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Shake it off

Legends Nutrition 
focusing on 
whole family 
health. 4

Rose Hill gets lit

Rose Hill resident 
enjoys making 
neighborhood 
merry and bright. 8

Ready to rumble

Derby wrestlers 
finish third at 
Bishop Carroll 
tournament. 9
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SEE BOE, 3

Derby’s front line 
gets vaccinated, 2-3

BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com

The Derby Board of Educa-
tion approved changes to the 
district’s gating criteria chart 
at its Dec. 14 meeting, includ-
ing one that keeps elementary 
schools in person or hybrid 
even when the district is oper-
ating in the “red” column.  

Under the revised criteria, 
early childhood through fifth 
grade will no longer be online 
while the district is in the 
“red.” The schools will oper-
ate in person, but the district 
can move specific schools to 
a hybrid setup at the gating 
committee’s discretion. 

“You could have a school 
that’s hybrid,” Superinten-
dent Heather Bohaty said. 
“But the intent with this 
chart is they would run 
either in person or hybrid in 

most circumstances.” 
Parents can still choose 

to keep their students fully 
online if they’d like, as they’ve 
been able to do since the 
beginning of the school year. 

The new criteria go into 
effect for the next gating 
committee meeting at 1 p.m. 
Dec. 30, when the district will 
determine modes of learning 
for the two weeks after winter 
break. 

All Derby schools will still 
be fully online through Jan 1. 

Bohaty requested the BOE 
revise the gating criteria 
chart after Kansas state 
education officials issued 
guidance that elementary stu-
dents should be learning in 
person, regardless of commu-
nity COVID-19 spread.

“There’s ever-changing 
information,” Bohaty said. 
“[KSDE has] shared the 

research that there’s been a 
low transmission rate, if you 
want to say, with kids at that 
level – meaning elementa-
ry-aged.” 

“Based on that information, 
the Kansas State Department 
of Education acknowledged 
that to put that change into 
place.” 

The updated criteria still 
allow the district to move 
schools to remote learning on 
a case-by-case basis. Staffing 
and student absenteeism may 
impact the gating criteria at a 
certain school. 

“If for some reason we had 
a large breakout or some-
thing like that, individual 
decisions could be made 
based on a particular school,” 
Bohaty said. 

Criteria clear the way for parents at winter sports

BOE drops remote learning 
for Derby elementary schools

COURTESY/DERBY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

This graphic shows changes to the Derby Public Schools gating criteria 
approved by the board of education on Dec. 14. The chart on the left 
shows the old gating criteria, while the one on the right shows the 
modified criteria.

COURTESY 

The deconstruction of the “old” Panther Stadium continued on Monday, Dec. 21. The crews of Pearson Construction took down the home 
bleachers after removing the concession stand three days earlier. The project will include, among other items, a brand new grandstand 
and press box with entry on both sides. It’ll also feature new concession stands and entry points to the stadium. A guaranteed maximum 
price of $7,377,704 was set for the project in October. The “new” Panther Stadium is set to open on Aug. 27, 2021.

OUT WITH THE OLD,

IN WITH THE NEW

  Merry 
Christmas
  from the Informer staff


