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Reaching QUALITY CONSUMERS who have  
the ability to purchase your products and services.

www.derbyinformer.com

Derby, the largest suburban community in the Wichita metro area, is 
a highly desirable community to live in with its excellent schools and 
quality of life amenities. It is the go-to shopping and entertainment 
hub for many surrounding communities, including south Wichita. 
Derby is also a regional draw for people living in surrounding 
communities such as Mulvane, Rose Hill, Douglass, Haysville and 
South Wichita.

POPULATION (2020)

DERBY • 24,721

HAYSVILLE
11,264

MULVANE • 6,416

ROSE HILL • 3,965

DOUGLASS
1,662

SEDGWICK COUNTY • 513,289                 COUNTY GROWTH FROM 2016-17: 40%

It’s the only way to  
effectively reach 

 customers in southern 
Sedgwick, Sumner  

and western  
Butler counties.

“
”
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DEMOGRAPHICS
Derby is one of the fastest growing communities in Kansas. 
According to the 2018 U.S. Census Bureau, residents served by 
The Derby Informer family of products possess some of the most 
eye-popping demographics in Kansas.

2018 HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Derby is considered an executive 
or white collar community

Derby’s population reflects 
a healthy balance of young 
families and retirees:

$69,646

$55,370

$85,937

$67,790

Median household 
income

Median disposable 
income

Average household 
income

Average disposable 
income

POPULATION:

33.1% 36.9%

14.5%
52.5% 96.4%

under age 25 median age

over age 65

prime wage earners 
between 25 and 64

of those 25 years and 
over are high school 
graduates or higher

$50K - 74K
21.6%

$35K - 49K
13.1% $25K - 34K

7.2%

$15K - 24K
7.4%

<$15K
4.5%

$150K - $199K
4.6%

$100K - $149K
20.9%

$75K - $99K
18.9%

$200K+
1.8%
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A new church
Construction could start soon on a more than 40,000-square-foot Derby church. 4

Hubbard update
The new Hubbard Center is taking shape with usage guidelines set. 5

Panther wrestling
Will DHS wrestlers defend their state championship from 2019? 9
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When dads aren’t around, 11

Planet Fitness to be major tenant in former Dillon’s buildingBY DAVID DINELLnews1@derbyinformer.com
Planet Fitness will be the anchor tenant in the renovation and redevelop-ment of the former Dillon’s store at the southwest corner of East Madison and North Rock Road, according to one of the leasing agents. 

There has been specu-lation that the business was possible for Derby. Now the signing has been confirmed by Mattie Crossland, director of real estate for the Crossland Realty Group in Colum-bus, Kan.
Crossland said that her company and its officials were pleased about land-ing the national fitness chain as a tenant and helping to grow Derby as well as assisting in filling a long-empty building. “We believe community members are excited for retail to return to this corner and, so far, the response to the develop-ment has been overwhelm-ingly positive,” Crossland said in an email. “Having access to health and fit-ness facilities is important to a thriving community.”This would be the fifth Planet Fitness in the metro area. No opening date 

was provided; however, the building renovation will be complete by this summer.

Other businesses spaces available
Crossland Realty Group and J.P. Weigand are 

partnering to lease spaces in the 52,551-square-foot building. The contractor is Crossland Construction and the architect is GLMV Architecture. 
As designed, the new design will offer retail, entertainment, and restaurant space. Cross-

land said it will “give the local area an updated look with new storefronts, façade, and patio hard-scaping.”
The hope is that the development will give the corner new life, she said. Currently, work is underway at the building 

and a $450,000 city build-ing permit has been taken out to remodel the shell. Work had previously been done on the roof. When completed, the value of the work will be in the $1 million-plus range. According to county property tax records, the 

building has an appraisal of $1.5 million. 
The structure was built in 1992 and housed two antique markets after Dil-lon’s left to open a larger store in the Derby Mar-ketplace. The last antique You don’t have to look like Alice to attend Uncorked on SaturdayBY JEFF COTT

news@derbyinformer.com

If you thought looking like Alice in Wonderland, the Mad Hatter or The White Rabbit was a requirement to attend this year’s Derby Community Foundation fundraiser Uncorked this Saturday, be advised – it’s not. 
What is a requirement is that you come dressed normally and comfortably, if you choose, and be ready to enjoy yourself. At some of the past events organizers have encouraged people to dress up wearing attire that fits the theme. But DCF Executive Director Theresa Hearn says people don’t have to wear a costume to attend.

