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What’s to come for 
Panther Hoops? 9

Pedestrians seeking safety at city intersections
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

John Nichols has a wish 
for the new year: a safe 
future for pedestrians 
and bicyclists at Derby’s 
intersections. 

Nichols, who has lived 
here since 1989 and is 
a retired DHS German 
teacher, was hit and 
seriously injured last 
summer while crossing 
from the southwest to 
the southeast corner of 
Baltimore and Madison. 

He was in the crosswalk 
with his bicycle and the 
vehicle that hit him was 
turning south from the 
westbound lane. 

“A witness said I was 
thrown five feet into the 
air,” he said. 

Nichols did have his 
helmet on. The bicycle was 
a total wreck. 

At the time, he thought 
he only had lacerations 
and cuts, but because of 

continued pain, he later 
had an MRI that showed 

his neck compressing into 
his spinal cord. 

Nichols had further 
treatment and went into 

physical therapy. Because 
of his injuries, he now 

can’t drive. 
He noted that he was not 

alone with issues at that 
intersection, as several 
weeks later a woman and 
young girl were hit there 
and had to be transported 
to the hospital. 

Derby police say they 
want to see the city 
be safer for everyone, 
including pedestrians 
and bicyclists, who can be 
vulnerable on local roads. 

In 2019, there were 11 
incidents with 15 people 
involved, said Deputy 
Police Chief Brandon 
Russell, up from six people 
involved in 2018. In 2017, 
there were 11, according to 
the department’s annual 
report. 

“We’d like to see the 
number be zero, but that’s 
not a realistic goal,” he 
said.

Russell did add that the 
2019 number is affected 

BY JAKE TREASE
news@derbyinformer.com

In Derby, it’s hard to throw 
anything without hitting someone 
with close ties to aviation. But 
despite its impact, it’s also easy to 
forget the history that made Wichita 
the Air Capital of the World.

“Derby is aviation, as is Wichita,” 
said Sonia Greteman, Derby native 
and president and creative director 
at Greteman Group. “And I don’t 
think there’s very many families in 
this community that haven’t been 
touched in some way by aviation.”

Greteman’s book, “Wichita: 
Where Aviation Took Wing,” set out 
to honor this history and relay it to 
the next generation.

“It’s a very proud heritage that we 
have,” Greteman said. “We helped 
win World War II.”

Greteman Group has a long-
standing history with the aviation 
industry and with Derby entities 
like the former Verus Bank and the 
Derby Recreation Commission. 
When the new Eisenhower Airport 
was getting ready for construction, 
Greteman was selected as part of 
the architectural team to create an 
exhibit in the mezzanine.

After years of community 
meetings and ideas on themes 
ranging from agriculture to the 
Wild West and the Chisholm Trail, 
Wichita’s aviation history was 
finally selected.

This kicked off years of 
research – oral histories gathered 
from Wichita’s leading aviation 
historians, the Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs, or 
companies like Spirit and Textron), 
and the descendants of the 
visionary early aviators themselves.

The result was a visual timeline 
tracing Wichita’s aviation history 
from people like Clyde Cessna, 
Walter Beech and Lloyd Stearman 
to today’s economic powerhouses 
that have combined to make 
the Wichita area one of only five 
aviation clusters in the world.

“Wichita has produced almost 
300,000 aircraft to date, and has 
more skilled aviation workers 
than any other city on the planet,” 
Greteman said. “That’s huge. And 
it’s cool that we can still claim that.”

When the airport opened, 
Greteman’s aviation exhibit was a 
huge success. But it got Greteman 
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Last year, several people were injured in accidents in crosswalks at the busy intersection of Madison and Baltimore, 
shown here. Highway officials say distracted driving, including smartphone use, is one of the leading causes of such 
incidents.

SEE SAFETY, 3

SEE AVIATION, 3

Derby native’s book highlights aviation history
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Top left: Sonia Greteman, Derby native and president and creative director at Greteman Group, with her new book, “Wichita: Where Aviation Took Wing.” Above: World War II 
forever changed Wichita as women worked side by side with men at Boeing, Beech and Cessna plants that soon received record-breaking orders.


