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Fire damages restaurant

An early morning fire 
on Monday damaged a 
local business on the 
west side. 3

Lunch superheroes

The Derby schools 
food service staff is 
recognized for some 
amazing work. 11

Award-winning manager

The manager of a new 
Derby business has 
received regional 
honors. 4
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Vision Derby 2040 – a guide for the future
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

What do you want Derby 
to be like in the year 2040? 
An upcoming open house 
is seeking the public’s 
comments and sugges-
tions as to the city’s future 
through a plan called 
Vision Derby 2040. 

There will be two ses-
sions at the May 21 event. 
The first is from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. and the second from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Both will be 
at The Pavilion at Madison 
Avenue Central Park, 512 
E. Madison Ave. 

At the start of each ses-
sion, there will be a brief 
presentation. That will be 
followed by an informal 
workshop to share ideas 
and learn more from city 
staff and consultants. 
There will be comment 
forms at the event. 

Charlie 
Cowell, 
an urban 
planner 
with the 
Oma-
ha-based 
firm of 
RDG, 

which is handling the 
study, said it’s important 
for Derby’s citizens to “tell 
what they think.” 

“If we don’t hear from 
them, we don’t know 
where we should be focus-

ing our efforts,” he said. 
The city is going to be 

relying on this plan to 
make decisions for the 
future and it needs to 
reflect the values of the 
community, he said. 

The event won’t be the 
only effort in the process, 
which is just getting 
started, as there will be a 
series of meetings through 
the summer and fall and 
more workshops in the 

fall. Also, there will be 
“pop-up” appearances at 
community events, but 
this initial event is vital. 

“The first one is import-
ant to get us off on the 
right foot,” Cowell said. 

Cowell called Vision 
Derby 2040 “a guidebook 
for the future.”

While the city has a 
comprehensive plan, it’s 
time to update it, he said.

“They’ve accomplished 

a lot of things from that 
plan, but times have 
changed, technology has 
changed, and the growth 
patterns of Derby have 
changed.”

Also, people’s priorities 
change, he said. 

In addition, with all the 
city’s new residents, there 
are many people here who 
weren’t here 10 years ago.

“This is a new process to 
really bring them in and 

hear from everyone,” he 
said. 

It’s fairly common and 
“actually desired” for 
cities to undertake such 
studies, he said, in order 
for officials to know what 
they should be focused on 
and where to place their 
priorities.

The event has two times 
in order to appeal to 
working people who may 
not be able to make the 

early session. 
For those who cannot 

be there, an online survey 
will be available after the 
event to gather feedback. 

These open houses 
will be the start for many 
engagement activities 
during the next year where 
officials will seek public 
input. 

They say the point of the 

Cowell
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The Pavilion at Madison Avenue Central Park, shown above, will be the location where community members will get the chance to sound off on 
what they feel Derby should be focusing on in the years ahead. The open house meetings are designed to be a part of creating a path for the 
future of the community. The plan created will be called Vision Derby 2040.

SEE FUTURE, 4

Russian, Derby residents connect on libraries
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

Derby is 5,455 miles 
away from Moscow, but 
that vast distance recently 
got a little closer –  at least 
from a cultural and per-
sonal perspective. That’s 
because a group of five 
Russian children’s librar-
ians included Derby in 
their area visit, which was 
from April 26 to May 3. 

Group members spoke 
at the Friday meeting of 
the Rotary Club of Derby 
and one of them stayed 
with Robert Mendoza and 
his wife, Kelly. Mendoza is 
a past district governor of 

Rotary and public works 
director for Derby. 

At the meeting, each 
gave a brief background 
on their hometown and 
their work with child and 
youth literacy. Afterwards, 
they went on a tour of the 
Derby library. Director 
Eric Gustafson said it was 
a beneficial visit and a 
good exchange of ideas. 
They’ve had other groups 
of visitors before, but the 
group from Russia was a 
first. 

“This is really cool,” 
he said as he observed 
the group being hosted 
by Carrie Fry, Derby 
library youth services 

coordinator. Group 
members took in the 
children’s area resources, 
one playing with some 
puppets and another with 
a costume cape – and both 
with big smiles. 

Rotary member Katie 
Dawes said it was a 
worthwhile presentation 
especially since both 
the visitors and the club 
members can learn from 
each other’s culture. 

Olga Perekhodtseva, 
international projects 
coordinator with the 
Russian State Children’s 
Library in Moscow, COURTESY 

Robert and Kelly Mendoza hosted Olga Perekhodtseva, center, international projects 
coordinator with the Russian State Children’s Library in Moscow, during her visit.

Taking flight at Derby Skate Park

SEE RUSSIAN, 3

Emery Park BMX hosted a competition Sunday at the Derby Skate Park as part of the Derby Health Collaborative’s bike month. Young riders were given three rounds to 
display their best tricks in three divisions: novice, intermediate, and expert. Novice winners, in order, were Eli Hillbouse, Devin Gracey, and Mark Key; intermediate winners 
were Cole Kunky, Kale Nichols, and Alan Weber; expert winners were James Harlan, Charley Thompson, and Seth Allen. DANIEL CAUDILL/INFORMER 

After 27 years 
Liston to retire 
from Derby PD, 5