“A few people go all out and dress the part, but it is certainly not a requirement,” Hearn said.
With the year 2020 being a leap year and the event being held on February 29, the Uncorked Committee decided to connect to the Alice in Wonderland story and came up with the theme “Leap Into Wonderland.”

It’s not to say you won’t see Alice, the Mad Hatter and White Rabbit at the event, but they have been called in to provide supporting roles. One thing Hearn said they learned from their annual event evaluations is that people wanted 

more opportunity to interact at the event. With that in mind, this year’s Uncorked has teamed up with Puzzle Plex in Derby to create a new interactive game.  

The game invites people to gather information by talking to others in the room. Participants will learn what the DCF is and what they do by gathering the information. As an incentive, attendees who complete the game can enter into a drawing for a $1,000 voucher travel prize.Local photographer Barney Tull will be on hand in the Portrait Studio taking photos of any who would desire a portrait. Plus, a fun photo booth will also be available for those wanting to create funny film strip type photo.The Super Silent Auction will feature some fun, valuable and unique items this year. One of the highlights is a custom-designed ring by Derby jeweler Paul Johnson. This quality ring is in white gold and features a design that will be commemorative of the event.Sports fans will want to check out the ultimate fan bundles. One bundle includes a Kansas City Chiefs Coleman cooler stuffed full of Chiefs items.  Included in the package are    Superbowl items, championship t-shirts, Kingdom Ale, Coca Cola in Chiefs cans, a Chiefs blanket, and more. A WSU ultimate fan bundle full of some great Shocker items will also be up for bid. Derby Panther fans can cash in too with a fan bundle that includes a hat, shirts, two season football tickets to 

Inspirational Award winner appreciates life

BY JEFF COTT
news@derbyinformer.com

Inspiration comes in many forms. Sometimes it’s just a simple act of kindness. Other times inspiration can be life-changing. It is safe to say that the recipient of this year’s Derby Recreation Commission Trina Bauer Inspirational Wellness Award defines true life-changing inspiration. Derby resident Julie 

Dombo, a quadruple amputee, was recognized on Tuesday, February 18 as the recipient of the DRC’s annual inspirational award. The Trina Bauer Inspiration Wellness Award is given to honor a local individual who is making positive lifestyle changes, while inspiring others. 
Dombo was a school counselor in Haysville 

COURTESY 

The new concept for the former Dillon’s store will offer space for retail, entertainment and restaurant businesses. Leasing agents at Crossland 

Realty Group and J.P. Weigand are now working to sign additional tenants for the 52,551-square-foot building.

SEE PLANET FITNESS, 4

Alice in Wonderland, the Mad Hatter or The White Rabbit was a requirement to attend this year’s Derby Community Foundation 

certainly not a requirement,” 

leap year and the event being 
Uncorked Committee decided 

The game invites people to gather information by talking to others in the room. Participants will learn what the DCF is and what they do by gathering the information. As an incentive, attendees who complete the game can enter into a drawing for a $1,000 voucher travel prize.Local photographer Barney Tull will be on hand in the Portrait Studio taking photos of any who would desire a portrait. Plus, a fun photo booth will also be available for those wanting to create funny film strip type photo.The Super Silent Auction will feature some fun, valuable and unique items this year. One of the highlights is a custom-designed ring by Derby jeweler Paul Johnson. This quality ring is in white gold and features a design that will be commemorative of the event.Sports fans will want to check out the ultimate fan bundles. One bundle includes a Kansas City Chiefs Coleman cooler stuffed full of Chiefs items.  Included in the package are    Superbowl items, championship t-shirts, Kingdom Ale, Coca Cola in Chiefs cans, a Chiefs 
COURTESY 

Shown is the Ultimate KC Chiefs fan bundle available for bid in the Super Silent Auction at Uncorked, taking place this Saturday at Madison Avenue Central Park.

