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Local author drawing attention for his books
BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

From a young age, local 
author Grant Snider found 
a passion in illustration. 
While a competitive fire 
with his twin brother, 
Gavin, helped spark that, 
the Derby native has 
been drawing ever since. 
Starting on old sheets 
of computer paper to 
having comics posted in 
publications such as “The 
Kansas City Star” and 
“The New Yorker,” Snider 
has continued to let his 
creative side run wild.

“These [sheets of 
computer paper] were 
like our big canvasses 
where we could just kind 
of put all these different 
characters, worlds and 
scenes on,” Snider said. 
“I think cartooning’s let 
me keep that sense of 
imagination.”

Now, Snider’s work is 
gaining national critical 
acclaim – as his most 
recent collection of 
comics, “I Will Judge You 
By Your Bookshelf,” has 
been nominated for a 2020 
Goodreads Choice Award 
for best graphic novel/
comic.

Snider, who works 
as a dentist at Derby 
Orthodontics when he is 
not writing comics, noted 
he will not be quitting his 
day job anytime soon. In 
fact, he admitted having 
that job is what gives him 
the freedom to pursue his 
illustrating and writing 
career – now having 
published five works (two 

collections of comics and 
three children’s books) 
since 2017.

Once he went off to 
college at the University 
of Kansas, Snider began 

drawing comics for the 
student newspaper, 
“The University Daily 
Kansan.” He was drawing 
comic strips five days a 
week during his junior 

year. When he went off 
to dental school, that 
passion followed and he 
kept drawing, submitting 
to local publications like 
“The Kansas City Star.”

Eventually, those works 
evolved into Snider’s brand 
of Incidental Comics and 
website – where he posts 
to weekly. Those comics 
were then collected for his 

first book, “The Shape of 
Ideas,” published in 2017 
– something Snider said 
he was always working 
toward from a young age.

“I remember sending my 
aunts and uncles stories 
I’d done or sending my 
parents these really long, 
detailed stories I’d done 
about turkeys getting in 
a fight with Santa Claus 
over Thanksgiving/
Christmas, silly stuff 
like that,” Snider said. 
“I always just wanted to 
tell stories and to put my 
words and drawings on 
paper.”

Having done this for 
so long now, Snider has a 
routine. Each comic strip 
he publishes takes roughly 
a week to create – starting 
with the brainstorming 
of ideas, moving on to 
penciling, editing, inking, 
coloring and posting. 
Another constant is the 
feedback from his twin 
brother, as well as his wife, 
Kayla, to help determine 
the accessibility of those 
ideas.

Seeking out that 
feedback and digging for 
those ideas is something 
from which Snider said he 
takes a lot of enjoyment in 
illustrating and creating 
his comics.

“For me, the search for 
the ideas and the shaping 
of that idea itself is the 
pure joy of the artistic 
process,” Snider said.

With the comic 
collections, Snider noted 
the process has been quick 

Derby couple wins largest cash payout in catfishing history
BY ANDREW LINNABARY
andrew@derbyinformer.com

A pair of Derby High 
School graduates and 
current Derby residents 
recently won the Cabela’s 
King Kat championship, 
which featured the largest 
cash payout in catfishing 
history. 

Eric and Jordan Horton 
took home a $50,000 
check as well as a pair of 
championship cups for 
their catch, a two-day 
total weight of 169.38 
pounds.

“Milford is the lake I 
learned to catfish on, so 
it’s really cool to win the 
national tournament 
here,” Eric Horton said. 

The catfish tournament, 
which started on Friday, 
was held at Acorns 

Resort at Milford Lake 
(northwest of Junction 
City) and attracted fishers 
from across the nation. 
Teams had a catch of five 
fish per day. The winning 
team was determined by 
total weight caught over 
the two-day tournament. 

The Hortons’ Big Kat 
from day one held up as 
Big Kat of the tournament, 
weighing in at 48.98 
pounds and bringing in an 
additional $1,240.

Throughout the 
tournament, the Hortons 
wore shirts that said 
“Horton Hears a Blue.” 
Fittingly, they targeted 
50-feet deep water to pull 
off the win. Eric took on 
the duties of “netman” 
whileJordan reeled them 
in.

“We started out 

dragging baits around 
mid-lake on Friday,” Eric 
said. “By 11:00 am we 
didn’t have a keeper fish in 
the boat. We made a move 
to deeper water, around 
50 feet, and started fishing 
flats.”

“We fished our first 
spot on day one and didn’t 
catch anything we could 
weigh in,” Jordan said. 
“At 11:00 a.m. we made 
a move to a completely 
different part of the lake. 

Within 30 minutes we 
caught the 48-pound big 
cat. By noon we had both 
our overs. On day one we 
caught four overs in total.”

Eric went on to say that 
he was still in “shock and 
disbelief” over winning 
the tournament. 

“We fished against 
some of the best catfish 
anglers in the country 
and somehow still pulled 
it off,” Eric said. He said 
it was satisfying to have 

all his time spent aiming 
to become a better angler 
pay off 

Eric said that he had 
three goals going into 
2020: to catch four fish 
over 50 pounds, for Jordan 
to catch a new personal 
best, and to win the 
catfish championship. 

“We achieved all of 
them,” he said. 

Despite his success, 
Eric said that he’s still got 
more to prove. He says 

that anyone can win one 
tournament, to be “a real 
hammer,” you have to win 
more than one big one. 

“We will continue 
to strive to improve, 
and hopefully have an 
opportunity to have 
another great showing.”

As for the winnings? 
Jordan is going to use 
some of it on some “girl 
stuff,” Eric said, and the 
rest will be used to pay off 
their boat.
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Local author Grant Snider had his most recent comic collection, “I Will Judge You By Your Bookshelf,” nominated for 
a 2020 Goodreads Choice Award.
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COURTESY

Eric and Jordan Horton hold a pair of the big catfish they caught giving them the Championship in Cabela’s King Kat 
catfish championship.

COURTESY

Eric and Jordan Horton, DHS grads and Derby residents, 
won the Cabela’s King Kat Championship at Milford 
Lake on Saturday.

Panther soccer claims 
regional title, 10
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