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Construction at DHS

A new physical 
education facility 
is starting to take 
shape. 3

Building a ballpark

A Derby family-
owned business had 
a role in Wichita’s 
ballpark. 4

Healthcare heroes

Derby resident 
works on the 
front lines against 
coronavirus. 11
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Thoughts on Continuous Learning in Derby:
Great, challenging, pleased, frustrating and more 

BY ANDREW LINNABARY
andrew@derbyinformer.com

This is part 2 of a series 
that began in the April 22 
Informer.

Derby parents have 
a range of feelings 
about how USD 260’s 
Continuous Learning Plan 
is going so far. We talked 
to some of those parents 
to get their thoughts. Here 
are some of their answers. 

Jae Hedrick, a 

development officer at 

a local nonprofit with a 

freshman at Derby High 

School

I think that it’s going 
great. I’m so proud of 
our school district for 
putting together a plan 
with basically no notice 
– a situation completely 
out of their control. And I 
believe that all of my son’s 
teachers have provided 
a great kind of road map 
for how to go the last few 
weeks of school, [a road 

map] that’s not too hard 
but also not insulting. 

I don’t feel like they’re 
sending coloring pages for 
my high schooler to do. I 
believe they’re honestly 
doing the best with what 
they can do right now. 
They obviously don’t want 
the students to learn 
any more than a student 
may typically use in the 
summer.

I think he will [be 
prepared for next year]. I 
also take responsibility as 
a parent to make sure he 
has access to challenging 
things. It’s not the 
teachers’ job to make sure 
he retains information. 
His teachers, I really am 
thankful, they’ve been 
very open with, ‘This is 
kind of what’s going on, 
we’re going to try this.’ 
The flexibility has been 
great.

So all things considered, 
I think it has been great. 
Of course, there’s hiccups 
with technology. We 

all have that one Zoom 
meeting where one 
person’s cat walks across 
the table. or someone can’t 
figure out how to turn on 
the audio. But I think it’s 
been wonderful. I’m so 
very thankful that Derby 
cares enough to really put 
thought into it.

Missy Weyand, a social 

services worker with a 

sophomore at Derby High 

School

I’m frustrated and I feel 
like [my son is] missing 
out on a lot of education 
that he’s not getting. 
Yes, he can do the online 
assignments, but that’s 
not the same. There’s a 
reason I don’t homeschool 
my child. I think there’s a 
lot they miss out on by not 
being in the classroom. 

They turn [assignments] 
in if they want to. And 
they get 10 points just for 
participating in the Zoom 
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Nancy Jane Powers is a grandparent who supervises two grandchildren during the 
school day. Her fourth grader is pictured here during one the first days of at-home 
learning. SEE LEARNING, 3

Local businesses trying to 
manage through pandemic

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH AND 
ANDREW LINNABARY
news@derbyinformer.com

A 
month into the statewide 
  stay-at-home order brought 
    on by COVID-19, businesses 
      around Derby continue to 

adapt. Some have seen severely decreased 
customer traffic or even had to shut down 
temporarily, some have had even more 
business then normal, and others entered 
a slowdown but are gearing back up in 
hopes that the stay-at-home order will 
soon be lifted.

No matter the industry, changes 
have been made in reaction to the 
coronavirus. Here’s a look at how local 
Derby businesses have been managing 
the situation.

Healthcare
While most healthcare professions have 

been deemed essential businesses under 
the state’s stay-at-home orders, they have 
not been immune to the impact of the 
virus.

Many medical practices have turned 
to telemedicine to offer services at this 
time, with several amending hours due 
to patients not wanting to come in to 
physical locations.

“Our patient load has decreased,” said 
Tanglewood Family Medical Center office 
manager Lori Nighswonger. “Whatever 
we saw last year, we’re seeing only like 
half of those patients.”

At Rainbow Valley Veterinary Clinic, 
Dr. David Drake noted a similar trend in 
patient traffic. While his office remains 
open and offering curbside service to 
animal owners (treating pets while their 
owners wait outside), there have been 
fewer animals treated over the past 
month.

“It’s definitely been down (about 30 to 
40 percent),” Drake said. “Obviously we’re 
pushing our preventative stuff off into the 
next month. A lot of stuff that people have 
been calling for we’re trying to schedule 
it, but later on, hopefully when this all 
blows over.”

Meanwhile, Wichita Family Dental 
(with a location in Derby) has remained 
open as normal throughout the situation. 
Business traffic has been different, 
though, according to Dr. Chuck Pierson.

Typically, the majority of conversations 
in the past year have focused on ortho-
dontics and cosmetic types of elective 
procedures, but are now geared more 
toward dental emergencies (i.e., swelling, 
infections, toothaches, broken teeth, etc.).

Like most medical clinics, Pierson 
noted sterilization policies have also 
been heightened at the Wichita Family 

Dental locations – which will be the same 
in Derby once the remodeled location 
reopens on May 4.

“We’re just in a whole new normal – 
wearing face shields, a hair net and the 
disposable gowns. When a patient comes 
into the office we have them sanitize 
their hands before and afterwards. Before 
they come into the office we’re doing 
temperature checks,” Pierson said.

Both Tanglewood and Rainbow Valley 
applied for and received Paycheck 
Protection Program loans, which have 
helped manage staffing situations 

(whether in terms of limited hours or 
personnel), while Wichita Family Dental 
is waiting on approval. All three, however, 
are concerned that even with the stay-
at-home order lifted it will take a while 
before things return to normal.

Retail liquor
One of the few businesses mostly 

unfazed by the current situation, liquor 
stores are operating almost exactly the 
same as they were prior to the pandemic 

SEE BUSINESS, 2
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Allison Emery, Veterinary Technician at Rainbow Valley Veterinary Clinic, picks up a customer’s cat for treatment outside the 
building. The clinic has implemented curbside service as a safety precaution in light of COVID-19.


