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By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

Crossing the four corners of the 
downtown Denton Square is soon go-
ing to get safer for pedestrians.

A new pilot program that goes into ef-
fect early next week will have an exclusive 
pedestrian phase so that when people 
cross, no car traffic at the intersection will 
move at all. The plan was presented and 

approved during a Denton City Council 
work session Tuesday afternoon.

Brian Jahn, the city’s traffic engineer, 
said pedestrians will push the button at 
the crosswalk and it will trigger lights in 
all four directions to go red at the same 
time. There will be enough time for a 
pedestrian to cross on foot across two 
streets or cross diagonally, he said. Ad-
ditionally, this means cars won’t be able 
to turn on red at the four intersections.

“It increases the convenience for 
people walking. They have a better 
feel, it’s more inviting and the safety 
is enhanced,” Jahn said. “Again, we’re 
trying to get people out of their cars 
and feeling safe about walking around 
downtown. This goes a long way in pro-
moting that pedestrian activity.”

Currently, when a light is green on 

By Seth Borenstein
AP Science Writer

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — In 
the unlikely setting of the world’s 
most populated military instal-
lation, amid all the regimented 
chaos, you’ll find the Endan-
gered Species Act at work.

There, as a 400-pound explo-
sive resounds in the distance, a 
tiny St. Francis Satyr butterfly flits 
among the splotchy leaves, ready 
to lay as many as 100 eggs. At 

one point, this brown and frank-
ly dull-looking butterfly could be 
found in only one place on Earth: 
Fort Bragg’s artillery range.

Now, thanks in great mea-
sure to the 46-year-old federal 
act, they are found in eight more 
places — though all of them are 
on other parts of the Army base. 
And if all goes well, biologists will 
have just seeded habitat No. 10.

One of Earth’s rarest but-
terfly species, there are maybe 

3,000 St. Francis Satyrs. There 
are never going to be enough of 
them to get off the endangered 
list, but they’re not about to go 
extinct either. They are perma-
nent patients of the bureaucratic 
conservation hospital ward.

In some ways, the tiny but-
terfly is an ideal example of the 
more than 1,600 U.S. species 
that have been protected by the 

By Lisa Mascaro  
and Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A career Army 
officer on assignment to President Don-
ald Trump’s National Security Council 
testified Tuesday he felt it was his duty 
to object to Trump’s “improper” phone 
call seeking Ukrainian investigations of 
U.S. Democrats. Re-
publicans answered 
him with doubts 
about his loyalty to the 
United States.

Arriving on Capitol 
Hill in military blue 
with medals across his 
chest, Lt. Col. Alex-
ander Vindman told 
impeachment investi-
gators he felt no hesitation in reporting 
the president’s request of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

Vindman, a 20-year military officer 
who received a Purple Heart for being 
wounded in the Iraq War, was among 
the officials who listened in to the July 
25 call when Trump asked Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy for a 
“favor” — investigations of Democrat 
Joe Biden and other issues.

“It was inappropriate, it was im-
proper for the president to request, to 
demand an investigation into a political 
opponent,” Vindman told the House 
Intelligence Committee.

His testimony launched a pivotal 
week as the House’s historic impeach-
ment investigation reaches further into 
Trump’s White House.

Democrats say Trump’s pressure 
on Ukraine to investigate former Vice 
President Joe Biden while withhold-
ing U.S. military aid to Kyiv may be 
grounds for removing the 45th pres-
ident. Republicans have argued both 
that there was no linkage between the 
two matters and that there is nothing 

LEFT: Crews haul wreckage away from the scene.
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Two big rigs involved in crash

ABOVE:  Motorists move at a slow pace along the 

frontage road late Tuesday morning near Ganzer Road as 

southbound traffic is stopped on Interstate 35 for crews 

to clear debris from a vehicle accident. Two 18-wheelers 

were involved in a crash early Tuesday morning, result-

ing in one catching fire, on Interstate 35 near FM1173. 

Denton police said they received reports of the crash 

just before 4 a.m. Police and the Denton Fire Depart-

ment were dispatched to the scene. All northbound 

and southbound lanes were shut down following the 

crash, and northbound lanes were reopened at around 

5:45 a.m. The southbound lanes were reopened by early 

Tuesday evening. No major injuries were reported.

Butterfly on an artillery range: 

Endangered Species Act at work

A red-cock-

aded wood-

pecker is 

seen on a 

long leaf pine 

at Fort Bragg 

in North 

Carolina on 

July 30. The 

woodpecker 

was one of 

the first birds 

protected 

under the 

Endangered 

Species Act 

of 1973.
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Program will prioritize 
pedestrians on Square

Jeff Woo/DRC

The city is going to add a pedestrian-only phase at the four intersections 

surrounding the downtown Square. The move would halt all vehicular 

traffic so pedestrians can cross all ways.
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