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New doctor

A Derby native 
will open up a 
chiropractic office 
in town. 4

Election hackers

State officials 
will be on guard 
for election 
hackers. 8

Derby’s finest

Sports Editor Adam 
Suderman unveils 
DHS athletes of the 
past decade. 9
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DHS Winter Sports 
Team photos, 10-11
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BY JEFF COTT
jeff@derbyinformer.com

Celebrating 150 years as a community isn’t the only 

thing that happened in Derby in 2019. But when you 

add an event like that to a city already on the move, 

things tend to get real busy.

Three pages of highlights in our first issue of 2020 

will allow you to reflect on what was without a doubt a 

year to remember in our community. 

School bond construction all over the community, 

a new state-of-the-art fire station, two state 

championship teams at DHS and the creation of a time 

capsule to open in 2069 are just a few things that 

took place. 

Derby’s sesquicentennial celebration consisted of 

multiple events, too many to mention here. But we 

did hit a few of those highlights in the pages ahead. 

Check out the December issue of ZOOM Derby 

magazine to see everything from Derby’s 150th 

Birthday.

I might suggest Derby take some time to just rest 

in 2020 from an exciting, exhilarating but exhausting 

2019. That probably won’t happen though. We are in 

Derby. And we are on the move, always.

1
After weeks of examining ideas, community 

meetings, and serious thought, the Derby Board 

of Education passed changes to the district school 

boundaries in 2019.

Key factors a hand-picked committee of 

district staff, parents and community 

members considered included the closing 

of Pleasantview Elementary, the opening of 

the new Stone Creek Elementary, growth 

of the east and north sides of Derby and 

challenges at Wineteer Elementary, such 

as its location and capacity issues.

The boundary changes go into effect for 

the coming 2020-21 school year. Students 

will not be grandfathered, although the 

district will begin taking applications for 

transfers, as it always does, on April 1. 

2
Head coach Bill Ross jumps 

into the arms of former Derby 

wrestler Triston Wills after Wills won 

his second-straight state title in 

February 2019. The senior was 

also part of breaking the program’s 

33-year gap of state championships. 

He is now a freshman with 

Oklahoma State wrestling. 

3
A plan by the city to sell a small 

parcel of land in the Stone 

Creek addition in north Derby, 

which was originally designed 

for a park, was stopped in 2019 

because of resident concerns. City 

Manager Kathy Sexton recommended 

rescinding the proposal and allowing 

staff to undertake terms of a land sale 

with the Parkside HOA and USD 260.

Many Stone Creek residents opposed 

the proposal. Parkside HOA representatives 

said they would like to acquire the land. The group had 

a variety of concerns as a result of selling the land 

outside of the development, and they also wanted the 

opportunity to develop and maintain the park that is 

close to their neighborhood.

4
Derby residents Gary and Lisa Fulbright adopted 

seven siblings who had previously been taken away 

from their parents. The Fulbrights started by fostering the 

children and said they hadn’t planned on adopting at first 

but later felt called to do so. They had adopted two other 

children over three years ago and had one child together. 

The Fulbright children now total 10.

5
The Derby Recreation Commission implemented a 

new pricing and membership model in 2019. It was 

the first changes made to their membership fees in over 

a decade. 

6
Early Sunday morning on June 23, 2019, straight-line 

winds of 90 miles per hour, or even more, created 

more storm damage than Derby has seen in recent years. 

Westar reported 14,000 outages sustained across its 

territory from downed power lines, and a large portion of 

those customers were in the south Wichita/Derby area.

Debris from fallen trees and tree limbs caused the 

city Chip Site at High Park to be in high demand on 

Sunday as an estimated 3000 vehicles unloaded debris 

there. A variety of other property damage was reported 

throughout the city as well because of the storm.