COURTESY 
Trina Bauer, left, presents Julie Dombo the DRC Trina 
Bauer Inspirational Wellness Award.

SEE UNCORKED, 3

SEE AWARD, 3
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Young professionals
Derby’s young 
professionals hooked 
up with an Armenian 
delegation. 4

Support for seniors
A recent “Can We Talk” 
forum addressed a 
number of community 
issues. 5

Abrupt ending
After one win the 
Lady Panthers’ run for 
a state championship 
ended. 9
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DERBY STARTS TO SHUT DOWN
Derby, Sedgwick County react to coronavirus

BY KELLY BRECKUNITCH
kelly@derbyinformer.com

Following the widespread 
cancellations on a national level 
late last week, Sedgwick County 
and the city of Derby announced 
some policy decisions of their 
own to go into effect immedi-
ately regarding the coronavirus 
pandemic.

After a case presenting at 
Wesley Medical Center, Sedg-
wick County held a press confer-
ence March 13 in which a ban on 
public gatherings was imposed. 
Initially, that ban restricted 
public gatherings to no more 
than 250 people, but it has since 
been amended to allow for no 
gatherings of more than 50 
people in the immediate future. 
The decision was made based 
on a recommendation from the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

“Obviously, the health and 
safety of our citizens in Sedg-
wick County is our top priority,” 
said commission chairman 
Pete Meitzner. “We’re all in this 
together. We’re trying to stay 
positive. We’re trying not to 
panic.”

“These things that are being 
put into place, this is all about 
precaution,” said Sedgwick 
County Health Director Adri-
enne Byrne.

While certain cities and states 
have banned restaurant dining, 
commission chair Meitzner 
said no such official action has 
been taken in Sedgwick County. 
Restaurants can continue oper-
ating as long as they have no 
more than 50 people on site at 
any time.

Grocery stores were also not 
addressed outright, though 
aisles at local retailers – like the 
Dillons on North Rock Road in 
Derby – continue to be picked 
over by concerned consumers.

Local Health Officer Dr. 
Gerald Minns noted the county 
will continue to assess the 
conditions leading to the ban on 
an ongoing basis, which is being 
taken as a preventative measure. 
Minns stated Sedgwick County 
residents remain at low risk as 
there have been no confirmed 
cases reported among said 
residents.

The City of Derby is currently 

monitoring the coronavirus situ-
ation and asking employees and 
residents to take precautions. 
The health of the community 
and residents is of the utmost 
importance.

One such precaution the city 
is taking is to shut down Derby 
City Hall and the senior center 
at the close of business on March 

17 in an effort to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. The city 
will monitor the developing 
situation and make changes as 
needed. Staff will continue to 
work normal schedules and be 
available by phone and email. No 
reopening date has been set as 
that depends on what happens 
with the coronavirus moving 

forward.
At this time, small city 

meetings and small events will 
continue as scheduled – in 
concurrence with the county’s 
gathering size restrictions. 
Additionally, the city will be 
implementing social distancing 
techniques to prevent spread-
ing germs. For example, chairs 

in meetings are being spaced 
farther apart so people have 
less risk of exposure to someone 
else’s sneeze or cough.

“With a changing situation, 
it is difficult to know what to 
expect,” said Kathy Sexton, city 
manager. “Preparing for what 
might come, whether an infec-
tious disease or severe weather 
season, is something we each 
need to do to keep our commu-
nity safe and healthy.”

“I think it’s fair to say, like 
everybody else, we’re just strug-
gling to keep up with all the 
changing information,” Sexton 
said, “working to take things 
seriously, but also keep our sense 
of humor, keep our calm and 
know that we will get through 
this somehow, someway. That’s 
kind of our overall attitude.”

Meetings still ongoing include 
planning commission (6:30 p.m., 
March 19) and city council (6:30 
p.m., March 24), though resi-
dents are encouraged to watch 
the two public meetings live on 
the city website or on Cox Cable COURTESY

Social distancing practices, like spacing chairs at least six feet apart, will be utilized at city meetings 
moving forward to help slow the spread of COVID-19.

