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Chamber chili cook-off returns with high spirits 
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

Excitement, fellowship 
and the smell of a couple 
dozen pots of chili filled 
the air at Madison Avenue 
Central Park on Oct. 9 
as businesses, patrons 
and community leaders 
gathered for the Derby 
Chamber of Commerce 
Chili Cook-Off.

The sixth annual event 
returned to Madison 
Avenue Central Park this 
month after one year 
off amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The cook-off 
experienced yet another 
delay when the event was 
postponed by a week due 
to inclement weather, 
but that didn’t appear to 
impact turnout. 

Pairing with the chili 
contest were the regular 
Kansas Grown! Farmers 
Market and a free ice 
cream social event hosted 
by the League of Women 
Voters. Attendees could 
grab a free ice cream 
cone, register to vote, and 
meet some of the local 
candidates for the Nov. 2 
election. 

Aside from bringing 
their best chili, many 
businesses offered other 
fun to stand out from 
the crowd. Some paired 
their chili with cinnamon 
rolls or other treats while 
others brought props and 
more. 

Members of the public 
could buy a $5 tasting kit 
upon arrival and later 
cast their votes in three 
different categories: 
People’s Choice, Best 
Business Spirit, and Battle 
of the Badges, which 
goes to the best chili 
between the Derby Police 
Department and Derby 
Fire and Rescue. 

The chamber sold 389 
tasting kits, and a total 

of 22 chamber member 
businesses participated. 

A fourth category, 
Mayor’s Choice, was 
determined by Mayor 
Randy White, former 
Mayor Dion Avello, and 
leaders from McConnell 
Air Force Base. 

In the end, the Derby 
Recreation Commission 
earned both the Mayor’s 
Choice award and third 
place in the People’s 
Choice. Keene Insight 
Financial Strategies 
earned second place in 
People’s Choice, and MJB 

Heating and Cooling 
took first. Derby Fire 
and Rescue took home 
the Battle of the Badges 
trophy, and State Farm 
earned Best Business 
Spirit.  

The event will be 
back next year during 
the second weekend of 
October, Derby Chamber 
President Mark Staats 
said, with the third 
weekend of the month 
serving as a backup date.

See more photos of the 
chili cook-off on page 5.
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MJB Heating and Cooling won first place in the People’s 
Choice contest and the Derby Recreation Commission 
won second place at the Derby Chamber Chili Cook-
off on Oct. 9. The DRC also earned the Mayor’s Choice 
award. Left to right: Derby Chamber President Mark 
Staats, DRC Administration Director Derek Smith and 
MJB President Dale Rotramel, Jr.

Rael Hodgson State Farm crew members Clara Streeter, left, and Aubree Holloran 
wore dinosaur costumes during the chili cook-off. The group’s efforts ultimately 
earned them the Best Business Spirit award.

Water service back to normal for Derby
BY INFORMER STAFF
news@derbyinformer.com

Following a waterline 
break in Wichita’s 
distribution system 
on Oct. 7, a boil water 
advisory was issued for 
the city and municipal 
partners that purchase 
water from Wichita – 
including Derby.

The advisory was issued 
due to the loss of chlorine 
residuals and bacterial 
contamination that can 
occur when a distribution 
system fails to maintain 
adequate pressure.

While Wichita’s boil 
advisory was lifted on Oct. 
9, precautions remained 
in place in Derby for 
almost a day later. Derby 
Director of Public Works 
Robert Mendoza noted 
that stemmed from 
regulations of the Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment.

“They require the 
mother system, so to 
speak, the primary system, 
which is Wichita, to have 
taken all of its samples 
and have all those samples 
tested with the results 

reported back before 
the other consecutive 
systems – such as Derby, 
Rose Hill or others – could 
even begin their testing,” 
Mendoza said.

Once Wichita received 
the all clear, Derby was 
able to start testing its 
water – a 24-hour process 
– and got results back 
in the same expedient 
matter. The advisory for 
Derby (and Sedgwick 
County Rural Water Dis-
trict No. 3) was lifted in the 
late morning on Oct. 10.

Laboratory testing 
samples collected 
indicated no evidence 
of bacteriological 
contamination and all 
other conditions that 
placed the system at risk 
of contamination were 
deemed by KDHE officials 
to be resolved.

Public water suppliers 
in Kansas take all 
measures necessary to 
notify customers quickly 
after a system failure or 
shutdown. Regardless of 
whether it’s the supplier or 
KDHE that announces a 
boil water advisory, KDHE 
will issue the rescind 

order following testing at 
a certified laboratory. The 
goal, Mendoza noted, is to 
make sure the water is safe 
for all customers.

Due to the boil water 
advisory, Wichita schools 
were closed on Oct. 8. 
However, Derby was able 
to hold classes as elemen-
tary students were already 
scheduled not to be in 
session and both middle 
and high school students 

had a half day – with those 
students encouraged to 
bring bottled water to 
avoid any issues.

Additionally, soda 
fountains were shut down 
at area restaurants and 
movie theaters due to the 
boil advisory, with some 
restaurants temporarily 
closing entirely.

Rock Regional Hospital 
faced some challenges of 
its own, having to figure 

out how to administer 
medications to patients 
through the boil advisory. 
CEO Barry Beus also said 
that all ice machines on 
the premises had to be 
emptied, cleaned and 
sanitized, but the hospital 
has taken measures to get 
back to full service since 
Oct. 10.

“Once the boil advisory 
was lifted, we had staff 
come in to clean and 

sterilize equipment in 
our surgical services 
department,” Beus said.

Currently, Derby is 
looking into building a 
new water facility to help 
supplement what is being 
purchased from Wichita 
(particularly in the busiest 
months).

Even so, Mendoza 
noted the water pulled 
from Derby would not be 
enough to make the city 
self-sufficient – meaning 
any future advisories 
would be resolved in a 
similar way.

“If this were to happen in 
the future after the plant is 
built, chances are there’ll 
be a way to shut off that 
flow and only use some 
of Derby flow,” Mendoza 
said. “However, Derby flow 
is not enough to meet the 
needs of the city of Derby. 
It’s not enough to do what 
needs to be done, so we 
would still be impacted 
just as we are today.”

Customers continuing 
to have water issues or 
other questions can call 
the city at 316-788-0301 
or email info@derbyweb.
com.

COURTESY

A boil water advisory that impacted the city of Derby was officially lifted on Oct. 10.


