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One more Bell

Taco Bell has 
submitted plans 
to build another 
restaurant in Derby. 4

Derby principal resigns

A Derby elementary school 
principal has submitted his 
resignation after being put 
on an indefinite leave. 11

Panthers compete in Classic

The DHS baseball team 
competed against some 
different teams on 
Saturday. 9
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Preparations going on for Sunday’s Spring into Art event
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

Spring into Art is 
turning into a traditional 
event for Derby’s residents 
and visitors. Now in its 
third year, Spring into Art, 
which is free and open to 
the public, is set for 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. April 28 at Mad-
ison Avenue Central Park, 
512 E. Madison Ave. 

The event is a 
combination of promoting 
the arts, a community 
celebration and, of course, 
a welcome for warmer 
temperatures and sunnier 
skies. 

While art is a focus of 
the event, it’s also designed 
to be a day for all ages to 
enjoy. 

As Kristy Bansemer, 
the city’s communica-
tions director, put it: “We 
encourage you to bring 
your family and friends 
and enjoy a fun day at the 
park.”

There will be a variety 
of artwork to browse and 
purchase, from paintings 
to handmade jewelry to 
prints and custom string 
art, she said. 

Art vendors will be set 
on the event lawn. There 
are 22 signed up and there 
also will be two booths 
dedicated for the 150th 
Anniversary memorabilia, 

Fling for funds: Disc golf tournament 
aims to improve Derby course

BY DANIEL CAUDILL
daniel@derbyinformer.com

An area disc golf club will 
host a tournament to fundraise 
for upgrades at a Derby course.

Derby’s disc golf course, 
located at Stone Creek Park, 
opened in 2002 with the 
support of Air Capital Disc 
Golf Club. It began as a nine-
hole course before eventually 
expanding to 18. 

Now almost two decades old, 
the course’s baskets were made 
by shop class students in the 
Renwick USD 267 school district. 

“While they have served well, 
disc golf has moved past the 
state that homemade baskets 
were almost a necessity,” said 
events coordinator Marty Hunt.

Hunt praised the city’s 
efforts to maintain the park’s 
landscape, but said “golfers still 
get frustrated with the inability 
of baskets to hold a shot.” 

The rules of disc golf 
are much like those of 
traditional golf, according 
to the Professional Disc Golf 
Association’s website. 

Formalized in the ’70s, the 
sport shares the objective 
of completing each hole in 
the fewest strokes. Discs are 
thrown from a tee area to a 
hole, which is most commonly a 
raised metal basket. 

As with golf, there are differ-
ent types of discs used in the 
sport like drivers and putters. 

Based in Wichita, Air Capital 
Disc Golf Club was founded in 

1989 and currently has about 
84 members. That number was 
around 151 at the end of last 
year, and Hunt anticipates it 
will grow again during summer 
months. 

Chase Anderson, a three-year 
member of the club, said his 
favorite thing about playing 
disc golf is the people.

“You hit that one shot, and 
it’s like ‘wow, I just wanna play 
10 more rounds now,’” he said.

The club hosts four weekly 
mini-tournaments at area 
courses that draw between 10 
and 30 participants. Larger, 
annual tournaments draw up 
to 150. 

Participants are young 

Mayor files for re-election, 
faces competitor
BY DAVID DINELL
news1@derbyinformer.com

Mayor Randy 
White has made 
it official: he’s 
running for 
re-election. 
White filed for 
the election this 
month and he 
has at least one 
other challenger, 
current City 
Council member 
Mark Staats. 

The deadline 
for any others 
to file is noon 
June 3. There 
is no political 

affiliation needed to run for the 
office as it’s nonpartisan. 

White’s experience in city gov-
ernment includes two years on 
the Planning Commission, four 
years on the City Council and his 
current four-year mayoral term. 

Because of the change in the 
state’s election law – moving city 
elections from the spring to fall 
– his term will actually be longer 
than that. He was sworn into 
office in April 2015, but his term 
goes into late this year. 

White has an upbeat assess-
ment of conditions in the city. 

“Things are going pretty well 
in Derby right now,” he said. 

He credits much of that to 
what he calls its “well-run 
departments.” 

The daily-needed services, 
such as police and fire depart-
ments, along with the Senior 
Center, library and water depart-
ment, operate smoothly, he said. 

“They’re some of the best in 
the state of Kansas,” he said. 

That makes the job of mayor 
easier, he said. 

White, who is 60 and said he’s 
“a couple of years from retiring,” 
said he wants to keep on being 
mayor. That includes being the 
official representative of the city, 
which he said is one of the major 
differences between being a 
council member and mayor. 

In that regard, citizens will 
often see him at ceremonies, 
events at which White said he 
enjoys speaking. 

The mayor is the only official 
of the governing body who is 
elected at-large by all voters of 
the city. Along with his public 
presence, the mayor presides 
over council meetings, facilitates 
communication among elected 
officials and assists the council 
in setting goals and policies.

Also, White meets with City 
Manager Kathy Sexton once 
a week to communicate each 
other’s concerns and discuss 
current issues. 

White said he’s a fiscal 
conservative and is not 
interested in raising taxes. 

“We need to be careful with 
spending taxpayers’ money,” he 
said. 

Among recent accomplish-
ments, White is especially proud 
to continue building a strong 
relationship with nearby 
McConnell AFB, a new fire 
station and expanding the parks 
system, including adding two 
new major parks, and working 
on another one, Decarsky Park. 
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Groundskeeper Pedro Perez marks a spot with a white flag while Parks Foreman Joe Loflin checks the alignment Monday at Madison Ave. Park. 
The two City of Derby workers were flagging the locations of where art vendor booths will go this Sunday at the annual Spring Into Art event.SEE ART, 3
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Cole Hopkins warms up by throwing a few discs. He and around 20 other golfers were at Stone Creek 
Monday for a mini-tournament.