JEFF COTT/INFORMER
The paper goods aisle at Dillons was picked over late last week as concerned citizens headed to the store to stock up amidst the 
uncertainty of the coronavirus situation.

DRC announces temporary facility closings
BY ADAM SUDERMAN
sports@derbyinformer.com 

New mandates by the 
Sedgwick County Health 
Department made Derby 
Recreation Commission closings 
almost inevitable. 

Following the decision to 
prohibit gatherings of 50 or 
more, the DRC announced 
that its Derby fitness facility, 
Hubbard Arts Center and 
Oaklawn Activity Center would 
all be temporarily closed as of 
Monday evening, March 16. 

According to the statement 
released on DRC social media, 
all associated programs 
are temporarily postponed, 
including the launch of spring 
programming on Monday, 
March 23. JEFF COTT/INFORMER

By shortly after 6 p.m. Monday the DRC, normally open until 10 p.m., was closed due to the state of local disaster emergency and the 
coronavirus. The sign on the door gave no indication of when the center might reopen for sure. SEE DRC, 2

SEE VIRUS, 3

pg 3

www.derbyinformer.com

PRINT PUBLICATIONS
The Derby Informer 
is a weekly subscription-
based newspaper 
serving Derby and 
Sedgwick, Butler and 
Sumner Counties. It is 
the official publication 
of the City of Derby and 
Sedgwick County. The 
Informer is a hometown 
weekly newspaper 
mailed to subscribers 
weekly on Wednesdays 
plus an E-edition at 
DerbyInformer.com 
accessible 24/7.

ZOOM-Derby is a 
free full-color magazine 
showcasing feature 
stories and events 
highlighting all things 
Derby. It is mailed 
to select Derby and 
Mulvane-area homes and 
is published in February, 
April, June, August, 
October and December. 
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DECEMBER 2019

See Coupons 

pages 54-55

A Special Commemorative Issue of events that 

happened in 2019 during Derby’s Sesquicentennial

zoom—————  DERBY —————

FEBRUARY 2020

A FREE Publication

• 20 years of growing faith in children through sports pg 6

• Can’t sleep? Is it insomnia? pg 16• Coupons pg 30-31

Special features, ideas and more on health & wellness

PLUS:

In this issue
Taking care    of YOU



SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS
Business Directory

Spring Sports Guide

Graduate Salute

Fall Sports Guide

Veterans Salute

State Football 

Winter Sports Guide 

By advertising in  
special publications, 

you’ll reach intense and 
focused consumer types. 
Plus, you’ll know it works 

when they respond to 
your message.

“
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• 2020 •
Derby Area

Business
Directory

YOUR LOCAL RESOURCE FOR
• PRODUCTS • SERVICES

• COMMUNITY INFORMATION
• COUPONS AND MORE

A Publication Of

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

US POSTAGE
PAID

DERBY KS
PERMIT NO. 1207

******************ECRWSS*********

Postal Customer

Honoring Derby 
Veterans, Active 
Duty Military 
and more

A PUBLICATION OF

NOVEMBER 7, 2018

Veterans 
Salute

a publication 
of the

Alex Conn, 
offensive lineman

EMPORIA

2019 FALL SPORTS PREVIEWDERBY HIGH SCHOOL

AUGUST 28, 2019

ALL
EYES ON



If you aren’t using  
Derby Informer digital  

advertising, you’re  
missing a significant  

portion of consumers 
who won’t be aware  

of your business.

“

”

DIGITAL

MONTHLY AVERAGE STATISTICS:
85,460
61,592

page views per month

visitors per month

Website Banner Ads
Advertise your business and 
build brand awareness on 
our high-traffic community 
website. Web ads can be 
placed anywhere on our site 
and can be viewed on all 
devices. Seventy-five percent 
of today’s consumers view 
websites on mobile devices. 
Digital advertising gives 
your business visibility and 
exposure 24/7.



Increase your  
online presence with a  

storefront web page on 
DerbyInformer.com.     

“
”

MARKETPLACE

Business Directory Web Page
Your business listing features 
include basic hours of operation, 
contact info and a map. Additional 
features can be added to showcase 
your business with photo galleries, 
web ads, testimonials, social media 
links and more.


