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Derby man arrested

A Derby man was arrested 
in Saline County and 
charged with attempted 
capital murder and more. 3

New soccer complex

A new soccer complex 
plan got approval 
from the Planning 
Commission last week. 3

Quintin thanks you

Over 600 cards a Derby 
boy received made 
a difficult medical 
procedure easier. 16
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On the count of 3, 2, 1, 
they grabbed their shovels 
– the students’ painted 
primary colors, the 
adults’ gold – and turned 
ceremonial dirt at the site 
of Derby Public Schools’ 
newest elementary school.

The March 22 
groundbreaking, under 
sunny skies, gave the 
district a chance to thank 
voters for supporting a 
$114 million bond issue 
last year.

“Our dreams are truly 
taking flight,” said Sandy 
Rusher, who will serve as 
principal at Stone Creek, 
which is expected to open 
for the 2020-21 school 
year.

With the school mascot 
the Jets, the event took a 
decidedly eyes-toward-
the-skies feel with 
officials lauding the new 
learning opportunities 
the 82,000-square-foot 
building will afford 
students. 

“I am beyond excited to 
start teaming with staff 
members who are open to 
trying new collaboration 
styles, working to meet 
students where they are, 
to find a pathway that 

leads them to success,” 
Rusher said, adding later 
that “Stone Creek will 
have a unique and creative 
learning environment that 
will be enriched through 
technology.”

Superintendent Heather 
Bohaty praised Rusher, the 
current principal at Park 
Hill Elementary, for her 
vision for Stone Creek.

“Leading up to 
today, Sandy should 
be commended for the 
countless hours she’s put 
into facilitating groups, 
being hands-on with the 
detailed design elements 
of the building and 
making sure this facility 
is well-thought-out for our 
students and community 
for years to come.”

Pleasantview fifth-
grader Emily Bahruth, 
who served on the 
naming, mascot and color 
committee for the school, 
was the smallest speaker 
in stature but not in 
community voice. 

“It was exciting to meet 
in our committee group 
and make a big decision,” 
she said. “We would like 
to officially welcome 
Stone Creek Elementary to 
Derby Public Schools.”

The school will feature 
new safety and security 

measures, a major selling 
point of the bond issue. 
School board members 
earlier this month 
approved a guaranteed 
maximum price of 
$18,904,175, the most 
the district can be billed 
for the project without a 
change order.

Stone Creek will offer 
four classrooms per grade, 

10 resource classrooms 
and two media hubs as 
well as “dream rooms” 
that will double as safe 
spaces where students 
and teachers can hide if 
necessary. The school will 
have one storm shelter 
to house everyone in one 
location. The space will 
double as a community 
shelter.

Shannon Bohm, 
president of SJCF 
Architecture, said the firm 
has “opportunity to work 
on many different types 
of buildings. But we really 
enjoy working on schools, 
particularly elementary 
schools because we 
have the opportunity 
to enhance learning for 
future generations.”

School board president 
Tina Prunier told the 
crowd the district looks 
forward to seeing people 
at the school “when we cut 
the ribbon.”

“Let’s turn some dirt 
and go Jets,” said Mitch 
Binns of McCownGordon, 
which is managing all 
construction projects for 
the district.

A groundbreaking for number 10

JEFF COTT/INFORMER 

Fifth grade students from Derby Elementary schools, Derby school board members, local dignitaries and others move the dirt in a ceremonial groundbreaking at the site of the 
soon-to-be new Stone Creek Elementary school on Friday. This will be the district’s tenth elementary school.
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Pleasantview fifth-grader Emily Bahruth, who served on the naming, mascot and color committee for the 
new school, and Sandy Rusher, current Park Hill Elementary Principal, spoke to the crowd at the Stone Creek 
Elementary groundbreaking event. Rusher will be the principal of the new school when it opens.

New publication expected to hit Derby any day
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By the end of this week local residents 
should see a brand new publication in 
their mailboxes giving them a new way to 
look at Derby.

ZOOM Magazine, published by The 
Derby Informer, will give readers local 
business news, lifestyle news, human 
interest features, community event 
information, coupons and more. All of the 
stories and information will be local and 
center on Derby and the immediate area. 

The publication has been developed so 
that each issue will have something for 
just about everyone.

“With the growth of Derby over 
the years we felt that it was time the 
community could handle additional 
options and resources to get the local 
information they most want to know,” 
publisher Jeff Cott said.

He says that this product should have 
a more contemporary look and feel to the 
reader. Even though some of the content 
may be shared with The Derby Informer 
newspaper, a good portion of it won’t 

necessarily be found anywhere else.
This year The Derby Informer is 

celebrating 20 years of providing 
community news and information 
through the local newspaper and 
derbyinformer.com. Over that time 
the company has developed a variety 
of products that include a community 
Business Directory, local maps, the book 
Celebrating Derby – 150 Years, countless 
special targeted publications and The 
Derby Area Business Review.

ZOOM Magazine will replace the 
monthly Derby Area Business Review 
which ended with its final publication in 
February. 

“What ZOOM offers should be a 
broader market from young to old as 
opposed to what the Business Review was 
delivering,” Cott said. 

Other advantages of the magazine 
should include a longer shelf life and 
a publication that has more people 
picking it up and looking at it with more 
frequency. The high-end production, 
magazine-style layout and format are all 
elements that tend to deliver these kinds 
of results. 

At some point this year a 
web product, ZOOMDerby.
com will be devoted to 
the publication, but for 
the moment, ZOOM will 
have digital access through 
derbyinformer.com in a special 
ZOOM Derby section.

Because of the stark differences 
between ZOOM Magazine and 
the Informer newspaper, the two 
products used in combination by 
advertisers have the opportunity 
to put more faces in front of their 
advertising. 

Content in the Informer 
newspaper should remain similar 
to what residents have been seeing, 
of which they won’t be able to get 
in ZOOM. That includes items like 
obituaries, police reports, opinion 
columns, sports news, classifieds and 
general hard news. But, Cott said, they 
may add some other new twists in the 
Informer in the future. He described 
those as “different elements that readers 
haven’t seen from us yet.” 

The distribution method will be free, 

predominately by mail, 
as all of the Derby Informer products 

have been. Some rack locations in the 
community will have ZOOM in them and 
additional copies will also be available at 
the Derby Informer offices.


