
ing building that remained 
on that project. Everything 
else is brand new,” Jones 
said. “Just a minor modi-
fication was made in that 
building, and [the fire 
marshal] is requiring that 
whole building be 2021 

code compliant.” 
The fire marshal will 

not issue a full certificate 
of occupancy until the 
changes have been made. 
The district can still host 
events in the stadium, but 
the areas of construction 
will not be in use. 

Jones said the district 
would not be able to utilize 
the visitors locker room or 
visitors concessions build-
ing until the fire safety 
changes are complete. The 
home concessions stand 
will serve visiting fans in 
the meantime, and visiting 
teams will use the gym at 
Derby Middle School. 

Jones said he anticipates 
the stadium changes will 
be complete within the 
next couple weeks, pend-
ing the delivery of some 
items. 

The more than $200,000 
in changes to the stadium 
project are being funded 
through remaining bond 
funds from projects that 
came in under budget. 
Specifically, Jones noted 
that the new facilities 
for Cooper and Oaklawn 
both are expected to come 
in about $100,000 under 
budget.

Jones said he expects 
the remaining bond funds 
will total nearly $670,000 
after the changes and 
remaining bond funds 
from Cooper and Oaklawn 
are accounted for. 

“I’m totally comfortable 
sleeping at night with the 
amount of money we have 
in here,” he said. “It would 

be a very, very unusual 
situation that we would 
be coming back for any 
additional funds on the 

remaining projects.”
Some board members 

expressed frustration with 
being blindsided by the 

fire marshal’s final review, 
but the board ultimately 
supported the changes 5-0. 
Board member Pamela 
Doyle was absent. 

“It’s frustrating for us 
to sit up here and say 
that we’re spending our 
money wisely when we’re 
getting hit with surprise 
after surprise on some of 
these projects,” said board 
member Tina Prunier. 

Here is a breakdown of 
the costs associated with 
the project changes:

• Press box require-
ments, including addi-
tional raceways for sound 
cables and additional 
conduits from the press 
box to the film platform, 
total $25,315.

• Scope changes, 
including the final location 
of the long jump pit and 
Evergy connection fees, 
total $66,383.94.

• Fire marshal inspec-
tion requirements, includ-
ing additional emergency 
lights, additional duct 
smoke detectors and 
new door hardware total 
$105,223.85. Those items 
are primarily at the  
visitors locker room  
and visitors concessions 
building. 

• A contingency fund 
totals $10,000. 

The Panthers will have 
their next home game on 
Oct. 8, when they will host 
the Campus Colts.

JEFF COTT/INFORMER

The press box, visitor’s locker rooms and concession stand (in the background) 
total more than $130,000 of the nearly $207,000 additional funds needed to 
complete the Panther Stadium bond project improvements.
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Postponed 
chili cook-
off to be 
held Oct. 9
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

With a forecast of 
inclement weather 
pushing back the 
original date, the Derby 
Chamber of Commerce 
will now hold its 
annual chili cook-off 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Oct. 9 at Madison 
Avenue Central Park.

Planned events 
in conjunction with 
the event, like the 
Derby Recreation 
Commission’s corn 
hole tournament, will 
carry over to the new 
date. Additionally, 
registration is still 
open for chamber 
members who 
are interested in 
competing.

Chili tasting and 
voting will be open to 
the public, with tasting 
kits available for $5 
each. Competitors 
will be vying for 
the people’s choice, 
mayor’s choice and 
best spirit awards as 
part of the event.

For more 
information or 
further updates on 
the chili cook-off, visit 
derbychamber.com.

‘It was in her nature to want to 

make the community in which 

she was a part better than she 

found it, and her driving passion 

for public education ensuring that 

the next generations have what 

they need to be successful so that 

the community can thrive.’

Theresa Hearn


